
March 16, 2022

Chairman Jerry Nadler
House Judiciary Committee
2132 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Ranking Member Jim Jordan
House Judiciary Committee
2056 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Chairman David Cicilline
Subcommittee on Antitrust, Commercial,
and Administrative Law
2233 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Ranking Member Ken Buck
Subcommittee on Antitrust, Commercial,
and Administrative Law
2455 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Chairman Hank Johnson
Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual
Property, and the Internet
2240 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Ranking Member Darrell Issa
Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual
Property, and the Internet
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Request for Hearing on the Right to Repair

Dear Chairman Nadler and Ranking Member Jordan,

The undersigned organizations ask that you schedule a hearing to examine the consumer’s right
to repair software-enabled devices, such as smartphones, home appliances, automobiles, and
farm equipment.​ People from all walks of life and political ideologies believe that repairing your
smartphone or your tractor should be possible and affordable.12 While there are a few bills in
Congress today addressing the right to repair, The Freedom to Repair Act (H.R. 6566) is
bipartisan legislation on this issue and is currently referred to the House Judiciary Committee.
Committee Members, Representatives Mondaire Jones and Victoria Spartz introduced this
legislation to grant consumers the right to repair their devices.

Companies that make products from tablets to tractors are using an oversight in copyright law to
deny us the right to repair our own devices or take them to local small businesses. 17 U.S.C. §
1201 (known as “Section 1201”) is designed to protect copyrighted works from piracy and

2 Kevin O'Reilly, “Opinion | It Shouldn't Cost the Farm to Fix a Tractor,” The Wall Street Journal, March 23, 2021,
https://www.wsj.com/articles/it-shouldnt-cost-the-farm-to-fix-a-tractor-11616537863.

1 The Editorial Board, “It's Your Iphone. Why Can't You Fix It Yourself?,” The New York Times, April 6, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/06/opinion/sunday/right-to-repair-elizabeth-warren-antitrust.html.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/it-shouldnt-cost-the-farm-to-fix-a-tractor-11616537863
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/06/opinion/sunday/right-to-repair-elizabeth-warren-antitrust.html


makes it a crime to bypass a digital lock set up to protect copyrighted content like music, video
games, or movies. But some manufacturers have exploited that provision to lock consumers into
their own expensive, inaccessible repair services by locking repair functions, too. In its 2017
Section 1201 Study, the Copyright Office concluded that unlocking or circumventing copyright
protection for the purpose of repair should not be considered infringing behavior.3 The Office’s
eighth triennial proceeding drew the same conclusion.4 In addition, in response to a question for
record submitted for the May 5th, 2021 Oversight Hearing of the U.S. Copyright Office, Shira
Perlmutter, Register of Copyrights and Director, U.S. Copyright Office, recommended that
Congress create “a permanent statutory exemption for repair of software-enabled devices.”

The Right to Repair is more than a copyright issue, it is a competition issue. In the unanimous,
bipartisan Nixing the Fix report, the Federal Trade Commission concluded that “there is scant
evidence to support manufacturers’ justifications for repair restrictions.” In the same report, the
FTC said, “there may be some specific circumstances where the Commission could address
repair restrictions as violations of antitrust law.”5 These repair restrictions have recently been
cited as a cause for concern in the recently announced Microsoft-Activision merger.6 Big Tech
often restricts repair options for consumers, lobbying at all levels of government to prevent the
right to repair because it threatens their ability to charge more for repairs or even use limitations
on repair to push the sale of new products to consumers. As the industry becomes more and more
consolidated, and Big Tech companies become more powerful, we expect repairs to become
more complicated, expensive, and monopolized.

The Copyright Office, farmers, small business owners, environmentalists, and consumers agree:
the right to repair what we own is critical for competition, job creation, consumer protection, and
the environment. It is time for Congress to act. We respectfully request you schedule a hearing
on the right to repair as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Gay Gordon-Byrne
Executive Director, The Repair Association
North River, NY

6 Bryan Koenig, “Groups Raise 'Red Flags' on Microsoft $69B Activision Play,” Law360, March 1, 2022,
https://www.law360.com/articles/1469445/groups-raise-red-flags-on-microsoft-69b-activision-play.

5 “Nixing the Fix: An FTC Report to Congress on Repair Restrictions,” Nixing the Fix: An FTC Report to Congress on Repair Restrictions §
(2021),
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/reports/nixing-fix-ftc-report-congress-repair-restrictions/nixing_the_fix_report_final_5521_630pm-5
08_002.pdf.

4 U.S. Copyright Office, Section 1201 Rulemaking: Eighth Triennial Proceeding to Determine Exemptions to the Prohibition on Circumvention
(October 2021). https://cdn.loc.gov/copyright/1201/2021/2021_Section_1201_Registers_Recommendation.pdf.

3 U.S Copyright Office, “Section 1201 of Title 17 Study,” Section 1201 Study, June 22, 2017, https://www.copyright.gov/policy/1201.
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Nathan Proctor
Campaign Director, U.S. PIRG
Washington, DC

Meredith Rose
Senior Policy Counsel, Public Knowledge
Washington, DC

Kyle Wiens
CEO, iFixit
San Luis Obispo, CA

Nathan Minor
Owner, ScreenFixingRepair LLC
Atlanta, GA

Jennette Gayer
State Director, Environment Georgia
Atlanta, GA

Sarah Carden
Policy Advocate, Farm Action
Mexico, MO

Louis Rossmann
Director, Repair Preservation Group Action Fund
New York, NY

Justin Millman
Vice President, Cell Mechanic
Long Island, NY

Irene Leech
President, Virginia Citizens Consumer Council
Elliston, VA

Jessa Jones
Owner, iPad rehab Microsoldering
Honeoye Falls, NY



India McKenney
Director of Federal Affairs, Electronic Frontiers Foundation
San Francisco, CA

Todd Bone
Founder and President, XS International, Inc.
Alpharetta, GA

Dusty Dove
Manager, Boulder Mac Repair
Boulder, CO

Peter Mui
Founder, Fixit Clinic
Berkeley, CA

Anthony Sciarotta
Executive Director, Reverse Logistics Association
Alpharetta, GA

Daniel Takash
Regulatory Policy Fellow, Niskanen Center
Washington, DC

Sarah Roth-Gaudette
Executive Director, Fight for the Future
Boston, MA

Joel Thayer
President, Digital Progress Institute
Washington, DC

Neil Vill
President, World Data Products, Inc.
Plymouth, MN

John Breyault
Vice President, Public Policy, National Consumers League
Washington, DC



Vasil Beury
Interim Director of Technology, Ethical Culture Fieldston School
New York, NY

Claudia Betzner
Executive Director, Service Industry Association
San Diego, CA

Brian Fox
Director of Reuse, Homeboy Electronics Recycling
Commerce, CA

Alicia Seidle
Executive Director, The Open Source Hardware Association
Boulder, CO

Joe Marion
President, ASCDI
Delray Beach, FL

Jesse Johnson
President, United Network Equipment Dealers Association
Omaha, NE

Carrie Balkcom
Executive Director, American Grassfed Association
Denver, CO

Beverly Collin
President, American Indian Mothers
Red Springs, NC

Juliann Salinas
Executive Director, Women, Food and Agriculture Network
Story City, IA

Amalie Lipstreu
Policy Director, Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association
Columbus, OH



Edward Maltby
Executive Director, Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance
Deerfield, MA

Barry Lynn
Executive Director, Open Markets Institute
Washington, DC

Zach Freed
Advocacy & Outreach Manager, American Economic Liberties Project
Washington, DC

Nick Levendofsky
Government Relations Director, Wisconsin Farmers Union
Madison, WI

Rebecca Wolf
Food Policy Analyst, Food & Water Watch
Washington, DC

Lonnie Scott
Executive Director, Progress Michigan
Lansing, MI

Bill Bullard
CEO, R-CALF USA
Billings, MT

Alice Evans
Executive Director, Alabama Sustainable Agriculture Network
Birmingham, AL

Katy Milani
Senior Policy Advocate, Institute for Local Self-Reliance
Minneapolis, MN

Michael Happ
Program Associate, Climate and Rural Communities, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, MN



Hannah Smith-Brubaker
Executive Director, Pasa Sustainable
Harrisburg, PA

Kate Mendenhall
Director, Organic Farmers Association
Spirit Lake, IA

John E. Peck
Executive Director, Family Farm Defenders
Madison, WI

Frank James
Director, Dakota Rural Action
Brookings, SD

David Senter
President, American Agricultural Movement
Accokeek, MD

Antonio Tovar
Policy Associate, National Family Farm Coalition
Washington, DC

Niaz Dorry
Coordinating Director, North American Marine Alliance
Gloucester, MA

Jason Davidson
Senior Food and Agriculture Campaigner, Friends of the Earth
Washington, DC

Joshua Lamel
Executive Director, Re:Create
Washington, DC

Nathan Seidle
President, SparkFun Electronics
Niwot, CO



Jennie Rose Halperin
Executive Director, Library Futures
Biddeford, ME

Emma Searson
100% Renewable Campaign, Environment Rhode Island
Providence, RI

Maureen Mahoney
Senior Policy Analyst, Consumer Reports
Washington, DC

Yarrow Maurer
Sustainability, Legal, and Policy Manager, Adafruit
New York, NY


