
Conference Committee Approves Labor-HHS-Education Spending Bill
Appropriators plan to avoid a government shutdown by passing the defense and Labor-HHS-Education bills together in H.R 6157, along with 
a continuing resolution that includes temporary funding for every other agency that faces a funding lapse after Sept. 30, forcing President Donald 
Trump to approve a Labor-HHS-Education bill he doesn’t like or shut down the government and military. The final Labor-HHS-Education draft 
approved in conference committee largely favors compromise over fulfilling Trump’s requests — and includes $10.7 billion more in discretionary 
funding than the administration had requested. Congress and Trump will need to approve the measure by Sept. 30 to avoid a shutdown.
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Proposed Labor-HHS-Education funding levels compared
TOTAL BUDGET AUTHORITY IN BILLIONS OF DOLLARS

Note: Fiscal 2018 totals do not include $4 billion in nonrecurring emergency supplemental appropriations.   
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** Other labor programs include the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, Mine Safety and Health Administration, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration and the O�ce of Disability Employment Policy

Fiscal 2018 enacted

Fiscal 2019 Trump administration request

Fiscal 2019 conference committee reported

The White House requested an additional $9.6 billion for 
Secretary Alex Azar’s o�ce over fiscal 2018 levels. Congress 
proposes to decrease the o�ce’s funding by $411.5 million.

The White House proposed eliminating the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, but Congress agreed in conference to fund 
it with a budget of $338 million, $4 million above 2018 levels.

Note: CMS represents the majority of HHS spending 
(see above) and is not represented below. 

The White House requested cutting $4.5 billion from 
school improvement programs. Instead, Congress would 
increase funding by $88.5 million over 2018 levels.

*** Other related agencies include the Corporation for National and Community Service, Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting, National Labor Relations Board, Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
Railroad Retirement Board, Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, Federal Mine Safety and 
Health Review Commission, National Mediation Board, Occupational Safety and Health Review 
Commission, Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access 
Commission, Committee for Purchase from People Who are Blind or Severely Disabled, National 
Council on Disability

* Other education programs include English language acquisition, Institute of 
Education Sciences, departmental management, Federal Direct Student Loan 
Program Account, funding for Howard University, Special Institutions for Persons 
with Disabilities, Safe Schools and Citizenship Education, Indian Education, the 
Historically Black College and University Capital Financing Program Account and 
the College Housing and Academic Facilities Loans Program.
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