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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA  

IN AND FOR THE CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
 

 
JENNIFER HOCHSTATTER, 
 

                             Petitioner, 
vs. 
 

JOHN ARNTZ, Director of the San Francisco 
Department of Elections; DOES I-X 
 

                            Respondents. 

 
 

 
Case No. 
 
MOTION FOR 
DISQUALIFICATION OF 
JUDGE [CCP § 170.6] 
 
CALENDAR PREFERENCE 
REQUIRED BY STATUTE 
(ELEC. CODE § 13314(a)(3)) 
 

SAN FRANCISCO BALLOT 
SIMPLIFICATION COMMITTEE; DENNIS 
HERRERA, in his official capacity as San 
Francisco City Attorney; DOES XI-XX, 

                            Real Parties in Interest.    

THE SUTTON LAW FIRM, PC 
    James R. Sutton, Esq. (S.B. No. 135930) 
    Nicholas L. Sanders, Esq. (S.B. No. 307402) 
150 Post Street, Suite 405 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
Telephone:  (415) 732-7700        
Facsimile:    (415) 732-7701 
E-mail: jsutton@campaignlawyers.com 
E-mail: nsanders@campaignlawyers.com  
 
NIELSEN MERKSAMER 
     PARRINELLO GROSS & LEONI LLP      
     Christopher E. Skinnell, Esq. (S.B. No. 227093) 
     James E. Barolo, Esq. (S.B. No. 301267)   
2350 Kerner Boulevard, Suite 250 
San Rafael, California 94901 
Telephone:  (415) 389-6800        
Facsimile:    (415) 388-6874 
E-mail: cskinnell@nmgovlaw.com 
E-mail: jbarolo@nmgovlaw.com 
  
Attorneys for Petitioner 
JENNIFER HOCHSTATTER 

mailto:jsutton@campaignlawyers.com
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mailto:cskinnell@nmgovlaw.com
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TO THE HONORABLE PRESIDING JUDGE OF THE ABOVE-ENTITLED COURT:  

The attorneys for Petitioner in the above-entitled matter hereby moves that 

the hearing of this matter, which involves a contested issue of law or fact, and which 

would be heard by the Honorable Ethan P. Schulman pursuant to Local Rule 8.1.A, 

be reassigned, and that no matters hereinafter arising in this case be heard by or 

assigned to the Honorable Ethan P. Schulman on the ground that said judge is 

prejudiced against the interests of Petitioner in this action.  

This motion is based on the matters contained herein, on section 170.6 of the 

Code of Civil Procedure, and on the supporting Declaration under penalty of 

perjury of Christopher E. Skinnell, an attorney for Petitioner, which is attached 

hereto as Exhibit A and filed herewith.  

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that the Honorable Ethan P. Schulman be 

disqualified under section 170.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure from hearing any 

matter in this action. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

Dated:  August 22, 2019  THE SUTTON LAW FIRM PC 
 
     NIELSEN MERKSAMER 
          PARRINELLO GROSS & LEONI LLP 

     By:  
       
      Attorneys for Petitioner 
      JENNIFER HOCHSTATTER 
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EXHIBIT A  

I, Christopher E. Skinnell, hereby declare under penalty of perjury as follows:  

1. I am an attorney at law, licensed to practice in the State of California 

and before this Court. I am an attorney for Petitioner in this action and am familiar 

with the file, the documents, and the history related to the action. I have personal 

knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration and, if called as a witness, could 

and would competently testify as set forth below.  

2. The Honorable Ethan P. Schulman is the judge to whom all writ 

proceedings are assigned pursuant to Local Rule 8.1.A.  

3. The judge is prejudiced against the interests of Petitioner.  

4. Declarant believes that Petitioner cannot have a fair and impartial trial 

before this judge.  

WHEREFORE IT IS RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED THAT the Honorable 

Ethan P. Schulman be disqualified under section 170.6 of the Code of Civil 

Procedure from hearing any matter in this action.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California 

that the foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration was executed on 

August 22, 2019, at San Rafael, California.  

       
     Christopher E. Skinnell 
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