
 

 

 

 

 

June 16, 2022 

 

 

The Honorable Charles Schumer   The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader     Republican Leader 

United States Senate     United States Senate 

S-221, The Capitol     S-230, The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Republican Leader McConnell:  

 

We, the undersigned members of the Air-Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration Institute and 

the Alliance for Responsible Atmospheric Policy, request your support for Senate ratification of 

the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol at the earliest possible opportunity. 

 

Ratification of the Kigali Amendment will secure a position of strength for American companies 

in a highly competitive global market for next generation refrigerant technologies by creating 

new U.S. manufacturing jobs and stimulating further investment in the U.S. economy.  The 

Kigali Amendment will drive the growth of U.S. businesses, stimulate investment in the U.S. 

economy, sustain U.S. technology leadership, open export markets to U.S. products, and protect 

U.S. workers and consumers. To sustain their advantages and expand their share of the global 

market, U.S. manufacturers have invested billions of dollars in next generation HVACR 

technologies and have spent more than a decade advocating for a worldwide phase down of 

hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).  

 

Kigali represents a successful effort by the United States, with the support of American 

manufacturers, to establish the policy platform for international trade by creating and 

maintaining a level playing field in the global HVACR market.  Failure to ratify would close 

these markets to U.S. manufacturers after 2032 because the Montreal Protocol prohibits trade 

with countries not party to the Protocol or its amendments.  In the wake of U.S. inaction, foreign 

competitors would seek to fill the technology void and displace American companies in a global 

HVACR market expected to reach $1 trillion in size. 

 

Ratification signals support for U.S. technology leadership, encourages global competitors to 

follow our lead, and assures capturing the projected economic benefits for U.S. industry, 

workers, and the overall economy. 

 



 

 

The Kigali Amendment will protect American workers, grow our economy, and improve our 

trade balance all while encouraging further innovation to strengthen America’s HVACR 

technology leadership.  We stand ready to aid the Senate leadership in whatever manner you 

deem most beneficial to help ensure that the Kigali Amendment is brought to the floor of the 

Senate at the earliest possible opportunity.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Gary Fields 

CEO 

AAON, Inc. 

 

 

 

Mike Armstrong 

 President  

 A-Gas in the Americas  

 

 
William Lillis 

President 

AGC Chemicals America, Inc. 

 
Anthony O’Donovan 

President & CEO 

Arkema, Inc. 

 

 

 

   

 Kevin J. Wheeler 

President & CEO 

A.O. Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

William Steel 

President, CEO 

Bard Manufacturing Company, Inc. 

 

 
  

Dr. Alexander Wuthnow  

Regional President 

Bosch Thermotechnology  

 

  

 

 

 

R. Bruce Carnevale 

President & CEO 

Bradford White Corporation 

 

 
Chris Nelson 

President, HVAC 

Carrier 

 

 

Mark Newman 

President & CEO 

The Chemours Company 



 

 

 

 
Todd Graf 

President 

ClimateMaster 

 

 
Mr. Yasuhiro Utsumi 

President & CEO  

Daikin America, Inc.   

 

 

 

Michael Schwartz 

CEO 

Daikin Applied 

 
Yoshiyuki Uemura 

President and General Manager 

Daikin US Corporation 

 

 
John Galyen 

President 

Danfoss 

 

 
Keith Coursin 

President 

Desert Aire LLC 

 

 

 

 

 
Paul Sindoni 

President 

Dover Food Retail 

 

 
David Pflum 

President 

DRI-STEEM Corporation 

 

 
Brent A. Schroeder 

Group President – Heating & Air 

Conditioning 

Emerson Commercial & Residential 

Solutions 

 

 
Carl J. Grolle 

President 

Golden Refrigerant 

 
Satoru Akama 

President & CEO 

Goodman Global Group, Inc. 

 

 
Aaron Gotham 

Chief Operating Officer 

Greenheck Group 



 

 

 
Ken West  

President 

Honeywell Advanced Materials 

 
Brian Coleman 

Chairman of the Board, President & CEO 

Hudson Technologies, Inc 

 

 
Tim Figge 

CEO 

Hussmann Corporation 

 

 
Douglas G. Schuster 

Vice President, Ducted Systems 

Johnson Controls, Inc. 

 

 

 
Vince Zolli 

Vice President of Engineering 

KeepRite Refrigeration 

 
Gregg Smith 

President 

Koura Global 

 

 
Alok Maskara 

Chief Executive Officer  

Lennox International, Inc. 

 

 
Ron Duncan 

President 

Magic Aire 

 

 
Eric S. McGinnis 

President, Climate Solutions 

Modine Manufacturing Company 

 

 
Megan Fellinger 

President & CEO 

Morrison Products 

 

 
John Reilly 

President 

National Refrigerants, Inc. 

 

 
Brian Kelly 

President 

National Refrigeration and A/C Products, 

Inc. 

 



 

 

 
Phillip Windham 

President 

Nortek Global HVAC 

 

 

 
 

Scott Forest  

President 

RenewAire LLC 

 

 

  

 

John Kunze 

Group President – Climate Solutions 

Regal Rexnord 

 

 
Chris Peel 

President & CEO 

Rheem 

 

 
Russell Tavolacci 

Senior Vice President & Chief Operating 

Officer 

Samsung HVAC America 

 

 
Roger Richmond Smith  

Chairman, CEO  

SMARDT Chillers, Inc. 

 

 

John Swann 

President 

SPX Corporation 

 

 
Douglas J. Murdock 

President, Americas 

Tecumseh Products Company 

 

 
Donny Simmons 

President, North America & EMEA 

Trane Commercial HVAC 

 

 
John C. Thomas 

President & CEO 

WaterFurnace International 


