April 27,2023

Honorable Maria Cantwell, Chair
Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation

United States Senate

254 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Honorable Sam Graves, Chair
Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

U.S. House of Representatives

2165 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable Ted Cruz, Ranking Member
Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation

United States Senate

512 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Honorable Rick Larsen, Ranking Member
Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

U.S. House of Representatives

2164 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Cantwell, Senator Cruz, Representative Graves, and Representative Larsen:

Our members represent major rail customers who are critical to the economy and provide the
nation with the products that all Americans depend upon. Ensuring the safest possible rail
system is of paramount importance to us and we appreciate your focus on making an already
safe rail network even safer.

We live in the communities served by rail and our members’ livelihoods are dependent on their
products arriving at their destinations safely. We write you today to urge a thorough and
targeted approach as you consider rail safety legislation.

Rail is critical to our modern economy, which requires the shipment of thousands of tons of
hazardous chemicals across the country every day. These materials are used to meet a wide
range of societal needs — from protecting municipal water supplies to domestic manufacturing,
agriculture, national defense, and medical processes.

Moving these materials by rail is far safer than other alternatives, with 99.9 percent of hazardous
materials reaching their destination without a release caused by a train accident. And despite
recent headlines, an already strong safety record on the nationwide rail network continues to
improve due to railroads’ robust investments in infrastructure and technology, and thanks to a
talented and dedicated workforce. In fact, newly released 2022 FRA train accident data indicates
the mainline train accident rate is at a national all-time low, as is the hazmat accident rate.

As Congress debates rail safety legislation, we encourage you to focus strictly on policies
demonstrated to improve accident prevention and response, and not to include extraneous
mandates or other requirements not linked directly to safety, such as a federal train crew size
mandate.



Enactment of a federal train crew size mandate would undercut the ability of railroads to
innovate, to advance the safety of rail operations, and to compete with other transportation
modes, despite a complete lack of data showing such a mandate would improve safety.

Deterring railroads from innovating while favoring trucking automation would have the
inevitable result of diverting freight from the rails to highways. Increased diversion of freight to
highways will drive up costs for all shippers, exacerbate road and highway congestion, and
potentially jeopardize the long-term viability of underutilized rural tracks.

Additionally, Congress should balance the needs of all rail shippers when considering how to
treat hazmat. The initial Senate legislation’s move to label any train carrying a single hazmat car
as a hazmat train — thus triggering a wave of command-and-control rulemakings at the USDOT —
is overly broad and would hinder freight movements while increasing costs to shippers.

Freight rail plays a critical role in our economy, and we are going to need railroads to do even
more in the coming years. Now is not the time for a government mandate that will stifle
adoption of new technologies that would improve rail safety and competitiveness in a rapidly

changing supply chain.
Sincerely,
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