
Plastic bag bans prompt state laws forbidding local restrictions
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Eight states have restricted or instated fees for single-use plastic bags, and hundreds of cities and counties across the U.S. have done the same. The 
Plastic Industry Association, however, argues that such bans increase costs for consumers and fail to reduce waste, and has lobbied for state legislation 
prohibiting municipalities from passing bag bans. 
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Stores must provide recycling 
programs; some stores prohibited 
from offering plastic bags.
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Enacted statewide laws
Restricts plastic bags Establishes bag recycling program only Prohibits local governments from enacting bag restrictions

Customers may 
purchase plastic 
bags for 10¢; retail 
stores must adopt 
at-store recycling 
programs.

Bans use of non-recyclable plastic 
carryout bags; sets fee on all 
other disposable carryout bags.

All counties have banned plastic bags, 
resulting in a de facto state ban. 

10¢ fee for plastic bags; 
ban begins July 1.

ME: Prohibits retail 
single-use 
carryout bags.

Bans plastic carryout bags, 
expanded polystyrene and 
single-use plastic straws.

NY: Ban begins
in 2020.

CA: 

Customers may pay 
5¢ for plastic bags, 
which are otherwise 
prohibited.

OR: 

Expires 
July 1


