November 14, 2018

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman Ranking Member

109 Hart Senate Office Building 731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow,

On behalf of our millions of members across the country, the undersigned organizations strongly urge
you to oppose the nomination of Scott Hutchins as chief scientist for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Hutchins spent over 30 years of his career working at Dow AgroSciences with a focus on pesticides.' His
strong ties to corporate agribusiness and pesticide companies present serious conflicts of interest that
will undoubtedly affect his ability to serve as chief scientist for the USDA. Hutchins would also be the
third member of Dow AgroSciences’ pesticide and seed division to hold a high-level position in the
Trump administration’s USDA."

We are deeply concerned that the Senate is confirming nominees to regulate the products and conduct
of their former employers. If Hutchins is confirmed to this post, it would be to the detriment of
independent farmers, workers and consumers, and our environment.

If confirmed, Hutchins would be setting the agenda for the agency’s $2.9 billion research budget to
advance scientific knowledge related to agriculture through research, extension and education.” He
would provide leadership and oversight for the Agricultural Research Service, National Institute of Food
and Agriculture, National Agricultural Library and National Agricultural Statistics Service. These
programs cover a variety of important agricultural issues including nutrition, food safety, crop
production and protection, natural resources, sustainable agricultural systems and the economic
viability of U.S. farms.

Over the past twenty years, Dow Chemical has spent a minimum of $2.44 million and up to $14.43
million per year lobbying the federal government.” Some of the company’s top priorities include
working to secure approval to introduce new pesticides into the market, working to secure approval to
merge with DuPont, preventing regulation of its pesticides, preventing labeling of genetically modified
foods and reforming the Endangered Species Act to end EPA’s review of whether pesticides it
manufactures may impact threatened or endangered species.” The company urged the Trump
administration to set aside research demonstrating harm to three organophosphate pesticides it
manufactures that pose threats to endangered species.”

The Trump administration has demonstrated it has an unhealthy relationship with Dow Chemical at the
expense of the health and safety of the American public and our environment. In 2015, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, based on the weight of the scientific evidence, was set to ban the
pesticide chlorpyrifos, which Dow manufactures.'' However, the Trump administration reversed the
proposed ban after Dow delivered $1 million to Donald Trump’s inaugural committee. "



Scott Hutchins has a history of defending the toxic pesticide chlorpyrifos. In 2001, Hutchins
expressed disappointment that Dow needed to limit uses of the pesticide, complaining that the
Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA) put Dow’s organophosphates under scrutiny. *

Hutchins encourages growers to use pesticides, even when less toxic alternatives are available.
In a 2006 presentation, Hutchins claimed, “Integrative Pest Management does/should NOT
advocate avoidance of technology.”* While many practitioners of Integrative Pest Management
view the practice as a way to significantly reduce synthetic pesticide use and utilize them as a
“last resort”, Hutchins has co-opted the term to encourage pesticide application. Should Scott
Hutchins gain control of USDA’s research programs, he could use the agency’s infrastructure
and grant making to advance his harmful vision of chemical intensive agriculture under the
guise of ecologically sustainable practices.

We need someone at the helm of USDA’s science and research programs who understands the
importance of growing stronger local agricultural economies and supports independent family farmers
and ranchers who are working hard to meet U.S. consumers’ demand for healthier, cleaner food
(including organic agriculture) grown without the use of synthetic hormones, routine antibiotics, GMOs
or toxic pesticides. We also need a leader who will invest public research dollars in ways that help
farmers develop strategies and practices that address challenges including climate change, herbicide
drift, and pesticide and GMO contamination. Given Scott Hutchins’s conflicts of interests, it is clear he is
not fit to serve as chief scientist for USDA.

We call on the Senate to oppose Hutchins’ nomination as Undersecretary for Research, Education and
Economics for USDA to protect farmers, the American public and our environment.

Sincerely,
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