
Energy Sector Spending on Political Candidates 
The alternative energy industry has donated more money to political candidates this year than has coal mining, according to the 
Center for Responsive Politics. But both industries are dwarfed by contributions from the oil and gas industry and from electrical 
utilities. Republicans get most of the money distributed by fossil fuel industries, and this year GOP candidates have surpassed 
Democrats in alternative energy contributions, which are dominated by red-state wind power and biofuel companies.
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Claire McCaskill (MO)
Joe Donnelly (IN)
David Young (IA)
Deb Fischer (NE)
Dean Heller (NV)

Martin Heinrich (NM)
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Greg Walden (OR)
$239

John Barrasso (WY)
233

Steny Hoyer (MD)
201

Kevin Brady (TX)
182

John Shimkus (IL)
169

Fred Upton (MI)
169

Kevin McCarthy (CA)
160

Mark Warner (VA)
152

Debbie Stabenow (MI)
144

Bob Casey (PA)
134
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Luther Strange (AL)
Mike Braun (IN)

Kevin Cramer (ND)
Andy Barr (KY)

Patrick Morrisey (WV)
Bill Johnson (OH)

Evan Jenkins (WV)
Kevin McCarthy (CA)

Rupie Phillips Jr. (WV)
Martha McSally (AZ)
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2018 data are as of Oct. 16

OIL AND GAS

As of Oct. 16, in thousands of dollars

TOP 2018 ELECTION
CYCLE RECIPIENTS

John Barrasso (WY)
406

Paul Ryan (WI)
394

Kevin Cramer (ND)
361

Beto O’Rourke (TX)
353

Heidi Heitkamp (ND)
341

Kevin McCarthy (CA)
327

Kevin Brady (TX)
326

John Cornyn (TX)
306

Steve Scalise (LA)
272

Donations to candidates
Includes contributions from individuals, 
political action committees and soft/outside 
money. Does not chart outside spending.

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION

Republican recipients

Democratic recipients

Midterm elections

General elections
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GOP DEM

Ted Cruz (TX)
$443

Poet
Amer. Wind Energy

Growth Energy
Cypress Creek Renew.

Laufer Wind Group
SEIA

Iberdrola SA
Tin Thanh Industrial

Depcom Power
ICM

$0.55
0.24
0.23

0.11
0.10
0.10
0.10
0.10
0.09
0.07

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

TOP CONTRIBUTORS

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

TOP CONTRIBUTORS

Pinnacle West Capital
$2.34

NextEra Energy
2.15

NRECA
1.85

Exelon
1.24

General Atomics
0.94

Duke Energy
0.92

Southern
0.89

PG&E
0.78

Dominion Energy
0.69

FirstEnergy
0.64

Alliance
Murray Energy

Cumberland Devel.
Boich Companies

Arch Coal
NexGen

River Trading
Contura Energy

Drummond
Peabody Energy

$2.54
1.45

1.05
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MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

TOP CONTRIBUTORS

To candidates, parties, outside spending groups

TOP  2018 ELECTION
CYCLE CONTRIBUTORS
As of Oct. 16, in millions of dollars

OIL AND GAS

Chevron
4.33

Marathon Petroleum
3.98

Stewart & Stevenson
3.26

CrownQuest
2.47

Pilot
1.80

UOP Russell
1.80

Occidental Petroleum
1.65

ConocoPhillips
1.57

Energy Transfer
1.53

Koch Industries

$8.20

REPUBLICAN  RECIPIENTS

DEMOCRATIC  RECIPIENTS

REPUBLICAN  RECIPIENTS

DEMOCRATIC  RECIPIENTS

As of Oct. 16

As of Oct. 16

As of Oct. 16

Note: Total candidate 
contributions are from each 
industry only, and represent a 
partial amount of all donations 
received.

Click here for more information about DataPoint,
and your Account Manager will follow up shortly.
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