
 
May 5, 2023 

 
 
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup 
Chairman 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 
2335 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-3502 
(202) 225-3164 
 
Dear Chairman Wenstrup: 
 

This letter follows up on the hearing held by the Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic (the “Subcommittee”) on April 26, 2023, and responds to your 
letter, transmitted at 11:01 pm yesterday evening, to Randi Weingarten, President of the 
American Federation of Teachers (“AFT”). 

 
As you know, the April 26 hearing was entitled “The Consequences of School 

Closures, Part 2: The President of the American Federation of Teachers, Ms. Randi 
Weingarten.”  At that hearing, Ms. Weingarten voluntarily testified as the hearing’s 
only witness for close to three hours.  She answered every question asked by 
Subcommittee members, even from those GOP members who made speeches, leveled 
unfounded accusations, and launched offensive personal attacks entirely unrelated to 
the hearing’s focus rather than trying to gather information to fulfill the Subcommittee’s 
mandate.   

 
On two separate occasions during the hearing, you said that you agreed with the 

two AFT suggestions accepted by the CDC for inclusion in its February 12, 2021, 
!Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools through Phased Mitigation (the “Operational 
Strategy”).”1  In addition, you stated, “Our goal is to be prepared next time.   We may 

 
1 Specifically, in response to Dr. Ruiz’s suggestion that the Majority was taking issue with the substance of the 
ATF’s suggestions, you stated, “I didn’t disagree with the guidelines that you recommended, as [Ranking Member 
Dr. Ruiz] inferred [sic].  That was not the case.  I didn’t disagree with them.” Later, during your closing remarks, 
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have a pandemic that affects kids more than adults, and how are we going to be ready 
for it.  And that’s what we’re after.” 

 
That statement stressing the importance of future cooperation to achieve 

common goals had apparently evaporated by the following day.  On April 27, the full 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability issued a press release suffused with 
partisan rhetoric and inaccurate representations, initially made in the Subcommittee’s 
original March 28, 2023, letter to Ms. Weingarten (the “March 28 Letter”), and which we 
fully addressed and refuted in our April 19 letter to the Subcommittee.   

 
The press release was entitled, “American Federation of Teachers President 

Randi Weingarten Testifies to Uncommon Influence Over CDC School Reopening 
Guidance.”2  The words “uncommon influence” were never spoken by Ms. Weingarten, 
nor did she testify in any way that would support that characterization.  Further, the 
press release stated, without a factual basis, that Subcommittee members had during 
the hearing “pressed for further testimony from union officials.” None of the members 
pressed for any such thing during the hearing.  Indeed, rather than summarizing the 
contents of the hearing, the press release repeated Majority talking points that preceded 
the hearing, largely unaffected by the contents of the hearing itself. 

 
At the top of the April 27 press release was the following prefatory note: “Considering 
information presented at the hearing, the Select Subcommittee’s investigation must go on. The 
Select Subcommittee has outstanding requests for transcribed interviews and expects ongoing 
cooperation from Ms. Weingarten and AFT.”  (italics in original). 
 

Late last night, we received your letter demanding further information and 
announcing an unwarranted and improper expansion of your investigation.  Among 
other things, your letter demands: 

 
All phone records, including calls and text messages between [Ms. Weingarten] 
and Director Walensky between January 2021 and present.  This request includes all 
of your cell phones.  (italics added). 
 

 
you again stated, “As I said to you, the guidelines that I questioned you about as being accepted, I agree with them. I 
didn’t have a problem with them.” 
 
2  Committee on Oversight and Accountability, 118th Cong., American Federation of Teachers President Randi 
Weingarten Testifies to Uncommon Influence Over CDC School Reopening Guidance (Apr. 27, 2023), available at 
https://oversight.house.gov/release/american-federation-of-teachers-president-randi-weingarten-testifies-to-
uncommon-influence-over-cdc-school-reopening-guidance/. 
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All phone records, including calls and text messages, between [Ms. Weingarten] 
and any member of the Executive Office of the President between January 20, 2021 
and present.  This request includes all of your cell phones. (italics added). 

 
These requests do not even pretend to be limited to the February 12, 2021, 

Operational Strategy, which was the original focus of your investigation.  Nor do they 
pretend to be limited to the coronavirus pandemic, which is the mandate of this 
Subcommittee.  And, in requesting phone records between Ms. Weingarten and any 
member of the Executive Office of the President for the past 28 months, they underscore 
that your investigation has morphed into a fishing expedition that vastly exceeds your 
authority.  We will simply not accede to these unreasonable requests.   
 

As to the first document request in your letter, which requests evidence of 
communications between Ms. Weingarten and the AFT and the Biden Transition Team 
regarding COVID-19, between 2020 Election Day and Inauguration Day, that appears to 
be within the scope of the Subcommittee’s mandate.  To the extent we have documents 
and communications responsive to that request, we will provide them as soon as we 
reasonably can, but it will take longer than the five business days you have set as the 
due date.    
 
  As to your requests for transcribed interviews, your letter misrepresents the 
record.  In your March 28 letter, you said the following: 
 

Further, Select Subcommittee staff will contact you to schedule transcribed 
interviews with you as well as the following individuals, reserving the right to 
conduct follow-up interviews or request testimony from other witnesses 
pertinent to our investigation. (emphasis added). 
 

March 28 Letter at 3.  No such contacts were made in the aftermath of that letter.  
Instead, you issued the invitation to Ms. Weingarten to testify voluntarily on April 26, 
which she immediately accepted.  It was only after the hearing that Subcommittee staff 
for the first time reached out to request a single transcribed interview.  We were in the 
midst of scheduling that interview when your letter arrived. 
 
   Despite our stated willingness in recent days to schedule the single transcribed 
interview that was only recently requested by staff after the hearing, the request for 
transcribed interviews, after the president of the organization has testified in a public 
hearing, turns the Subcommittee’s investigation on its head.  In every Congressional 
investigation of which counsel is aware over the past 30 years, transcribed interviews 
have preceded public hearings, not followed them.  Instead, the Majority’s decision was 
to forego the transcribed interviews and proceed directly to a hearing in which Ms. 
Weingarten would testify.  Now it wants to move backwards to schedule transcribed 
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interviews—including a transcribed interview with Ms. Weingarten--after she testified 
in a public hearing.     

 
We are deeply concerned that despite full and immediate cooperation from Ms. 

Weingarten, the AFT, and AFT counsel—including a prompt, voluminous document 
production and Ms. Weingarten’s voluntary testimony on the initial date specified—the 
Subcommittee’s investigation seems to be moving in directions at odds with your 
statements at the close of the April 26 hearing.  Instead, your letter strongly suggests 
that the Subcommittee has turned its attention to matters that have nothing to do with 
its mandate.   

 
Accordingly, we request that the Subcommittee withdraw document requests 

numbers 2 and 3 in your May 4 letter, described above, and its belated request for 
transcribed interviews.  Instead, we urge you to turn to the constructive agenda you 
outlined in your closing remarks—working together to ensure that the country is better 
prepared when the next pandemic strikes, and what we need to do for children now.   

 
      
 
    Sincerely, 

          
         Michael R. Bromwich 
 
       Counsel for the American Federation of Teachers 

 
 
 
 

cc:  The Honorable Raul Ruiz 
Ranking Member 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic  
 
The Honorable James Comer 
Chair 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 
2410 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-1701 
(202) 225-3115 

  
The Honorable Jamie Raskin 
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Ranking Member  
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 
2242 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC, 20515-2008 
(202) 225-5341 

 


