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On May 9, 2019,  U.S. Department of 
Education, was interviewed (Attachment 4).   advised that he contacted  shortly 
after his arrival at the Department to discuss potential conflicts of interests regarding his 
employment with the Department.  After his arrival, he was directed that he could not work on 
matters involving specific borrower defense claims where his former employer was a party to 
the claim.   also voluntarily recused himself from borrower defense matters and policy 
discussions regarding pending claims under the old borrower defense regulations and from 
participating in discussions about, the review of, or modifications to the Department’s gainful 
employment regulations and guidance until February 2019.   

 reviewed a series of tweets that  posted via Twitter.  The tweets 
included two of  emails and a calendar entry.  One email,  

 
 the presentation on Higher Education, 

and he did not organize any presentations or meetings on gainful employment.  He attended 
the presentation but left when the subject turned to gainful employment.   reviewed a 
calendar entry from his calendar that displayed a  

   admitted that he was on this call for the 
portion that included borrower defense and recused himself for the GE matters.  In another 
email from , which included an attached draft 
backgrounder,  requested that the gainful employment insert be removed before it was 
sent over to the White House.   explained that this email referenced regulatory resets and 
when it was sent it still had an insert for gainful employment, and he wanted it removed.  
maintained that he did not violate any of his recusals and did not have any conflicts of interest 
regarding his work at the Department.    

On June 19, 2019, ED OIG discussed the results of this investigation with , 
who in turn consulted with the Office of Government Ethics (OGE).   concluded, in 
consultation with OGE, that  did not appear to be in violation of a statutory, regulatory 
and/or an ethics pledge disqualification.   was not barred from working on specific legal 
matters other than those he was already recused from involving GE and pending BD claims 
against the Department.       

 

PROSECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATIVE STATUS 

On October 9, 2018, this investigation was presented to the USAO for the District of Columbia 
and on October 10, 2018, was declined for prosecution.   

On March 29, 2019, Acting Inspector General Bruce referred  failure to cooperate with 
the OIG to Deputy Secretary Mitchell.     
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SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION 

 

Name:   
Title:   
Address: 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington D.C. 20202  
Phone:   

 

EXHIBITS 

1. Interview of , dated September 19, 2018 

2. Interview of , dated September 19, 2018 

3. Acting Inspector General letter to Deputy Zais, dated March 29, 2019 

4. Interview of , dated May 9, 2019 
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