
 
March 5, 2020 
 
 
Chairman Wicker 
Chairman Thune 
Chairman Pallone 
Chairman Doyle 

 
Ranking Member Cantwell 
Ranking Member Schatz 
Ranking Member Walden 
Ranking Member 

 
CC: Members of the U.S. Senate  
       Members of the U.S House of Representatives 
 
 
Dear Chairman Wicker, Chairman Thune, Chairman Pallone, Chairman Doyle, Ranking Member 
Cantwell, Ranking Member Schatz, Ranking Member Walden, and Ranking Member Latta: 
 
 
As the wireless internet service providers (WISPs), vendors, and manufacturers that make up 
the rapidly growing fixed wireless industry, we write to urge you to make critical 6 GHz 
spectrum available for unlicensed use so our industry can deliver higher speed internet to 
unserved and underserved Americans. Doing so would allow WISPs to play an immediate 
and powerful role in reducing the rural-urban digital divide, while also providing spectrum for 
the deployment of next generation WiFi services. 
 
According to FCC statistics, approximately 20 million Americans lack access to broadband. 
Unlicensed access to the 6 GHz spectrum band for small rural WISPs could significantly help 
reduce this yawning gap. In many cases, WISPs are the only ones willing to go out and serve 
those who do not have adequate broadband. As local providers, our industry knows who 
needs service and has the ability to build solutions for the unique and difficult areas – but 
only when we have access to spectrum.  
 
However, our access to unlicensed spectrum has remained essentially static over the past 
two decades, while access to licensed spectrum has exploded for the cellular industry. If 
small businesses are to remain in this space as viable, local, customer-focused competition 
to these billion-dollar companies, we need more access to unlicensed spectrum.  
 
To that end, the FCC’s proposal to open up 1200 MHz of 6 GHz spectrum, including 
allocating up to 850 MHz of the band for shared, higher-power outdoor use via automated 
frequency coordination, would be a tremendous boost to our ability to deploy “fixed 5G” 
broadband service at an affordable cost to all customers – not just those privileged enough to 
live in areas serviced by the big mobile providers. The FCC has made or, in the near future, 
will make 1,339 MHz of mid-band spectrum available for commercial exclusive use licenses 
for the cellular industry. Therefore, the only truly equitable solution would be to make all 1200 
MHz available for unlicensed indoor and outdoor use. 
 
For small ISPs to remain in business, we must have right-sized policies that allow small rural 
entrepreneurs such as ourselves to compete. We already know the market and how to serve 
it and have proven our ability to deploy broadband in challenging rural areas that others have 
chosen to ignore because they cannot make a business case. Simply put, unlicensed access 
to 6 GHz would help further deployment in these hard to serve areas.  
 



Speaking out in favor of unlicensed access not only helps your constituents who await 
access to essential broadband services, but also those businesses who seek to provide such 
services to unserved and underserved Americans. 
 
We appreciate Congress' efforts to help providers bring more broadband to all Americans no 
matter where they live. Unlicensed access to wireless spectrum plays an essential role in this 
important policy goal. We, along with all of your constituents, look forward to working with 
you to bridge the digital divide once and for all.  
 
Thank you for looking out for the small guys on this matter. 
 
Respectfully, 
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