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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP,
1155 F Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20004

Petitioner,
V. Case No. 1:19-cv-1577
THE GABONESE REPUBLIC,

Respondent.

PETITION TO CONFIRM ARBITRATION AWARD

NATURE OF THE CASE

1. Petitioner Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP (“Petitioner” or “BCLP”) seeks entry
of a judgment order confirming an arbitration award pursuant to Section 9 of the Federal
Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. 8 1 et seq. On April 3, 2019, the Attorney Client Arbitration Board of
the District of Columbia Bar (the “ACAB”) issued an arbitration award (the “Decision & Award”)
in which it awarded Petitioner $1,250,017.94 against Respondent The Gabonese Republic
(“TGR”). A copy of the Decision & Award is attached as Exhibit 1 and is incorporated by
reference in this Petition. As demonstrated herein, there is no just reason for denying
confirmation, recognition and enforcement of the Decision & Award.

PARTIES

2. Petitioner BCLP is a partnership organized and existing under the laws of the State

of Missouri with an office at 1155 F Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20004. BCLP is a

global law firm. Prior to April 1, 2018, BCLP was known as Bryan Cave LLP.
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3. Respondent TGR is a foreign state.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4, The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
8 1330 and pursuant to Section 9 of the Federal Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. 8§ 9, because it is an
action against a foreign state to confirm an arbitral award. The Rules of the ACAB, to which
Respondent contractually agreed to adhere, provide, in Rule 23 thereof, for enforcement of its
awards in “any ...court having jurisdiction.”

5. This Court will have personal jurisdiction over TGR pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
8 1330(b) once BCLP completes service on TGR pursuant to the methods permitted in 28 U.S.C.
8 1608(a) for service of process upon a foreign state.

6. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. § 1391 (f) (1) because a substantial
part of the events giving rise to the claim occurred in this District and under § 1391(f) (4) because
TGR is a foreign state.

THE ENGAGEMENT AND FEE AGREEMENT

7. TGR entered into a contract (the “Engagement Letter”) with BCLP on January 29,
2016, in which it engaged the law firm to perform services and agreed to pay a fixed fee of
$1,380,000, plus expenses. A copy of the Engagement Letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. (The
signed Engagement Letter was written in French, the official language of TGR; an English
translation thereof is part of the Exhibit.)

8. The Engagement Letter included an agreement that “any dispute ... concerning
fees and other charges” would be “settled by arbitration” to be heard by the ACAB. Exhibit 2 at
p. 4.

9. The Engagement Letter also stated that TGR “expressly hereby waives any

2
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sovereign immunity, before any arbitration courts or tribunals, ... for itself and all its assets,
which might frustrate the conduct of any arbitral proceedings or the execution of an award
rendered by an arbitration tribunal constituted in accordance with this [Engagement Letter].” EX.
2atp.5.

10.  Asof March 13, 2018, the sum of $1,261,153.49 in fees and expenses was unpaid
and owed by TGR to BCLP for services rendered under the Engagement Letter. Despite demand
for payment, this sum remained unpaid.

THE ARBITRATION

11. On July 31, 2018, BCLP submitted a Request for Arbitration to the ACAB and
requested an award in the amount of the unpaid fees and expenses then owed.

12, Thereafter, the ACAB accepted the Request for Arbitration and, on January 30,
2019, notified the parties that it had appointed a panel of three arbitrators to hear and decide the
dispute. The Request was docketed by ACAB as its case #2018-19/003. The panel selected the
date of April 3, 2019 for a hearing on the claim.

13 Under the Rules of the ACAB, each party, BCLP and TGR, was afforded the right
to submit documents, written argument, and witness lists prior to a hearing, as well as to present
the documents and witnesses at the hearing. In the case of TGR, an extension of time for those
submissions was granted by the panel at the request of TGR’s counsel, and its submission of
argument was filed before the hearing.

14.  The panel of three arbitrators appointed by the ACAB conducted a hearing on
April 3, 2019, at which time BCLP presented its case through documents and witnesses. TGR
appeared at the hearing through two lawyers who requested permission to participate from France
and from Gabon by telephone and who cross-examined the BCLP witnesses and argued TGR’s

defenses.
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THE DECISION AND AWARD

15. The panel of the ACAB made its decision on April 3, 2018, in a written statement
provided to the parties on April 16, 2019. The statement, entitled Decision & Award, determined
that the proper amount of the fees and expenses due to Petitioner is $1,250,017.94, which was less
than the amount originally claimed by BCLP. Exhibit 1.

16. The Decision and Award stated that compliance was to be “completed by May 3,
2019.” TGR ignored the terms and has not paid any amount of the fees and expenses owed to
BCLP under the Decision and Award.

CLAIM FOR RELIEF

17.  The Decision and Award is enforceable under the Federal Arbitration Act, 9
U.S.C. 88 1-16, and Petitioner BCLP is entitled to a judgment of this court in the amount
designated therein.

18. Because the amount owed to BCLP is a liquidated sum and debt following the
April 3, 2019, Decision and Award, TGR is liable for interest on the principal sum of
$1,250,017.94 from that date until paid, pursuant to D.C. Code § 15-109. The rate of interest,
under D.C. Code § 28-3302(a), is 6%.

19. This Petition is filed within one year of the date of the Decision and Award and

is, therefore, timely under 9 U.S.C. 8 9.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Petitioner Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP respectfully requests that
this Court enter an order of judgment against The Gabonese Republic confirming the Decision

and Award of the ACAB made on April 3, 2019, and for the amount specified therein,
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$1,250,017.94, plus interest at the rate of 6% from and after April 3, 2019, until paid, together
with the costs of this action, and awarding such other and further relief as this Court may deem

just and proper.

Dated: May 29, 2019 Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/ Rodney F. Page

Rodney F. Page (D.C. Bar No. 37994)
rfpage@bclplaw.com

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP
1155 F Street NW, Suite 500

Washington, DC 20004

Phone (202) 508-6000 Fax (202) 508-6200
Counsel for Petitioner
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DECISION & AWARD

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner, LLP/Gabonese Republic ACAB #2018-19/003

Pursuant to notice to all parties, the undersigned Arbitrator(s) assigned to the above cited fee

dispute by the District of Columbia Bar Attorney/Client Arbitration Board met on the 3rd day of April

2019, at 901 4™ Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. to take evidence and hear arguments in this matter.

Rodney F. Page, Esq., for Petitioner appeared personally and Olivier Cren, Esq., and Frangois

Fauvet, Esq., for Respondent, appeared via teleconference before the undersigned Arbitrator(s).

The Request for Arbitration, between Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner. LLP as Petitioner and

The Gabonese Republic, as Respondent, sought the following relief:

R A TS
t

After consideration of the evidence and testimony presented, the undersigned Arbitrator(s)

reached, and hereby affirm(s) the following decision and award:

a4 1,250 (%, 29

Terms of award to be completed by (date): 2 /\A (A ;L (7 } (“;(

/ Wr
Joseph Gmﬁ s, Esq., Chairperson .
///'c ) Q/—«)

- Lo : Bonnic Nath'm Esq Panehst
VZ. ) ‘ \ (i,
Date: — 2 A'\"N\ Y ] /
nelist

Mr. Bernard Woolfley,

District o '--'olumbia Bar;
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B H i o FRYAN CAVE LLP ‘
) ) , ’ . hryancave.com

f

29 octabre 2015

CONFIDENTIEL

M, Maixent Acctombessi Nkani ,
Ditecteur de Cabinet, Présidence de la République Gabonaise
République Gabonaise '

Libreville '

Gibon

Concetne:  Engagement de Bryan Cave LLP
Monsieur le Ditécter,

Nous somtnes zavis que vous ayez choisi de faite appel & Bryan Cave LLP afin de représenter Is
République Gabonsise dans sa volonté d'encoutager le tessestément des telations diplomatiques
avec les Btats-Unis d'Amérique. Conférmément A notte procédute habituelle, la présente lettre et les
Conditions di Contrat et des Pratiques de Facturation joint (les « Conditions») énoncent les
conditions de notre engagement; Ces Conditions sont impottantes et. vous sont tranamises afin que
vous puissiez comptendte 4 ['avance de quelle manidre plusiéurs points seront traités.

Notre engagement est conditionné pat I téception d'une capie de la présente lettre signée pat vous
confirmant que vous avez compiis ct accepté les conditions de notre engagement,

Le total de nos honoraites se montent 4 un million trois cent quatre-vingt mille dollats américaing
(1.380.000 dollars US) ét sont payables d'avance. Nous facturons séparément les dépenses et autres
frais engagés dans le cadre de notre prestation de setvices qui sont tous déctits dans les Conditions,

" Notre engagement- débutera 2 la date du versement de l'initégralité de nos honotaites sur notre
compte bancaite tel que figutant sut notre note d'honoraites et prendea fin le 31 décembre 2016,

Nous serons vos intetlocuteurs principaux dans le cadte de cet engagement, Sachez que certains de
nos spécialistes en Affaires Gouvernementales et Politiques Publiques ne sonit pas des avocats et ne

321368.6
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M, Maixesit Accrombessi Nkani
République Gabionaise

29 actobre 2015

Page 2de 5’

peuvent pas vous fournir de conseils ou d'avis juridiques. Ils sont désignés par Jes titres de « Senior
 Policy Advisot », « Pohcy Advisor » ou tout autre titre incluant le tetme .« GoVemment Affaies »,

Notte felation est basée sur la conﬁmce mutuelle, Nous vous éncourageons 4 vous tereighet sur
tout élément réla&f‘ i Botre engagement, Aotatiment nos honotaites et nos frais, -

Nous vous remetcions de la conflance que vous 16us témoignez et nous sommes impatients de
travailler avec vous. Si cétte lettre. et les Conditions définisserit en tout point notre accord mutuel,
fiols vous remercions de signer et de dater la copie ci-jointe de la présente lettre dvént de nous Ia
tetivoyet avec les Conditions, -

Nous vous pnom d'ngreet, Monsxeur le Ditecteut, léxpression de note teés haute consxdemuon

Divid C. Russell dsépl J. Smallhoovet

CE CONTRAT CONTIENT UNE CLAUSE D'ARBITRAGE OBLIGATOIRE QUE LES
PARTIES POURRONT FAIRE VALOIR.

. LES PRESENTES, CE QUI INCLUT LES con'nons D'ENGAGEMENT ET DES
PRATIQUES DE FACTURATION, SONT APPROUVEES

Date: /9 JAN g

Dh:ecteur de Cabihet, Son teprésentant antotisé

323686
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M. Maixent Acctombessi Nkani
République Gabonaise
29 actobre 2015
Page3 de 5,

LE TIONS DU CONTRAT .
ET DES PRATIQUES DE FACTURATION

Ho gggn!;es, Pour setvir notre clientéle, nous essayons de faite appel aux avocats, assistants
jutidiques et prestataites extenes offrant les plus faibles taux de factutation hiotaire compaubles avec
les connaissances jutidiques et le nivesu d'expéticnce requis pout atteindfe l'objectif du client, La

sélection de ces avocats, assistants juidiques et professionnels libéraux qui assuretont les setvices

: scta faite pat I'avocat ayant la tesponsablhte générale de sutveillance pout chaque mission, en tenant

compte de la nature de la mission, du bureau dans lequel la plupart de ces setvices sont susceptibles

d'étre rendus, du degré d'expétience jutidique et Jes connaissances nécessaires pour attcindte
l'obj ectif du client, de la disporibilité. des avocats, assistants jutidiques et professionnels libéraux
poéut teavailler sut la mission, ot de leut taux de Facturation horaite,

Représentation. dans d'autres domaities. Nous sommes un grand cabinet d'avocats et nous
-reptésentons de nombteux autres Litats, entreprises et personnes physiques. Pour éviter tout
malentendu dans le cadre de notte tnission actuelle (et de toute mission futurc) 4 votre égard, nous
confirmons qu’il ne nous a pas été demandé d'agir A titre d'avocat pour une autre entité ou
émanation de la République gabonaise. Si nous devions engager une telle relation avec un membre
de ce groupe; celle-ci ferait Pobjet d*un contrat distinct,

II est possible que cettains de nos clients actuels ou futurs aient des différends avec la République
gabonaise pendant la période de notte représentation 4 votre égard, Pat conséquent, cofnme
condition 4 notte engagement dans cette rission, vous avez accepté que notte cabinet puisse
continuer 4 représenter ou puisse établit des engagements futurs pout représenter des clients
existants ou nouveaux dans une affaire on sur une posmon autre quune affaite dans laquelle nous
vous xeptésentons confotmément & cette position, qui vous serait défavorable ou dans lesquelles vos
intéréts pousraient étre affectés. Nous convenons, toutefois, que votre consentement éveritucl 4 la
:eptéscntauon contradictoite contenue dsis la ph.mse ptécédente n’est pas applicable dans tous les
cas, oy, comme résultat de notre feprésenitation & votre égard, nous aurions obtenu des informations
sensibles, exclusives ou autreinent confidentielles de nature non pubhques, qui, si elles venaient 4 1a
connaissance de ces auties clients qui. sont les ndtres, poutraient étre utilisées dans ces auttes affaires
par ces clients au détriment de la République gabonaise.

Résiliation de la mission. Vous pouvez résilier notre mission, avee ou sans motif, 4 tout moment, au
moyen d'un préavis éctit que vous nous adresseriez. La résiliation de nos segvices ne pourta pas
litniter votre obligation de payer les services rendus et pout toutes les dépenses et autres frais
encourus jiisqu'd la date & laquelle nous recevtons une notificition de résiliation, et pour tous les
travauk supplémentaires dont nous pourrons avoit besoin, afin de faciliter une transition ordonnée
des dossiars en cours aiu moment de la résiliation,

323686
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M. Maixent Acciombessi Nkani
République Gabonaise

29 octobre 2015

Page4 de 5

Nous pouvons tésilier notre engagement pout l'une des raisons petmises en vertu des Regles de
déontologie du District de Colufribia (DC) notamment votre ificapacité 4 payer 4 temps nos
factures, de fausses déclarations relatives & (ou l'omission de divulguet) des faits importants, des
mesures pnses en opposition 4 nos ‘conseils, ou toute autre conduite ou situation portant atteinte, 4
notte avis, 4 une relation avocat-client efficace entre nous ou qui susciterait des contlits avec nos
responsabilités ptofessxonnelles Daas le cas ot la République Gabongise met fin 4 cet accord A tout
moment ct pour. quelque raison que ce soit, nous serons en dtoit de conscrver le montant total des
hotiotaites payés 4 notre cabinet et de demnander le remboutsement de tout débours encoutus pat
nous, Dans le cas o Bryan Cave LLP met fin @ cet accord pout quelque taison que ce soit, nous
poutrons conserver 25% du montant dés honoraites qui tous auta été payé, indépendamment du
temps écoulé au moment de la résilistion; de plus, les 75% restant fetont Pobjet d’un
remboursement ~ en compensation de tout débours encousus — sut une. base pro rata tempons.
Cette lettre constitue un avertissement raisonnable concernant notre détermination 3 nous retiter de
votte représentation dans cette affaite, si vous manquez i remplit une obhganon substantielle
notre egaxd concernant nos services, Les autres motifs de résiliation de notre représentation sont
énoncés 3 I'atticle 1.16 du Code de déontologic du District de Colambia (DC), dont nous pouvons
vous fournit une copie i votre demande, Nous pouvohs demandes une stipulation signée pat vos
soins, permettant notre retrait, en tant qu'avocat vous teprésentant dans une proccdure judicidire,
d‘arbxtmge ou des procéduces similaires, et dans ce cas, vous consentez & l'avance 4 notte retrait.

N otte xcpresentauon de vos intdréts devra également prendte fin lorsqu'une une affaite pour laquelle
notte cabinet a été engagé auta été menée & son terme, indépendatiment de la présentation ou du
réglcmant de notre factute d’honotaires par vos soins, Jusqu'a la sésilistion de notre relation, ni
vous-méme, ni notte Cabinet n’avons obligation d' acceptet de nouvelles missions ou de poufsulvre
la représentation dans tout autre dossier, sauf 3 ce qu'un accord soit mutuellement conclu pat écrit,

Représentation. future. Dans Je cas od notre mission exigerait que nous préparions un contrat
ptévoyant des droits et des obligations continus de votre part, .la possibilité existe qu’un différend
concernant 'interprétation ou 1'applicntion' de ce contrat sutvienpe aprés la tésiliadon de notre
mission. En 'sbsence de notre accord éctit exptés, vous ne pouvez pas supposet que notre Cabmet
continuera d'étre libre de vous représenter dans un litige futur concetnant ce conttat,

" Conservation des dossiets et Confidentialit¢. Généralement, nous gardons les dossiers de chagque
client pendant unc durée de dix ans suivant la cloture du dossier, Aptés dix ans, nous détruisons ces
dossiers, sauf si le client nous demande de ne pas le faite. Si vous souhsitez que nous conservions
vos fichiets petidant une durée plus Jongue, veuillez bien vouloir tious en aviser. Nous congetverons
(par-devers nous ?) toutes informations et communications confidentelles.

Arbitrage de différends. En cas de litige concetnant nos honoraires et auttes frais, le différend sera
réglé par voie d'atbitrage. L'atbitrage doit étre entendu par le Conscil darbitrage entre avacats et
clients du Disttict de Golumbia (D.C..Attorney Client Arbttration Board ou « ACAB »), conformément
aux régles établies par 'ACAB pout la conduite de ces arbltrages Les regles de l'ACAB sont

- J2368.6
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" - M. Maixent Accrombeéssi Nkani
République Gabonaise
29 octobie 2015
Page5de 5

disponibles auptés du petsonnel de 'ACAB, L'ACAB foutnit des conscils aux clients en ce qui
coiicetiie les régles de 'ACAB et les effets juridiques d’un consentement 4 l'arbitrage. Nous vous
eicoutigeons 4 communiquer avee 'ACAB pour toutes les questions que vous pourtiez vous poser
concertiant cetle clause d'atbitrage ou lés rdgles de 'ACAB, avant votre exécution de cette
déclaration. Le numéro de téléphone de ACAB est le (202) 437-4700, poste 238.

iction et d'exécution. Vous renoncez explesqement par Ia
présente 4 vous ptévaloit devant toutes juridictions ou ttibunaux atbitraux, quel gue soit le lieu ot le
territoire en questmn pout vous-méme et pout tous vos biens de toute immuriité souveraine de
natute 3 faite échec 2 la conduite de toute procédute arbitrale ou 4 I'exécuton d‘une sentence
rendue pat tin teibunal atbitral constitué conforméfment dux présentes Conditions.

Erais. Nous remettons notmalement chaque mois 4 nos clients des états de mission, comprenant
habituellement certdins frais autres que les frais pout les services juridiques, Ces frais' peuvent inclute
des frais de tiets (tels que les frais de dépdt, les sténogriphes judiciaites et les dep)acements) et les
feais interirés, Tout voyage nécessaite sera cffectué on classe affaire. Les clients peuvent étre invités &
paycr difectement les factures de tiers les plus impottantes. Les autres frais de tiets seront ajoutés 4
nos factures sans majoration. Le Cabinet a choisi de facturet certaines activités de soutien sur In base
de l'utilisatiori individuelle de chaque cﬁent, au lieu de les inclute dans ses taux horaires d'honotaires,

Droit applicable. Méme si notte Cabinet dispose: de bureaux et gére des affaites dans de nombréeux
endtoits, notre mission seta tégie par le droit du District de Columbia, y compns les régles de
déontoelogie du D.C.

323686
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Gertification

The undersigtied, ]6seph Smallhoover, heteby certifies that the attached lettet agréement regarding
“Engagement of Bryan Cave LLP” is a true and accusate tranglation of the attached letter agreement
- tegard “El wrgyinent de Bryan Cave LLP,” which is a contract between the Gabonese Repubhc and

NOTARY Puauco
. My Commission Expites:.____MyCommi i lSTH!OTOFOOLm,A

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2016 4:43:06 PM |
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¢

M. Maixent Accrombessi Nkani_

Gabonese Republic
29 October 2015
[Rcvxe\ved and agreed]
[Seal of the Ptesidency of the Gaboncsc Republic]
/ [ngnature]
Octobet 29, 2015
JONFIDENT

Mz, Maixent Accrombessi Nkani

Chief of Staff, Presidency of the Gaboriese Republic.
Gabonese Republic

Libreville '

Gabon

Re: - Engagement of Bryan Cave LLP.
Deat Mt, Chief of Staff:

We are pleased that you have chosen to engage Bryan Cave LLP to represent the Gabonese

Republic in connection with its efforts to promote closet diplomatic relations with the United States

of America. Consistent with our normal practice, this letter and the attached Statement of

Engagement Tetms and Billing Practices (the “Staternent”) set forth the tetms of our engagement, -
The Statement is importarit and provided to you so that you undetstand in advance how vanous

issues will be handled .

Our engagement is - conditioned upon receipt of the signéd copy of this letter from you confirming
your undetstanding and apptoval of these terms of our engagement. | .

Qut total fee will be an up-front payment of one million three hundred eighty thousand U.S. doHats
(US $1,380,000.00) payable in’advance. We separately charge for expenses and other charges ‘
incurred in connection with rendenng our services, all as described in the Statement, :

The term of our engagement shall commence on the date otir fee is paid in full to our bank account
as mdlca(:cd on the fee statement, and shall end on December 31 2016.

. We will be your ptimary contacts fot this engagcment. You should know ~t‘hat certain of out
~ Government Affairs and Public Policy professionals ate not attomejs and may not provide legal

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2016 4:43:06 PM .
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‘M. Maixent Accrombessi Nkani’
Gabonese Republic
- 29 October 2015

.advxcc or give legal opinions, They ate deslgnated with the ndcs “Seniot Policy Advtsor” “Pohcy
Advisot” or'othiet ntlcs that included the term “Government Affairs.”

Our relationship is oné of mutgal trust, We encoiirage you to inquite. about any matter relating to
our engagement, including fees and expenses.

We appreciate the confidence you have placed in us and we look forward to working with you. If
this: letter and the Statement cortectly set fotth our mutual undesstanding, please sign and date the
enclosed copy of thxs letter and tetatn it to us with the attached Statement.

Please accept, Mt. ChJef. of Staff, thé expression of our hlghest considération,

- [Signhature] ‘ , [Signature]
David C. Russell o : Joseph Smallhoover

THIS CONTRACT CONTAINS A BINDING ARBITRATION PROVISION WHICH
MAY BE ENFORCED BY THE PARTIES.

THESE TERMS INCLUDING THE ATTACHED STATEMENT OF ENGAGEMENT
TERMS AND BILLING PRACTICES ARE APPROVED.

Datcd January 29, 2016
PRESIDENCY OF THE GABONESE REPUBLIC

[Seal of the Presidency of the Gabonese Republic]
[Signature]. '

By: Mr. Maixent Accrombessi Nkani
Chief of Staff
Its Authorized Representative

Receiy'ed by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2016 4:43:06 PM
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"Mz, Malxcnt Accrombess1 Nkana

Gabonese Republic. -
Octobet 29,2015

STATEMENT OF ENGAGEMENT TERMS
AND BILLING PRACTICES

Fees In serving the. client we attempt to utilize those lawyers, legal assistants and fee professionals
havxng the lowest hourly billing rates commensurate with the legal knowledge and level of

expetience vequired in order to achieve the client’s objectwe The selection of those lawyets; legal

assistants and fee professionals who will render segvices will be made by the lawyer having overall

supetvisory responsxbﬂ.(ty for each engagement, taking into consideration the naturte of the

engagement, the office in which most of those services are likely to be tendered, the degree of legal

expetience and knowledge tequited in order to achieve the client’s objective, the availability of
lawyers, legal assistants and fee professionals to wotk on the engagement, and theit houtly billing -
rates. . . .

chrcsentauon in Other Matters We ate a large law fitm and we tepresent many othet countties,

_ compariies and individuals, To avoid any misunderstanding in connection with out current (and any

future) engagement fot you, we confitm that We have not been asked to act as counsel for any othet
entity or emanation of the Gabonese Repubhc., Any such relationship, if undertaken by us with any
group diefiiber, must be sepatatély entered into,

It is possible that some of our present or future clients will have disputes with the Gabonese
Republic-during the time, that we are representifig you, Thetefore; as a condition to our undertaking
this engagement, you have agreed that our Fitm may continue to represent ot tmay undertake in the
future to répresent existing or new clients in any matter on a position, othet than a matter in which
we represent you with respect to that position, that is advefse to you or in which your interests may
be adversely affected. We agree, however, that your prospective consent to conflicting
representation contained in the pireceding sentence shall not apply in any instance whete as the tesult
of our representation of you we have obtained sensitive, proptietary or other confidential

“information of a non-public nature that, if known to any such other client of outs, could be used in

any §uch other matter by such client to the disadvantage of the Gabonese Republic.

Termination of Engagement. You may terminate our engagement with or without cause at any time
on written notice to us, Tetmination of our ‘setvices will not affect yout fesponsibility to pay for
services rendered and all expenses and other charges incutred up to the date when we receive notice
of termination, and for : any ‘further work tequired of us in otder to facilitate an orderly turngver of

atters in process at the time of tetmination,

We may tcrmlnatc out engagement for any of \the reasons petmitted under the D.C. Rules of
Professional Conduct, including jour failire to' promptly pay our bills, misrepresentation of (or
failure to ‘disclose) any material facts, action taken contrary to out advice, or any othet conduct ot

]

Received bj; NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2016 4:43:06 PM




Case 1:19-cv-01577 Document 1-2. Filed 05/29/19 Page 10 of 11
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit - 06/06/2016 - 4:43:06 PM.

M. Maixent Accrombessi Nkana '
Gabonese Republic
October 29, 2015

situation that in our ]udgment impaits an effectlve attorney—chcnt telationship between us ot
presents conflicts with out professional fesponsibilities, :

If this agreement is tetrninited by the Gabonese Republic at whatever time and for whatever reason,

+ we will be entitled to keep the entire fee paid to us and to seek reimbursemient for any out of pocket
expenses that We have incurred. If this agreement is terminated by Bryan Cave LLP for Whatever
reason, we may keep 25% of the fee paid to us, regatdless of the time termination occuts;
furthermote, the remaining 75% will be subject to teimbutsement — followifig set off of any
{unreimbiutsed out of pocket expenses — on a pro rata tempons basis. This letter constitutes
reasonable warnipg that we will withdiaw from tepresenting you in this matter if you fail

 substantially to fulfill an obhgauon to us regarding our setvices. Other grounds for terminating our
teptesentation ate set forth in Rule 1.16 of the D.C. Rules of Professional Conduct, a copy of which
we will ptovide you on request. We thay request a stipilation executed by you allowing us to
withdraw as your attorney in any judicial, atbxtrauon ot similar proceedings, ift which event you
agtee in advarice to our withdrawal)

Out teptesentation of the Gabonese Republic will also terminate when a matter for which our Firm
was hired has been compléted, whether or not out bill to you for services his been rendered or paid.
Upon tetmination of our relationship, neither you nor the Fitm has a duty to accept new
engagements or to continue representation in any matters unless mutually agteed in writing,

Future. Representation. In the event out engagement necessitates' that we prepate an agrecment
which ptovides for ongoing rights and obligations on your part, a dispute. concetning the
interpretation or enforceability of that agreement may subsequently atise after our engagefnent has

- béen terminated. In the absence of out express written agreement, you may not assume that the
Fitm will continue to be free to frepresetit you in a future dispute concetning such agreement,

Retention of Files. and Conﬁdennahgg Generally, we. keep each client’s files for ten yeass after we
close the file, After ten years, we destroy those files unless the client tells us otherwise, If you want
us to keep your files for a longet period of Umc, please tell us, We will keep all communications and
information confidential,

Atbitration of Dispute. Should any dispute atise concetning our fees and othet charges, the dispute
will be settled by arbxtrauon ‘The arbitration shall be heard by the. D.C. Attorney Client Arbitration
Board (“ACAB”), in accordance with the rules established by the ACAB for the conduct of such
arbitrations, ‘The ACAB’s rules are available from the ACAB staff. The ACAB provides counseling
to clients tegarding ACAB’s rules and the legal effects of agreeing to atbitration, We encoutage you
to contact the ACAB with any questions you may have regarding this arbitration provision or the
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tules of the ACAB prior to your execution of thls letter. The phone number for the ACAB is (202)
437-4700, extension 238.

Waivet_of Immunigy fiom jurisdiction and execution, 'I'hc Gabonese Republic expressly hetéby

waives any sovereign immunity, before any atbitration coutts ot tribunals, regardless. of the tetritory
in question, for itself and all its assets, which might frustrate the conduct of any atbiteal proceedings
ot the execution of an award rendered by an arbitration tnbunal constituted in accordance with this
Statcmcnt

Chasges. Our statements to our clients are normally rendeted on a monthly basis, and ordinatily
include certain charges other than fees for legal services, These charges may Include thitd-party
expenses (such as filing fees, court reportets and travel) and internal expenses. All necessaty travel
will be at applicable business class rates. Clients may be asked to pay larger third-party invoices
directly, Othet thxrd—patty expenses will be added to our bills with no markup. The Fitm has
elected to charge for certain support activities on the basis of each client's 1nd1v1dual use instead of
covering them in its houtly rates for fee earnets.

Applicable Taw. Even though our Firm has offices and ttansacts business in nametrous locations,
our engagement will be goveined by District of Columbia law, including the D.C.- Rules of
Professional Conduct.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2016 4:43:06 PM




Case 1:19-cv-01577 Document 1-3 Filed 05/29/19 Page 1 of 2

JS-44 (Rev. 6/17 DC)

CIVIL COVER

SHEET

. (a) PLAINTIFFS

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

1155 F Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20004

(b) COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF
(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES)

DEFENDANTS
The Gabonese Republic

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED DEFENDANT

(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)
NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED

(c) ATTORNEYS (FIRM NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER)
Rodney F. Page / Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP

1155 F Street NW Suite 500
Washington DC 20004

Phone (202) 508-6000 Fax (202) 508-6200

ATTORNEYS (IF KNOWN)

11. BASIS OF JURISDICTION
(PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX ONLY)

1 U.S. Government
Plaintiff

O 2 U.S. Government
Defendant

I11. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (PLACE AN x IN ONE BOX FOR
PLAINTIFF AND ONE BOX FOR DEFENDANT) FOR DIVERSITY CASES ONLY!
O 3 Federal Quest PTF DFT PTF DFT
ederal Question
(U.S. Government Not a Party) | Citizen of this State @ 1 O 1 Incorporated or Principal Place O O 4
of Business in This State
© BL\G?LZEgCitizenshi of Citizen of Anotherstae. Q2 O 2 Incorporated and Principal Place Os Os
Parties in item I11) P of Business in Another State
Citizen or Subject of a 3 3
Foreign Country O O Foreign Nation O 6 @ 6

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT
(Place an X in one category, A-N, that best represents your Cause of Action and one in a corresponding Nature of Suit)

O A. Antitrust

[J410 Antitrust

O B. Personal Injury/
Malpractice

[] 310 Airplane

[ 315 Airplane Product Liability
[] 320 Assault, Libel & Slander
[1330 Federal Employers Liability
[ 340 Marine

[] 345 Marine Product Liability
[1 350 Motor Vehicle

[ 355 Motor Vehicle Product Liability
[1 360 Other Personal Injury

[1 362 Medical Malpractice

[ 365 Product Liability

[1s64s

O C. Administrative Agency
Review

[ 151 Medicare Act

Social Security
[] 861 HIA (1395ff)

[ 862 Black Lung (923)
[1 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g))

SID Title XVI

[ 865 RSI (405(g))

Other Statutes

[] 891 Agricultural Acts

[] 893 Environmental Matters

[1 367 Health Care/Pharmaceutical
Personal Injury Product Liability
[ 368 Asbestos Product Liability

[] 890 Other Statutory Actions (If
Administrative Agency is
Involved)

O D. Temporary Restraining
Order/Preliminary
Injunction

Any nature of suit from any category
may be selected for this category of
case assignment.

*(If Antitrust, then A governs)*

® E. General Civil (Other)

OR

O F. Pro Se General Civil

Real Property
[1210 Land Condemnation

[1220 Foreclosure

[]230 Rent, Lease & Ejectment
[1240 Torts to Land

[1245 Tort Product Liability
[1290 All Other Real Property

Personal Property
[_1370 Other Fraud

[1371 Truthin Lending

[1380 Other Personal Property
Damage

1385 Property Damage
Product Liability

Bankruptcy
[ 422 Appeal 27 USC 158

[] 423 Withdrawal 28 USC 157

Prisoner Petitions
535 Death Penalty
[ 540 Mandamus & Other
[ 550 civil Rights
[ 555 Prison Conditions
[ s60 civil Detainee — Conditions
of Confinement

Property Rights

[1820 Copyrights

[1830 Patent

[1 835 Patent — Abbreviated New
Drug Application

[1840 Trademark

Federal Tax Suits
[[] 870 Taxes (US plaintiff or
defendant)

[]871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC
7609

Forfeiture/Penalty
[] 625 Drug Related Seizure of

Property 21 USC 881
[[] 690 Other

Other Statutes

[] 375 False Claims Act

[1376 Qui Tam (31 USC
3729(a))

[ 400 state Reapportionment

[ 430 Banks & Banking

[] 450 Commerce/ICC
Rates/etc.

[] 460 Deportation

[[] 462 Naturalization
Application

[ 465 Other Immigration
Actions

[ 470 Racketeer Influenced
& Corrupt Organization

[] 480 Consumer Credit

[] 490 Cable/Satellite TV

[ 850 Securities'Commodities/
Exchange

[] 896 Arbitration

[1 899 Administrative Procedure
Act/Review or Appeal of
Agency Decision

[] 950 Constitutionality of State
Statutes

890 Other Statutory Actions
(if not administrative agency
review or Privacy Act)
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O G. Habeas Corpus/
2255

530 Habeas Corpus — General

[] 510 Motion/Vacate Sentence

[ 463 Habeas Corpus — Alien
Detainee

O H. Employment
Discrimination

[] 442 Civil Rights — Employment
(criteria: race, gender/sex,
national origin,
discrimination, disability, age,
religion, retaliation)

*(If pro se, select this deck)*

O 1. FOIA/Privacy Act

1895 Freedom of Information Act
[1890 Other Statutory Actions
(if Privacy Act)

*(If pro se, select this deck)*

O J. Student Loan

[]152 Recovery of Defaulted
Student Loan
(excluding veterans)

O K. Labor/ERISA
(non-employment)

[] 710 Fair Labor Standards Act
[1 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations
[] 740 Labor Railway Act
[1 751 Family and Medical

Leave Act
[] 790 Other Labor Litigation
[ 791 Empl. Ret. Inc. Security Act

O L. Other Civil Rights
(non-employment)

[[]441 Voting (if not Voting Rights
Act)

[[]443 Housing/Accommodations

[]440 Other Civil Rights

[]445 Americans w/Disabilities —
Employment

[[]446 Americans w/Disabilities —
Other

[] 448 Education

O M. Contract

[1110 nsurance

[ 120 Marine

1130 Miller Act

140 Negotiable Instrument

150 Recovery of Overpayment
& Enforcement of
Judgment

[J153 Recovery of Overpayment
of Veteran’s Benefits

[] 160 Stockholder’s Suits

[] 190 Other Contracts

[1195 Contract Product Liability

[]196 Franchise

© N. Three-Judge
Court

[[] 441 Civil Rights - Voting
(if Voting Rights Act)

V. ORIGIN
@ 1 Original O 2 Removed
Proceeding from State
Court

O 3 Remanded

from Appellate
Court

or Reopened

O 4 Reinstated O 5 Transferred

O 6 Multi-district O 7 Appeal to

O s Multi-district

from another Litigation District Judge Litigation —
district (specify) from Mag. Direct File
Judge

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION (CITE THE U.S. CIVIL STATUTE UNDER WHICH YOU ARE FILING AND WRITE A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CAUSE.)
Petition to Enforce Arbitration Award against Foreign Nation under Federal Arbitration Act (9 USC §1) and 28 USC § 1330

VII. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS
ACTION UNDER F.R.C.P. 23

DEMAND $
JURY DEMAND:

YES

Check YES only if demanded in complaint

NO

VIIl. RELATED CASE(S)
IF ANY

(See instruction)

ves ]

No [[T]

If yes, please complete related case form

DATE: May 29, 2019

SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET JS-44
Authority for Civil Cover Sheet

The JS-44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and services of pleadings or other papers as required
by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the
Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of Court for each civil complaint filed.
Listed below are tips for completing the civil cover sheet. These tips coincide with the Roman Numerals on the cover sheet.

l. COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF/DEFENDANT (b) County of residence: Use 11001 to indicate plaintiff if resident
of Washington, DC, 88888 if plaintiff is resident of United States but not Washington, DC, and 99999 if plaintiff is outside the United States.

1. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES: This section is completed only if diversity of citizenship was selected as the Basis of Jurisdiction

under Section Il.

V. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT: The assignment of a judge to your case will depend on the category you select that best
represents the primary cause of action found in your complaint. You may select only one category. You must also select one corresponding
nature of suit found under the category of the case.

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION: Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and write a brief statement of the primary cause.

VIIL.
the Clerk’s Office.

RELATED CASE(S), IF ANY: If you indicated that there is a related case, you must complete a related case form, which may be obtained from

Because of the need for accurate and complete information, you should ensure the accuracy of the information provided prior to signing the form.
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28 USC 1608 Summons
12/11

CLEAR FORM |

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP

Plaintiff

V. Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-1577

THE GABONESE REPUBLIC

~— O

Defendant

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address) The Gabonese Republic
c/o Abdu Razzaq Guy Kambogo (Foreign Minister)
Ministre des Affiares etrangeres
de Independence Boulevard, Boulevard Triomphal
Libreville, Gabon

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 60 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) you must
serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of

Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney, whose name and

address are: Rodney F. Page

rfpage@bclplaw.com

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP
1155 F Street NW, Suite 500

Washington, DC 20004

Phone (202) 508-6000 Fax (202) 508-6200
Counsel for Petitioner

If you fail to respond, judgment by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the
complaint. You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

ANGELA D. CAESAR, CLERK OF COURT

Date:

Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (1))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date)

O I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ;or

(A I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

O I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or
O I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or
O Other (specify):
My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ 0.00

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:

Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:

[ e W Seers




