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As 5G Race Heats Up, Federal Lobbying Intensifies

As the United States positions itself to lead the global rollout of 5G — the fifth-generation of wireless technology and standards — technology
and telecommunications firms have been ramping up their lobbying spending to speed its implementation ahead of rivals.

Local governments continued their advocacy in the fourth quarter, including several that have joined suits against the FCC on its order outlining
rules for how localities approve small cell wireless technology. Two industry trade groups stepped up their lobbying spending significantly —
CTIA, which represents members of the wireless industry, and NCTA, the trade group for broadband and cable companies. Although lobbying
disclosure reports do not disaggregate how much each group spends on a particular issue, NCTA’s filings mentioning 5G totaled $3.84 million,
up from $2.78 million in the third quarter. CTIA's totaled $3.77 million, up from $2.34 million last quarter.
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