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White House lays out last budget before election
President Donald Trump’s budget request for fiscal 2021 includes a total of $4.8 trillion in funding. The 
budget calls for $636.4 billion in discretionary funding for the DoD, a 0.5 percent increase over fiscal 
2020 enacted levels. Most agencies face cuts. The Commerce Department would see a 37 percent 
cut in discretionary funding, the largest percentage decrease, as the 2020 Census ramps down. 
Health and Human Services would see a $9.5 billion cut, the largest absolute decrease of any agency. 
While the budget request outlines key administration priorities, Congress ultimately sets the budget 
and is unlikely to defer to the president’s plan. 
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FISCAL 2021 REQUESTED BASE DISCRETIONARY FUNDING
BY AGENCY, NET BUDGET AUTHORITY

IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS

Increase from FY 20 enacted

Decrease from FY 20 enacted
Health and

Human Services

$96.4
–9.0%

Veterans Affairs

$105
+13.3%

Education

$66.6
–7.8%

NASA
$25.2
+11.9%

Agriculture

Transportation

Energy
$35.4
–8.1%

Justice
$31.7
–2.3%

HUD
$47.9
–15.2%

Treasury $15.7 +1.5%

Nat’l Science Foundation $7.7 –6.5%

EPA $6.7 –26.5%

Corps of Engineers $6 –22.0%

Small Business Administration $0.7 –11.1%

Other agencies

$21.8
–8.2%

$21.6
–12.9%

$20.1
–8.5%

Interior $12.7 –13.4%

Social Security
Administration

$9 –1.8%

Labor $11 –10.7%

Commerce $8.1 –37.3%

Homeland
Security

$49.7
+3.4%

State
$44.1
–7.7%

Defense Department

Total requested: $636.4
+0.5% increase over

FY 20 enacted

The VA would receive an additional
$12.5 billion in funding, both the 
largest absolute and percentage 
increase of any agency.


