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The Institute of International Education’s 2018 Open Doors Report on International 

Educational Exchange tracked the number of students from other countries 

enrolled in U.S. higher education institutions and found that most were working 

on master’s and doctorate degrees. Those attending special-focus

institutions were predominantly studying art, music or design.

Nov. 29, 2018

Total international student enrollment 
in U.S. higher education institutions

Total 2017-2018 international student enrollment

By U.S. higher education institution type 

1% of total U.S. enrollment 2% 3% 4% 5%

0

0.2M

0.4M

0.6M

0.8M

1.0M

25,464

1.1M

1948-1949 ’58 to ’59 ’68 to ’69 ’88 to ’89 ’98 to ’99 ’08 to ’09 ’17 to ’18

Doctorate-granting
universities

Doctorate-
granting

universities

Master’s colleges
and universities

Master’s
universities

and colleges

Baccalaureate
colleges

Baccalaureate
colleges

Associate
colleges

Associate
colleges

Special-focus
institutions

Special-focus
institutions

762,311

160,580

37,090

94,562

40,249 Art, music, design

Business and management

Medical 

Other health professions

Faith-related

Engineering

Law 

Other

25,693

5,366

4,295

2,311

1,670

640

47

227

Up 10%
Down 1%Down 2%

Up 3%
Up 2%

’78 to ’79

Percentage change
from 2016-2017


