
Trump’s SAFE rule promises cheaper, less-efficient new vehicles 

By Patterson Clark, POLITICO Pro DataPointSources: EPA, NHTSA, EDF, NRDC, POLITICO Pro staff reports by Alex Guillén and Zack Colman

President Donald Trump is rolling back fuel efficiency standards with the Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient Vehicles rule, which requires automakers to improve fuel 
efficiency for cars and light trucks by 1.5 percent  per year. Obama-era regulations required annual improvements of 5 percent. The administration’s rationale 
behind the new rule is to save lives: Less-fuel efficient cars will cost less to buy, allowing more people access to newer, safer cars. But the rule does not adequately 
consider the deaths that come with added petroleum pollution and increased carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere, according to the Environmental Defense 
Fund, which claims that environmental mortality will outweigh lives saved with cheap cars by a factor of three.
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is about 20 percent less 
than the CAFE standard.

Trump’s fuel economy standards 
Average OEM estimated requirements for combined average passenger cars and light trucks

IN MILES PER GALLON IN GRAMS OF CARBON DIOXIDE EMITTED PER MILE
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With the new standards, 
American drivers will 

consume an extra 
78 billion gallons of fuel. 

3,300 fewer crash fatalities
$1,400 reduction in average total vehicle 

ownership cost 

The extra fuel burned because of the new 
standards will release an added 867 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide  into 
the atmosphere.

THROUGH MODEL YEAR 2030


