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The	Honorable	Valerie	Caproni	
United	States	District	Judge	
United	States	District	Court	of	the		
				South	District	of	New	York	
Thurgood	Marshall	United	States	Courthouse	
40	Foley	Square	
New	York,	NY	10007	
	
Dear	Judge	Caproni:	
My	name	is	Father	Michael	Carnevale,	OFM;	I	am	a	
Franciscan	Friar	ministering	at	St.	Francis	of	Assisi	
Church,	135	West	31st	St.,	NY,	NY	10001.	 	 	 I	have	
been	 stationed	 there	 for	 the	 last	 11	 years,	
administering	 the	 Sacraments,	 doing	 spiritual	
direction	with	 individuals,	working	on	St.	Francis	
Bread	Line	and	also	coordinating	the	scheduling	of	
the	 masses	 and	 confessions	 for	 the	 friars	 who	
work	in	the	church.		
	
I	 am	writing	concerning	 the	 sentencing	of	 Joseph	
Percoco.	 	 	 Judge,	 I	 have	 known	 Joe	 for	 about	 4	
years	 as	 he	 comes	 to	 me	 for	 Spiritual	 Direction.			
Spiritual	Direction	explores	a	deeper	relationship	
with	 the	 spiritual	 aspect	 of	 a	 human	 being.			
Describing	 spiritual	 direction	 requires	 putting	
words	 to	 a	 process	 of	 fostering	 a	 transcendent	
experience	that	lies	beyond	all	names	and	yet	the	
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experience	 longs	 to	 be	 articulated	 and	 made	
concrete	 in	 everyday	 living.	 	 	 It	 is	 easier	 to	
describe	what	 spiritual	 direction	 does	 than	what	
spiritual	 direction	 is.	 	 My	 role	 is	 not	 to	 define	
spiritual	direction,	but	to	describe	the	experience.			
It	 helps	 us	 learn	 how	 to	 live	 in	 peace,	 with	
compassion,	 promoting	 justice,	 as	 humble	
servants	of	that	which	lies	beyond	all	names.	
	
In	the	years	that	Joe	has	been	coming	to	me,	I	have	
seen	the	growth	in	him	of	living	a	better	Christian	
life,	 realizing	 the	 values	 and	 principles	 set	 down	
by	 Jesus	 Christ.	 	 	 	 I	 have	 seen	 him	 struggling	
through	 obstacles	 that	 where	 keeping	 him	 away	
from	 having	 a	 better	 relationship	 with	 his	 God.			
That	 takes	 time	 and	 in	 rooting	 out	 of	 those	
obstacles,	 the	 real	 problems	 that	 externalize	
themselves	 in	acts	etc.,	 that	stand	 in	the	way	of	a	
better	relationship	with	God.	
	
I	have	 found	Joe	to	be	very	honest	and	 forthright	
in	 wanting	 to	 living	 a	 better	 life,	 a	 life	 that	 has	
positive	 repercussions	 in	his	 relations	with	 those	
he	 comes	 in	 contact	with	on	a	daily	bases.	 	 	 This	
has	helped	him	in	his	home	life	with	his	wife	and	
children	 and	 has	 improved	 his	 communications	
and	his	sensitivity	to	their	needs.	
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July 9, 2018  
 
The Honorable Valerie Caproni  
United States District Judge  
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  
40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007 
 

Dear Judge Caproni,  

I am writing in reference to the sentencing of Joseph Percoco. I know that Joe has been convicted 
and I am writing to share my personal feelings about my longtime friend and colleague for your 
consideration as you decide his sentence.  

I am currently 38 years old and reside at . I work as a 
Managing Director at the real estate development company L&L MAG and worked with Joe in 
my capacity on Governor Cuomo’s campaign team and Office of Attorney General staff from 
2003 through 2009. I first worked for Governor Cuomo after his 2002 campaign for Governor of 
New York as his only employee for many years. I then helped to run the team and campaign for 
Attorney General and finally worked in that government office as First Deputy Director of 
Intergovernmental affairs. After I left the official staff I stayed involved with the Cuomo team 
for many years, including returning for the successful Governor’s campaign in 2010 as a 
volunteer for a few weeks.  

I have known Joe professionally and personally for 15 years and know his wife Lisa and 
daughters V  and J .  I have met his sisters many times and attended the funeral for his 
mother a few years ago. I worked extremely closely with Joe in all my years working for 
Governor Cuomo. In this time, I knew Joe to be the hardest working, most loyal and dedicated 
colleague I have ever known. Remarkably, at this time he was also just as available and 
dedicated to his immediate and extended family and network for friends and associates.  

Joe is the kind of person you call when you lost driving through New York State, even when on a 
personal trip that had nothing to do with our work together. He always picks up the phone and 
helps you find an answer, no matter the time or topic.  I have clear memories of Joe speaking to 
his sisters, mother and wife throughout all our work days, even under the most intense deadlines 
and pressure moments of a political campaign. He would be sorting out Easter plans, helping 
someone secure a lawyer, assisting in everyone’s tax deadlines. Joe famously was given a t-shirt 
that said “How can I help you today?” from someone in his family. It said everything about the 
kind of pillar of support he provided to everyone around him – he always dropped everything to 
support the people around him.  
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In our professional life, I would go to Joe to support me in all sorts of professional issues. I was 
in my early 20s, just out of college and a novice in the political world. Given the profile and 
demands of my position, there is no question I could not have succeeded without his advice and 
counsel.  Joe helped me negotiate difficult personal dynamics with regular therapy-like sessions. 
And he was the architect of executing on our responsibilities, from securing logistics around the 
Democratic Convention to planning a rally or press conference to executing a successful 
fundraiser. No detail was too small or too large for Joe to jump in on and solve.  

Joe’s determination and ability to overcome the most difficult circumstances are what impress 
me the most about his character. Having lost his father early in life, Joe became the patriarch of 
his extended family. He also recreated a family bond with the Cuomo family, Governors Mario 
and Andrew, Matilda, Chris and the extended family. He was just as much a son/brother/friend to 
all of them as he is his own family.  I will never forget the phone call Joe placed to Governor and 
Mrs. Cuomo to share his bar exam results. Having failed the test more than once before, the 
entire Cuomo network was cheering for his success and encouraging him to once and for all, put 
himself first and really detach from his responsibilities to focus on the exam. Mrs. Cuomo yelped 
with excitement when she heard the good news and ran to hand Governor Cuomo Sr. the phone 
in the shower to hear the results himself!  

For me this example says everything about Joe’s character. He was willing to retry the bar exam 
despite his (and unfortunately well known) previous failures. Everyone knew that he could pass, 
if he would only prioritize his own success and wellbeing over everyone else’s. He needed to 
stop answering phone calls from his extended network and solving everyone else’s problems.  

To sum up, it is hard to imagine the crime Joe has been convicted of being a reality.  Everything 
I know about Joe makes me think his conviction is just not possible. His number one priority has 
been protecting his family and the idea of him being away from home for any period of time is 
nothing short of devastating for Lisa and his daughters. In addition, he has done nothing in our 
entire professional life together to jeopardize or tarnish his personal integrity and reputation, or 
the reputation of the Cuomo family. Now that the headlines of his trial are public, I can’t imagine 
any worse punishment for Joe than the hurt or shame the news has brought the people he loves 
and is dedicated to the most.  

I appreciate you taking the time to read my letter and hope you will consider leniency in Joe’s 
sentencing. If you have any further questions or there is anything I can do to support this letter 
please don’t hesitate to reach me at .  

Sincerely,  

 

Ashley C. Cotton  
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 May 3, 2018 

 

 

Dear Judge Caproni, 
 
My name is Robert Engel, and I am writing this letter on behalf of my nephew Joseph Percoco. I 
have known my nephew since he was a young boy and he has always been good scholastically 
in school and very responsible at home. Joseph has always had a great work ethic. He started his 
own business as a young teenager.  
At an early age, Joseph had to take on the role as a father figure because he lost his dad and 
took care of his mom and sisters. Joseph also took care of his mother for many years who 
suffered from a rare fatal disease, he continued to take responsibility and did whatever he 
needed to do to take care of his mother till the very end.  
My nephew Joseph is a very good person with a big heart. He’s loving, caring, and respectful. 
Joseph a great father to his two beautiful daughters.  
 
Judge Caproni, I am providing this information with the hope that you will take this letter into 
consideration and show some leniency when you oppose sentencing for Joseph. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Engel 

Case 1:16-cr-00776-VEC   Document 790-1   Filed 07/18/18   Page 62 of 80



 

Mr. Frank Errico 

 

 

 

May 4, 2018 

 

The Honorable Judge Valerie Caproni 

United States    District Judge 

United States District Court for the Southern District of   

New York 

Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse 

40    Foley Square 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re:    Joseph Percoco character reference 

 

Dear Judge Caproni, 

 

I am writing this letter to share with you my stories of Joe that help describe his character. I am Joe 
Percoco's uncle, brother of his late mother, Angela Percoco.    I am the youngest of my siblings and Joe 
felt more like a younger brother rather than a nephew.    I worked for many years in the Food    Service 
Industry and am now retired. 

Joe learned to respect the law at a very early age.    When he was about 7 years old, he put a candy bar 
in his pocket while grocery shopping with his mother.    When    his mother    found out what he had 
done, she drove him to the police station where he promised that he would never do it again.    That 
was the one and only time that Joe stepped into a police station. 

At around age 14, Joe started working. He showed tremendous work    at a young age, delivering 
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newspapers and working in the landscaping business after school. He learned how the landscaping 
business was run and by the age of 17, he had his own landscaping company. Joe managed to go to 
school, participate in after school activities such as sports, and a run a very successful company before 
leaving to attend Wagner College, where he began working on his law degree. 

When his younger sister decided to also attend Wagner College, Joe's mother moved from New City, NY   
to Staten Island to be near her children.      Joe helped his mother open a bakery and would start every 
morning at 4 am to get the bakery running before going to class.    At this time, Joe was pursuing his law 
degree at St. John's University, a dream that he had since he was a young boy. Despite his busy 
schedule, he    ensured that he was there to help provide for his family. Joe learned the importance of 
education, responsibility, and family at an early age, and never forgot these values as he grew older.   

Joe's pursuit of education and hard work resulted in a long career in politics working in New York State. 
While in law school at St. John's University, he interned with former New York State governor Mario 
Cuomo. During his time there, Mario Cuomo took a liking to Joe, respecting his work ethic and relating 
to their similar Italian family values. Joe developed a close relationship with Mario's son, Andrew 
Cuomo, and began working for him. Joe dedicated his life to serving the people of New York as he 
worked for Andrew Cuomo throughout his political ascent. Joe took tremendous pride in his role as a 
public servant, asserting to always do what he thought was right. 

The values that were enstilled in Joe as a young man were essential in his development into the 
extraordinary family man that he is today. This trait started when Joe was a child, as he had an 
extremely loving and caring relationship with his maternal grandmother. When she became ill, he was 
always around to help care for her. Years later, when Joe's own mother became ill  , he 
and his siblings were her primary caregivers. Joe did everything that he could to get the best care 
possible for his mother, taking her to doctors and hospitals all over the states of New York and New 
Jersey. When she passed away at a Hospice facility, Joe was right by her side.   

Joe's family values carried on to his roles as a loving brother, husband, and father. In my many years of 
knowing him, he has always been a reliable brother to his two sisters, and has been there for them 
whenever they have needed him. Joe welcomed his wonderful wife Lisa into our family, and always 
understood the importance of providing for his family. While his profressional responsbilities were 
important to him, Joe has also been extremely active in his two daughters' lives, making sure to attend 
school functions, sporting events, birthdays, and many other milestones in their lives. Joe's presence in 
the home has been essential and his wife and children would be devestated without him. 

Having known Joe for his entire life, I can say with great certainty that Joe's recent convicted actions are 
not representative of his work ethic, his morals, or his character. Over Joe's 49 years, he has never been 
in trouble with the law and has always shown remorse for his mistakes. I greatly appreciate you reading 
my letter and would lastly ask for you to find it in your heart to show mercy on Joe during his upcoming 
sentencing. If you have any further questions, you can contact me on my cell phone at  .   
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Sincerely,   

 

 

Frank Errico 
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May 4, 2018 
 
John Errico 

 
 

 
The Honorable Valerie Caproni 
United States District Judge 
United States Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse 
40 Foley Square 
New York, NY 10007 
 

Dear Judge Caproni, 

I am writing to urge leniency in the sentencing of my cousin, Joseph Percoco, whom I have 
known for all thirty years of my life.  I am currently a teacher at Clarkstown High School North in New 
City, New York, from which Joe and I both graduated.   

  Like Joe, I consider family to be at the top of my priority list.  I consider myself extremely lucky 
to have been born in a large family.  On my father’s side alone, I have twelve aunts and uncles, and 18 
first cousins.  As I grew up, attending family parties was always a highpoint for me.  My cousin, Joe, 
deserves a lot of credit for that.  Along with my brothers, I always looked up to Joe.  We were always 
enamored with Joe’s demonstrative personality and his incredible work ethic.  Joe started his own 
landscaping business when he was 18 years old and worked his way through law school.  His assiduous 
nature and likeable personality led Joe to make lifelong connections and relationships.  Anyone who 
knows or works with Joe can attest for his character.  All of these qualities has always inspired me to do 
the same.  I proudly worked my way through college and graduate school to be a teacher.  I treat every 
student, parent, teacher, and administrator with the utmost respect because that is what I know, from 
firsthand experience from Joe, is the right thing to do. 

  Joe has always tried to help anyone who needed it, by doing everything he could to do just that.  
He has helped both of my brothers and I get interviews as we were all working in high school and 
college.  Joe has always preached the importance of experience and professionalism.  Joe’s uncles 
helped him as he was just starting out, and now he has done the same for his younger cousins like me.  
We will always be grateful for his help and continue to find any and every opportunity to repay him and 
his family.  Joe values family and on many occasions been the facilitator behind activities that we can all 
do together.  From barbeques to sporting events, Joe continues to find ways to create time in his busy 
schedule to spend time with his large extended family.   

  I understand the charges and the conviction may give an impression about Joe, but to the 
people who truly know him, the current situation does not represent who my cousin really is.  I’ve 
always known Joe to be a remorseful person.  I am sure that he regrets any wrongdoings he may have 
committed.   
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  Please take the above information into consideration when determining the sentencing.  Joseph 
Percoco is much more than the defendant in the trial.  He is a loyal, generous, and family oriented 
person.  Please keep that and his family in mind when making you decision.  Thank you very much for 
taking to the time to read this letter.  Should you have any further questions or concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me at  .   

 

 

Respectfully, 

John Errico 
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ATMT-LTB-SD                                                3 MAY 2018   
 
The Honorable Valerie Caproni  
United States District Judge  
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  
40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Judge Caproni, 
 
 My name is Major Vito Errico of  and I write 
to you today in solemn support of my cousin and lifelong friend, Joseph Percoco.  Over the 
course of your career, I am sure you have received hundreds of letters like this for people in 
difficult, life-altering situations.  My hope is that this letter will provide you with a deeper insight 
of Joe’s core values so that you might show him the leniency that he so very deserves. 
 Before discussing Joe, I wanted to tell you that I am no stranger to public service and I 
understand the need for discipline and justice in society.  As a graduate of West Point and armed 
with master’s degrees in both political science and business from Georgetown and Yale 
Universities respectively, I fully understand the need to demonstrate the power and efficiency of 
the criminal justice system to the public.  However, having led American soldiers on the front 
lines of fierce fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, I also know that choices are never as clear or 
easy in the present as they seem in hindsight.  If you take the time to get to know Joe better, I am 
confident that you will see Joe as an honorable, trustworthy, and loyal family man who deserves 
leniency from the court.   
 As a testament to the type of man Joe is, I can tell you that he has been the role model of 
my life and whatever accomplishments I’ve achieved are largely due to the example Joe set for 
me throughout my life.  Every single one of my memories and interactions with my cousin Joe 
revolve around lessons of hard work, integrity, and loyalty.  For example, some of my earliest 
memories bring me back to the age of 5 when (as a 20-year-old man), Joe routinely took me with 
him on landscaping jobs because he enjoyed the big-brother role he could play for me.  I watched 
as he labored to balance school with providing for his mother and two sisters after his parents 
divorced.  I was completely ignorant to the first-rate education he was giving me. 

From the age of 12, I worked as Joe’s little assistant in selling Christmas trees outside our 
neighborhood Costco.  I still marvel at how hard he worked to lease the lot, rent a truck, drive 
down to North Carolina to buy the trees, and then ultimately run the lot while simultaneously 
working his day job.  I would spend those weekends watching my loving cousin take care of 
families at Christmas time, sell at a loss to families in need, and spread Christmas cheer to 
anyone who stepped on the lot.  It’s fair to say I learned both the value of manual labor and how 
to treat people well from this time with Joe. 

After joining West Point in 2002, I was only able to see Joe on major holidays.  Every 
time I came home---whether it be from school, training, or war---Joe wanted every detail.  He 
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understood the problems I faced better than anyone in my family and he was adamant about 
making me a better, more ethical leader.  He always emphasized the importance of obeying rules 
and ethical leadership to me.  However, equally important at these events was the impression I 
was left with Joe’s family dynamic and parenting style.  Quite simply, Joe is the infectiously 
warm figure at the heart of every major holiday.  He is the loyal husband and loving father that I 
strive to be with my own wife and young child.  He works hard to teach his daughters about the 
tough road that women face in achieving professional parity within male-dominated professions.  
He openly teaches them about fairness, the importance of persistence, and loyalty.  In short, he is 
the type of mentor everyone should have during their formative years. 

Every successful person can remember the one role-model that most influenced them, 
and Joe Percoco continues to be that person for me.  Whatever success I’ve reached as a highly-
decorated combat leader, a multiple college scholarship recipient, and as a new father, I attribute 
to the example that Joe set for me throughout my life.   I am certain that I would not have 
achieved these accolades without his presence and his genuine emphasis of loyalty, integrity, and 
trustworthiness in every interaction I’ve ever had with him.  He is absolutely not the type of man 
who would have knowingly and deliberately committed serious crimes.  Therefore, I respectfully 
request that the court grant Joe substantial leniency when adjudicating his sentencing.  

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns at  or at 

.   
 
 
                          Sincerely, 
                 
                                                                                                      
               Major Vito J Errico 
  US Army 
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 The Honorable Barbara J. Fiala 
 
 

 
 
 
May 6, 2018 
 

The Honorable Valerie Caproni  

United States District Judge  

United States District Court for the Southern District of New York  

Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  

40 Foley Square  

New York, NY 10007  

 
Dear Judge Caproni, 
 
 My name is Barbara J. Fiala and I am writing today on behalf of my friend and former colleague Joe 
Percoco.  I am a lifelong resident of Broome County, New York and have worked in government for over 
37 years both as a civil servant and as an elected official.  In 1997, I was elected as Broome County Clerk 
and then in 2004, I had the honor of being elected as the first woman to the office of Broome County 
Executive. A position I served in until I was asked to join the Cuomo Administration as New York State 
Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles.  I served in that capacity from 2011 until my 
retirement in December 2014. 
 
I have known Joe for over two decades.  We come from similar backgrounds with respecting our strong 
family values, hard work and the dedication to public service. He would often tell me I reminded him of 
his mother, I always considered that a great honor and compliment.   
 
When I began working for the DMV, Joe and I got to work together and know each other professionally.  
Joe set the bar for a high standard for us to follow and no one worked harder than him.  Customer 
service was a priority and we made many positive changes in my division and how we worked for the 
people of New York State.   
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Joe always paid attention to detail, efficiency and keeping an eye on the check and balances for the 
fiscal integrity of one of the larges departments in the New York State budget.  He was always accessible 
and fair in his treatment of me and the thousands of workers who worked for the DMV. 
 
This is only a snap shot of the man I have had the opportunity to know and value over the last 20 years.  
He has been a leader, a colleague and a true champion for New York State.  I ask that these qualities Joe 
has and the fairness he treats others both personally and professionally be looked at and given the 
highest consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barbara J. Fiala 
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Rachel Demarest Gold, Esq. 
	

 
 

June	27,	2018	
	

The	Honorable	Valerie	Caproni		
United	States	District	Judge		
United	States	District	Court	for	the	Southern	District	of	New	York	
Thurgood	Marshall	United	States	Courthouse		
40	Foley	Square		
New	York,	NY	10007	
	
Dear	Judge	Caproni,	

	
My	name	is	Rachel	Demarest	Gold.	I	am	now	an	attorney	in	private	practice,	but	met	Joseph	

Percoco	in	2007	when	I	applied	for	a	job	with	the	New	York	Attorney	General’s	office.		I	was	
hired	and	served,	in	fact,	as	Joe’s	deputy	until	I	moved	on	to	prosecute	cases	in	that	Office’s	
Labor	Bureau.	

	
I	am	writing	because	having	worked	closely	with	Joe	I	know	his	character,	priorities,	and	

loyalty	well;	and	because	as	a	friend,	I	have	watched	what	this	case	has	done	to	Joe	and	his	
family	since	his	arrest.		I	am	hoping	what	I	am	sharing	with	you	about	the	man	I	know	and	care	
so	much	about	will	persuade	you	to	evaluate	Joe’s	sentence	with	a	merciful	eye.				
	

Joe	was	always	in	the	office	before	anyone	else.		He	held	8:30	am	meetings	every	day	and	
Sunday	evening	conference	calls	every	week.		Nonetheless,	when	I	would	get	in	in	the	morning,	
Joe	would	be	talking	about	having	done	the	laundry	or	made	dinner	the	night	before	after	he	
got	home.	No	matter	what	the	demands	of	the	job	—	and	they	were	persistent	and	high	—	Joe	
always	made	sure	he	shared	the	workload	at	home.		That	instinctual	sense	of	priorities	—	of	
right	and	wrong	—	informed	everything	Joe	decided	or	worked	on.		

	
No	matter	how	frequently	we	asked	him,	nor	how	many	parties	he	missed,	Joe	didn’t	spend	

his	time	out	socializing	with	colleagues.	He	just	did	his	job	tirelessly	and	then	went	home	to	his	
family.		It	wasn’t	because	he	is	an	anti social	person.		Joe’s	door	was	always	open	if	I	needed	to	
vent	about	anything	–	from	difficult	colleagues	to	my	husband	(then	my	boyfriend).	Joe	didn’t	
go	out	with	the	team	after	work	because	he	went	right	home	to	Lisa	and	his	girls.			

	
Joe’s	father	died	when	Joe	was	a	young	man.		Joe	was	responsible	for	his	mother	and	

sisters.		When	Joe’s	mother	died	a	couple	of	years	ago	he	became	the	family	elder	responsible	
for	his	sisters	in	addition	to	his	own	wife	and	daughters.		Family	is	the	most	important	thing	in	
Joe’s	life.	This	deep	loyalty	and	sensitivity	is	not	limited	to	his	family.	No	matter	how	brutal	his	
day,	Joe	always	made	sure	to	prioritize	the	things	that	really	matter	and	to	take	care	of	people.	
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When	I	got	pregnant	with	my	first	child	I .	I	was	having	a	

hard	time	getting	around	and	mentioned	it	to	Joe.		With	his	endless	list	of	things	to	do,	the	
phone’s	incessant	ringing,	and	an	indefatiguable	principal	down	the	hall,	Joe	sent	someone	to	
me	before	the	end	of	the	day	with	a	parking	permit	so	I	could	drive	to	work.	
	

I	hope	this	letter	helps	paint	the	picture	of	the	Joseph	Percoco	I	know.		A	man	who	worked	
tirelessly	day	and	night	to	juggle	his	family	with	endless	hours	serving	the	state.		A	man	who	
worked	to	teach	a	generation	of	public	servants	that	they	should	cross	their	‘t’s	and	dot	their	
‘i’s.	A	man	who	took	pride	in	his	job	and	work	ethic	at	the	expense	of	everything	personal	to	
him.	A	man	who	deserves	to	be	with	his	family,	working	to	rebuild	his	life	and	contribute	to	his	
community	and	society.		

	
Thank	you	for	your	consideration	of	these	stories	about	the	Joe	I	know	 	who	I	am	still	

struggling	to	believe	did	the	things	for	which	he	is	before	you.	I	of	course	would	make	myself	
available	to	answer	any	questions	you	may	have	or	provide	any	additional	information	you	may	
want.	

	
	 	 	 Sincerely,	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	
	 	 	 Rachel	Demarest	Gold,	Esq.	
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Mordechai�Hirsch�
��
�

�
May�1,�2018 

Honorable�Valerie�Caproni�
US�District�Judge�
US�District�Court�for�the�Southern�District�of�NY�
Thurgood�Marshall�United�States�Court�House�
40�Foley�Square,�NY���10007 

Dear�Judge�Caproni, 

My�name�is�Mordechai�Hirsch,�I�live�in�the�Williamsburg�section�of�Brooklyn�and�I’ve�been�involved�in�
voluntary�community�work�for�the�past�twenty�years.�Doing�communal�work� is�never�easy,�but� is�particularly�
difficult�when�you�need�the�listening�ear�of�a�government�official,�and�the�reason�is�mostly�because�in�order�to�
be�able�to�help,�one�must�have�a�willingness�to�understand�the�unique�needs�of�our�community�and�must�have�
a�respect�for�another�religion�and�culture�which�I�must�admit�is�a�difficult�thing�for�an�outsider�and�especially�
for�a�busy�person.��

Joe�Percoco�was�a�person�with�a�heart,�who�was�willing� to�give�of�his�busy� time� to� really� listen�and�
really�understand�where�we�come�from,�what�our�request�was,�and�how�he�can�help�us.�I’m�not�a�politician�or�
a�rich�man,�and�I�felt�humbled�by�the�way�Joe�treated�me�with�such�respect�and�understanding�that�very�few�
people�show�to�others. 

Joe�Percoco�was�always�honest�to�me,�and�told�me�right�away�what�he�could�and�could�not�do�for�us.�
And�even�when�there�was�an�argument�between�two�fractions�in�our�community�on�something�we�both�asked�
him�for,�and�he�chose�the�other�side,�he�did� it�with�respect�to�us�and�gracefully�explained�why�he�had�to�do�
what�he�did,�so�that�he�made�sure�we�understood�and�stayed�friends.�And�having�mentioned�the�two�fractions�
in�our� community,� I�must� say� that�when� Joe�Percoco� learned�of� this�disagreement,�he� took� it� to�heart�and�
actually�tried�to�be�a�peace�maker,�and�gave�a�lot�of�his�personal�time�to�sit�with�the�heads�of�both�parties�and�
tried�with�all�his�heart�to�make�peace.��

I� feel�terrible� for�Joe.�He’s�a�good�man�as� I’ve�seen�personally.� I’m�a�nobody� in�accordance�with�the�
people�he�had�contact�with�on�a�daily�basis,�and�when�my�mom�passed�away� ,�he�came�personally�
to�pay�his�condolences�which�was�exceptional�and�touched�my�heart.��

But� even� the�best�people�have� their�weaknesses� and�make�mistakes. I�met� Joe�once� after�he�was�
indicted,�and� I� couldn’t�bear� to� look�at�his� face.�He�was�a�broken�man,� I� saw� in�his�downcast�eyes� that�he�
deeply�regrets�the�mistakes�he�made.��

Honorable�Judge�Caproni,�please�take�all�the�good�he�did�into�consideration�when�you�sentence�him,�
and� I�beg� you� to� show�mercy� to� a� Joe�who� is� really� a� good�person.� I� really�believe� that� if�he� is� given� the�
opportunity� to�start�a�new�page,�he�will�have� learned� from�his�mistakes�and�be�even�a�better�and�stronger�
person�than�before. 

Respectfully, 

 
Mordechai�Hirsch 
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Gina Jackson  

  
 

 
 
 
The Honorable Valerie Caproni  
United States District Judge  
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  
40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007 
 
May 4, 2018  
 
Dear Judge Caproni,  
 
 My name is Gina Jackson and I am writing this letter to express my personal 
knowledge of Joseph Percocco’s exemplary character. I met Joseph five years ago and 
we quickly became friends.  
 
 Joseph is a man of great integrity and during our friendship has become a 
mentor to myself and many others. I understand that like all human beings Joseph has 
made mistakes but none of them could negate the positive impact that he has had on 
the lives that he has touched. Joseph has always been supportive of my goals and has 
always gone above and beyond to lend a helping hand or a listing ear. Joseph’s 
contributions to his family and friends are unmatched. He is an encouraging force that 
assists in preparing those around him to be valuable, engaged members of society.  
 
 I ask you today to consider the man that Joseph is as you consider his fate. I 
implore you to evaluate the value of his positive impact on society and be lenient as you 
impose your sentence. Joseph is an incredible man that made a bad choice and many 
stand to suffer from the loss of his presence.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Gina Jackson   
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The Honorable Valerie Caproni  
United States District Judge  

United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  

40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007 
 
 

 

Dear Honorable Judge Caproni,�

My name is Vita Percoco. I am writing you this letter on behalf of my older brother, 
Joseph Percoco. In a few short weeks, I understand that my brother will be sentenced based on 
his recent conviction on March 13, 2018, and that Your Honor will be making the final decision 
on his sentence. It is that decision, that will have a great impact not only on my brother but also 
on his wife, two young daughters, and his family and friends who love him dearly. Out of respect 
for my brother, I have remained silent since this nightmare all began a little over two years ago. I 
was unable to attend the trial in support of my brother because, I am a New York City Public 
School Teacher and could not take time off from work.  

It’s for this reason, that I would like to share with you my relationship with my brother 
and express some of my concerns with respect to my brother’s case. I want to apologize in 
advance for my mixed emotions. It isn’t directed toward you, but I’m having a difficult time 
accepting what has happened and coping with it too. It has been extremely painful to hear the 
accusations made against my brother whom I have idolized since I was a little girl. To see my 
brother and his family going through this ordeal and not being able to do anything to help or fix 
this makes it even more frustrating. Since this started, I have had to cut some ties with friends 
and even some colleagues because of the hurtful comments they have made about my brother to 
my face. It’s difficult to keep quiet or ignore comments. I haven’t shared these concerns or issues 
with my brother completely because he is already under enough stress. He often apologizes to 
me and other family members for how this is affecting us. 

Not having my parents here has also been a tremendous strain on my brother and our 
family too. We just lost our mother, almost five years ago, on September 5, 2013, to  

. She was only sixty-six years old. My brother was 
very close to my mother like we all were but in a situation like this he could have used her 
support more than anyone else. I wish I could have brought my mother back just to help him 
through this. I am afraid that something is going to happen to my brother because he has always 
been so strong for everyone over the years. I don’t want my nieces to go through what I did when 
I lost my father as a young teenager. They need to have both parents in their life especially 

Case 1:16-cr-00776-VEC   Document 790-2   Filed 07/18/18   Page 51 of 84



during the crucial adolescent and teenage years. That’s why I am so upset and devastated by this 
whole situation. It has brought back some very painful memories for me and I adore my nieces 
like I would my own children. I don’t have children, but my nieces are like my children and after 
the way my brother has always looked out for me it’s my priority to do the same for his children.  

 My brother has never been convicted of any crimes before and he continues to set a good 
example for his two young daughters despite everything he is going through. My brother goes to 
church every day and often volunteers at both his daughters school and church events. He also 
volunteered to be the assistant coach to his daughter J ’s lacrosse team and acted as a 
parent chaperone for his oldest daughter V ’s lacrosse team.  

Both my parents worked so hard and made so many sacrifices to give us a better life and 
education than they had back in Italy. They moved us out of the Bronx in 1975, to send us to 
better schools and gave us a beautiful home. They did without, so we could have better and that’s 
what my brother worked so hard to do for his wife and children. My brother moved out of Staten 
Island to Westchester because he wanted his daughters to go to good schools and have the same 
opportunities if not better than he did. My parents were both so proud of my brother’s 
accomplishments. He was their pride and joy and their only son. It was as if they lived their 
American dream through Joseph’s eyes. My parents are both turning in their graves and not 
resting in peace because of this ordeal. Joseph has always been a wonderful son to both my 
parents from when he was a little boy. He would often help them around the house and when 
they would argue he would always try to get them to stop. My sister and I would cry when my 
parents argued but, Joseph would have the courage to get between them and try to bring about 
peace. Even when my parents divorced, he would keep the peace between them and it was not an 
easy task.  

Since the day our mother brought me home from the hospital 41 years ago, my brother 
Joseph, has never left my side. When he first heard our mother was expecting another baby he 
wasn’t too happy. He told our mother she was too old to have another baby because he was 
already seven years old and my sister Fran was enough for him. He changed his mind, when he 
heard I might be a little brother for him to play with. It was because of me, that he decided at age 
seven, that he wanted to be a lawyer. Our mother had fallen in a department store while she was 
pregnant with me. She hired an attorney to represent her just in case her injuries might have 
caused me injuries as well when I was born. Joseph told our mother that when he grew up he 
wanted to be a lawyer when he grew up and he was going to take care of her when she got older 
and buy her a big house.  

Joseph has not only been like a “second father” to me in the absence of our father but my 
“idol” since I was a little girl. He has been my playmate, my rock, my protector, my best friend 
and big brother all wrapped up in one. I followed him around like a puppy and wanted to follow 
in his footsteps. He taught me how to shoot a lay up shot, dribble a basketball and helped me 
practice for basketball tryouts. When I was in elementary school, he walked me to the bus stop 
every day when I was being bullied on the bus. On Saturday mornings, he watched Saturday 
morning cartoons with me and made me breakfast when my parents were at work. He was the 
only one of his friends who took his baby sister to the mall with him and bought me anything I 
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wanted. When Joseph was a senior in high school, he was a member of “The Athletes against 
Drugs” program. My teacher invited him to speak to my fourth-grade class about the program 
and to “Say No to Drugs and Alcohol”. Every time, I went to a friend’s birthday party all my 
little friends would wait at the window for my brother to come pick me up. They swore he 
looked like Tom Cruise and all had a crush on him. He taught me how to drive on the highway, 
in the snow and how to parallel park.  

 When I was twelve years old my parents divorced. It was very difficult on all of us 
especially me because I was the youngest. Joseph, was nineteen years old and he was away at 
Wagner College. We lived in Rockland and he would come home every other weekend to visit. 
He always made sure to ask me how I was doing in school and reminded me to obey our mother 
and older sister. He always called on Thursday nights to speak to our mother, but he never hung 
up the phone before asking to speak to me too. When I did well on my report card, he took me to 
my very first concert to see Bon Jovi. At my Sweet Sixteen, Joseph stood in for my dad and 
danced with me to the song “Sixteen Candles”. He also made a nice speech in which he spoke of 
how important his role is as an older brother and a good role model. He spoke of how every time 
he was confronted with making poor choices I always came to his mind. He said he avoided 
doing the wrong things because I was watching him and what I thought of him was very 
important to him. To this day, he still feels that way and avoids doing the wrong things not only 
for me but for his two daughters V  and J . It’s for that reason, that I do the same for 
him when it comes to his daughters. As an aunt, I think long and hard about the decisions I make 
before doing them.  Setting a good example for my nieces and what they think of me is just as 
important as it was for my brother when he did it for me. I always think of that speech he made 
at my Sweet Sixteen many years ago. 

Unfortunately, on January 23,1994, our father passed away suddenly, at fifty-eight years 
old, from a massive heart attack. Once again, Joseph, had to step up to the plate to be the man of 
the house. He was only twenty-four years old. Joseph was the first one to greet the policeman at 
the front door when the doorbell rang at 3 am. He was so strong and brave as he gently broke the 
bad news to my mother, my sister and me. I had just turned seventeen and was a junior in high 
school. My sister was twenty-five and she was five months away from getting married in May. 
My mother was forty-seven, and still recovering from back surgery. If it had not been for 
Joseph’s swift thinking and resilience, my father’s funeral would have never taken place. Joseph 
organized and paid for my father’s funeral without hesitation even though he had never planned 
a funeral before. My father did not leave us any money to pay for his funeral, but my brother 
didn’t even care. He just did what he had to and never took any money back from my mom for 
the funeral expenses. Our mother guided him from her bed because she was still recovering and 
having trouble walking after her surgery.  

After the funeral was over, my brother was the one to get me back into routines and sent 
me off to school that next Monday. He told me how important it was for us to go on and 
although it was going to be tough for a little while we would get through it together. My mother 
was still ill, and she was unable to find work. He knew I had to go to college and needed money 
for school. My sister was getting married in a few short months. He decided to open a bakery 
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with my mom shortly after my sister got married in Staten Island. He knew he was going to 
marry his college sweetheart, and he didn’t want my mom and I to be alone in Rockland. Joseph 
convinced my mother and I to move to Staten Island. He felt the change would be good for my 
mother and I and it was a fresh start. Both my mother and I would work in the bakery and I 
would go to college during the day. My mom had the morning shift and I would relieve her after 
I finished school and I would close the bakery. Unfortunately, we didn’t have the bakery for too 
long, only 18 months, and my brother once again absorbed the financial loss without hesitation. 
He had put all the expenses in his name just in case things didn’t go well to protect both my 
mother and me. He felt he was young enough to make money back, but my mom was a single 
mom and not well enough to do so. He also wanted me to finish college, so he made sure there 
was no excuse for me not to go. 

Joseph also helped me apply for college and I was accepted into his alma mater Wagner 
College. When I got my college acceptance letter and news that I had been given a four-year 
academic scholarship he was the first person I called. I was so excited and had it not been for his 
encouragement I would have given up. I was afraid I wouldn’t be able to afford college because 
my dad was supposed to help me pay for school but when he passed away I never thought I 
could do it. My brother wouldn’t let me give up on my dream of becoming a teacher. He told me 
not to worry and, in his words, Joseph said, “Don’t you worry little sis, your big brother is going 
to find a way to get you to college”.  Joseph became my legal guardian when he realized I had no 
health insurance after my father passed. My mother could not afford to pay for both mine and her 
health insurance because she was not working after her surgery and had to absorb other 
household bills my father was no longer around to pay after his passing. My father was supposed 
to provide me with health insurance and a portion of my college tuition had he still been alive 
when I went onto college. Not only did Joseph help me with my health insurance, but he lent me 
his car during the week when I didn’t have a car to get to and from work. He worked in the city 
and would take public transportation. He told me I could take his car during the week, because 
there were many nights I didn’t get home until midnight from work and school. He didn’t want 
me taking public transportation late at night or in bad weather. 

What young man steps up to the plate like that without even being told to do so for his 
younger sister and mother?  Not too many, especially at the young age of 24 years old. He just 
did it and handled everything with such ease. Deep down he was devastated that our father was 
gone but he knew he was now officially the man of the house. We never got to say goodbye to 
my father, but my brother just assumed his role in the absence of my father without even being 
asked to do so. He’s done a wonderful job and my father would be very proud of him for taking 
such good care of all of us.  

      My mother was also very fortunate to have a son like Joseph. Whenever my mother needed 
him he was always right beside her. She was a tough cookie and sometimes it took a lot of 
convincing to get her to change her mind or make tough decisions. My brother had a lot of 
patience and a way with her that no one else had. Once she felt secure of her decision she usually 
listened to him and was grateful for his help. They were two peas in a pod and they adored each 
other. My mother was so proud of him and in her mind, nobody was better than her son. She 
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would always tell everyone of my brother’s accomplishments or brag about something he had 
done for her. Joseph always went out of his way to take care of our mother even when she drove 
him crazy and wouldn’t listen. Eventually, without admitting he was right she would go along 
with what he advised. She never made big decisions without asking him what he thought. She 
valued his opinion and knew he would never steer her in the wrong direction. Most of all she 
knew how loyal he was to her and that he always had her best interest at heart. During and after 
Hurricane Sandy he drove into Manhattan to visit with my mother after her heart surgery. My 
sister and I could not get to our mother, nor would he let us drive out there, so he assured us he 
would go check on mom. How he got through the roads to get to her only God knows but he kept 
his word like he always does. She was so happy to see him and if she had only known what the 
conditions were like on the roads she would have went crazy and sent him home. So, he didn’t 
tell her and kept her calm and made sure she had everything she needed. 

As my mother’s illness got worse he would call me from the road in between events and 
meetings with the Governor every day to check on her. He would listen to me crying when mom 
was having a bad day. He would call her doctors and even come to many of her appointments 
because my mother felt more secure when he was there too. He often came with his wife and 
daughters to visit my mom and relieve me for a few hours, so I could get some rest. In my 
mother’s final days, like me he was at the hospital every day. We cried and hugged each other as 
my mother, made the decision to go into hospice when the doctors told her there was nothing 
more they could do for her. My brother went out on a mission to find my mother the best 
Hospice facility that would accept her insurance and easily accessible for my siblings and our 
family to get to. When my mom arrived at the Hospice facility, the first thing she said to the 
nursing staff was “What a beautiful place you have here. My son did a good job. He always takes 
good care of me.” When we took her outside the to see the beautiful religious statues on the 
grounds of the  Hospice Facility, in her wheel chair, she cried tears of joy. She said 
it was the most beautiful place she had ever seen, and she felt very much at peace. Once again, I 
must give my brother credit for that one. He also took care of organizing my mother’s funeral 
arrangements and estate just as he did for my father. Only this time, my mother made sure we 
had what we needed to pay for her funeral expenses. My mom trusted him so much that she 
named him co-executor of her final will and testament along with my older sister Fran.  

After my mother passed away, I had the hardest time adjusting. I had been living with my 
mom while she was ill and was with her in her final moments. Like my siblings, I watched my 
mother’s health deteriorate quickly before my eyes and I was unable to do anything to stop it. I 
think what made this experience different was that both my siblings were married, and we didn’t 
live in the same household as when my father passed. We also did not have my mom there to 
console us and the idea that both our parents were gone way too young really hit us hard. It hit 
me a little harder because I was my mother’s primary caregiver and I grew very attached and 
protective of her as her health deteriorated. I was very close with my mother and even though I 
knew her passing was inevitable I just couldn’t cope. 

 
I had to move back to Staten Island because my teaching job was there. My brother was with his 
family up in Westchester and my sister lived in Rockland with her husband and the rest of our 
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family.  
 

 Joseph was very worried about me and he was determined to help me  

 my brother was the one who helped me 
through it. He was frustrated and sad to see me in the condition that I was in.  

 
 

 
 

  

Joseph came with me on many of my doctor’s appointments when my sister was unable 
to  

 
My sister in law and 

nieces also pitched in to help me through this but my brother knew how to calm me down when I 
was most agitated and frightened.  

 
 

 
 

 
 Had it not been for the support of my 

brother Joseph, and my older sister Fran I would have not gotten through it. 

Although, I am very grateful for the wonderful things my brother has done for me over 
the years, the life lessons he has taught me have proven to be most significant and valuable to me 
than anything else. He has given me hope and solace when nobody else could. From a young 
age, he taught me to work hard and be grateful for the little things. He also taught me to have 
integrity and always tell the truth no matter how bad it is. He told me to admit when you make a 
mistake and to take responsibility for your actions no matter how hard the consequences are. 
He’s taught me that when you do make a mistake it’s best to admit what you’ve done wrong and 
be willing to accept the consequences for your actions. Making excuses for your actions and not 
being honest only makes things far worse. He always says taking ownership and trying to correct 
your mistakes is better than making more excuses. Just get it done!! Is what he always says. 
Making excuses is one of my brother’s pet peeves. He has always told me to take criticism with a 
grain of salt even though sometimes it’s hard to hear or accept.  

Joseph always gets on my case for being too sensitive or defensive. Even though, I hate 
to admit it to him when he’s not around I do take his words of wisdom into consideration. I find 
myself following his advice many times and he’s always right. I think he would faint if he heard 
I admitted that. He taught me to always be kind and listen to others. To have compassion and 
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help others even if they can’t return the favor. Always do the right thing even if nobody is 
watching and if your actions aren’t always acknowledged. He taught me to be modest and that 
it’s ok to be the person behind the scene. He’s also taught me to take pride in my work and to do 
things properly the first time or don’t do it at all!  

Finally, the most important quality my brother taught me is to be loyal to the bitter end. 
My brother is such a wonderful person and the person you want in your corner always. Nobody 
is as loyal as he is, and nobody has as much heart as he does. He just does things for people just 
because he wants to. Not because he is expecting anything in return. Believe me when I tell you 
I’ve seen him do this many time not only for my family, but he goes above and beyond for his 
friends and complete strangers just because. Yes, I know it’s hard to believe because many 
people in this world we live in are not always the most honest and genuine people. However, my 
brother Joseph Percoco is the exception! Does he have some flaws? Yes, he does. He happily 
will admit to them and always does.  

In closing your honor, I want to thank you for allowing my brother to spend time with his 
wife and children these last few months and giving him permission to participate in school 
functions and trips with his daughter V . I also want to thank you for taking the time to read 
all these letters of character on my brother’s behalf. I just have one last request for you. Please 
have mercy on my brother’s two daughters and his wife. Please take into consideration all the 
evidence, testimony and letters of character you have read over these last few months. Please 
know that my brother Joseph, is a man of great integrity.  

When making your final decision, please don’t take my brother away from his children 
for too long if you must. Don’t let them go through the pain I live with every day not having my 
parents around especially my father. Not having my father in my life was very painful and if it 
had not been for my brother I would not be where I am today. I’m still single because I can’t find 
a man who is anywhere close to the man my brother is. My nieces are exactly the age I was when 
I lost my father. J  is 12, and that’s when my dad left home after my parents’ divorce. 
V  is 16, and a senior in high school. She is getting ready to go off to college like I was 
when my dad died, and I was just shy of turning 17. That’s why he needs to be with his children. 
Please don’t take him away from my sister and I. It’s only the three of us left and we are 
devastated by the loss of both our parents. He plays such an important role in our family. We 
need him, and we will miss horribly. I know you have a job to do and I will pray for you to make 
a fair decision. Thank you for your time and consideration.    

 

 Respectfully, 

 

 

Vita Percoco, younger sister of Joseph Percoco 
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The Honorable Valerie Caproni  
United States District Judge  
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  
40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Judge Caproni, 

I am writing on behalf of Joseph Percoco, my former supervisor at Governor Andrew Cuomo’s office. I reside at  
 and am 34 years old. I currently work for Altice USA as a Senior Director of 

Government and Public Affairs. I know Joe has been convicted and I am writing to you today to describe the Joe 
Percoco I have come to respect and admire over the last 7 years and ask that you take this letter into consideration 
when you impose his sentence. 

I started my career in Government over 12 years ago, working for a freshman NYC Council Member. It was my first 
introduction to government and politics, and as you can imagine, it was an eye-opening experience. After five years 
working at the City level, I was ready for a change. I applied for a position with the Cuomo Administration and after 
moving through the interview process, I was told that I would be meeting with Joseph Percoco. Naturally, my 
inclination was to do my research and thanks to google, I pulled up all the information I could on Joe. He was 
described as a "pugnacious aide" and former football linebacker. Of course reading this information made me 
extremely nervous for my interview. However, in typical Joe fashion, I was pleasantly surprised. You can't always 
believe what you read...Joe was funny, engaging, knowledgeable but straightforward and no nonsense.  

In September 2011, I officially joined the Governor's office as the Bronx representative. Joe was at the helm of our 
Regional Affairs team. We took our guidance and direction from him. He would always put in 110% if he was 
asking us to do the same. You are really able to learn someone's character when you work alongside them in intense 
working environment.  The Governor sets the bar high and we worked long hours and weekends supporting the 
Governor’s agenda. We cultivated a strong team at the Governor's office, in the most real sense, we were like family. 
In the trenches together, supporting each other. Joe called us out when we needed to work harder but was the first 
one to thank us and support us after our successes.  

Working for Joe was an incredible experience and I truly believe I wouldn't be where I am today, if not for him. He 
took a chance on hiring me. He gave me the most amazing opportunity to work for an incredible administration. He 
taught me what it was to work hard, pay attention to detail, how to cultivate and maintain relationships. Joe is indeed 
a personality and I am sure there were times we could describe him as pugnacious. However, he is also loyal, 
supportive, caring, hardworking and a rare find in government/politics. I am truly thankful for my years working for 
and with Joseph Percoco and would do it all again if given the chance.  

The crime that Joe has been convicted of does not represent the Joseph Percoco I have come to know, respect and 
love. The love he has for his wife, two daughters and extended family is what defines Joe and has always been at the 
forefront of everything he did. Joe has worked hard to provide for his family and I know they are his main 
motivation in life. I hope that you take this into consideration and show leniency when sentencing Joe. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Rivera
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�

�

�

July�10,�2018�

�

The�Honorable�Valerie�Caproni�
United�States�District�Judge�
United�States�District�Court�for�the�Southern�District�of�NY�
Thurgood�Marshall�United�States�Courthouse�
40�Foley�Square�
New�York,�NY�10007�

Dear�Judge�Caproni:�

I�am�writing�you�regarding�my�dear�friend�Joseph�Percoco.��I�live�at� �
�and�I�am�41�years�of�age.��I�have�known�Joe�very�well�for�14�years�when�we�met�on�a�campaign.��

Joe�has�become�one�of�my�dearest�friends�and�a�man�I�trust�unequivocally.����

Aside�from�backing�the�same�candidate�many�years�ago�and�both�being�active�politically,�I�believe�my�
most�common�bond�with�Joe�is�that�we�have�both�lost�our�Dads�when�we�were�young,�and�also�have�
laid�our�mothers�to�rest�long�before�most�people�have�to.���

Joe�has�had�many�titles�and�has�worked�for�historic�governmental�leaders�during�his�professional�career�
after�law�school,�however�his�first�and�foremost�role�has�been�as�a�son�and�brother.��The�traits�of�
compassion�and�work�ethic�that�Joe�is�well�known�for�were�nurtured�early�in�his�life�after�his�father�
passed�away.��Joe�focused�on�being�the�best�son�and�supporter�to�his�mom�and�sisters�that�he�could�be.��
Long�before�Joe’s�career�really�took�off,�he�demonstrated�his�true�self�during�the�years�after�his�father’s�
passing.�����

It�has�been�gut�wrenching�to�watch�this�narrative�be�crafted�that�Joe�is�anything�but�a�good�man.��Since�
the�day�I�met�Joe�in�the�summer�of�2004,�and�I�remember�that�day�well,�Joe�exuded�friendliness,�humor�
&�seriousness�all�while�demonstrating�loyalty�to�a�friend�of�his�who�was�rebounding�from�some�defeats.��
His�friend�happened�to�become�Attorney�General�and�Governor�of�New�York�State�which�Joe�used�all�of�
his�skills�to�help�make�happen.��Joe�did�not�have�to�beg�to�be�in�that�person’s�inner�circle�which�is�a�
evidently�a�difficult�world�to�live�in.��Joe�was�asked�to�serve�because�he�earned�a�pinnacle�leader’s�trust�
and�respect.��However,�Joe�is�a�lawyer�and�had�a�good�career�at�KPMG.��He�easily�could’ve�built�a�terrific�
career�in�the�private�sector,�but�he�decided�to�serve�the�state�of�New�York�that�was�suffering�from�
embarrassment�and�lack�of�leadership.��If�Joe�were�ever�looking�for�a�meal�ticket,�he�could’ve�had�it�
without�joining�the�public�service.���He�was�clearly�destined�for�success.��

During�his�time�in�state�service,�many�of�us�looked�to�emulate�the�way�Joe�operated.��He�is�a�role�model�
in�how�to�communicate,�tackle�projects�and�keep�up�with�a�constant�flow�of�work.��He�can�accomplish�
more�in�an�afternoon�then�most�people�can�do�in�a�week.��As�a�friend�during�Joe’s�time�in�public�service,�
I�did�my�best�to�stay�clear�of�drama�or�trouble�or�stupid�mistakes,�primarily�because�it�would�disappoint�
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Joe.��He�was�the�compass�of�whether�you�were�a�trustworthy�worker�or�not.��He�would�certainly�let�you�
know�how�he�feels.��It�was�always�honest.��One�may�have�interpreted�Joe’s�radical�honesty�as�hostile,�
but�he�didn’t�intend�it�that�way.��Decisive�answers�are�always�better�than�indecision�or�no�response.��It�
genuinely�was�shocking�to�hear�that�Joe�allegedly�participated�in�anything,�well,�stupid.��I�fundamentally�
believe�he�was�and�is�too�smart�and�trustworthy�to�risk�his�reputation�and�family�name.���

There�are�closer�colleagues�than�me�that�can�attest�to�Joe’s�accomplishments�while�in�public�service.��I�
was�just�one�of�the�many�people�Joe�worked�with.��But�even�a�casual�observer�could�see�that�Joe�was�
instrumental�in�effecting�positive�change�in�both�policy�actions�and�getting�the�government�to�work�hard�
while�with�the�government.�

As�a�friend,�I�had�a�moment�in�my�life�where�I�needed�counsel�and�support.��I�worked�for�the�NYS�AG’s�
office�in�2007Ͳ2008.��Frankly,�the�national�economic�crisis�in�2008�also�had�me�on�the�ropes.��I�needed�to�
leave�state�service�to�make�more�money�to�provide�for�my�family.��Joe�did�not�have�to�do�anything.��Yet�
he�made�sure�he�did�everything�he�could�to�help�me.��He�was�actually�upset�I�didn’t�tell�him�sooner.��
That�just�isn’t�typical.��Politics�is�full�of�fake�friends.��He�could’ve�easily�ignored�me�and�my�plight.��By�
giving�me�the�opportunity�to�work�for�the�AG’s�office�and�helping�me�afterwards,�Joe�positively�altered�
the�trajectory�of�my�life.��If�not�for�him,�I�don’t�know�where�I�would�be.�

Shortly�after�Joe�began�to�suffer�this�nightmare�so�publically�in�2016,�I�sent�him�a�Holy�Bible�with�his�
name�engraved�into�the�cover.��It�was�my�way�of�encouraging�him�to�lean�on�his�faith,�as�well�remind�
him�to�put�himself�and�his�wellbeing�first�for�once.��For�two�years�until�the�day�the�trial�ended,�I�woke�up�
and�sent�Joe�a�bible�verse�and�checked�in�on�him.��It�was�the�least�I�could�do�in�return�for�all�he�has�done�
for�me.��It�was�torture�to�watch�such�a�good�man�to�go�through�this�nightmare.��But�selfishly,�it�was�nice�
to�get�close�to�him�again.��When�Joe�was�working�at�the�height�of�state�government,�he�was�tough�to�
genuinely�connect�with�anymore.��With�his�life�slowed�down,�friends�of�his�were�able�to�reconnect�with�
the�man�we�befriended�long�before�he�was�a�household�name.��I�got�to�fish�with�him�and�share�his�
company.��Joe�genuinely�surprised�me�by�beginning�to�send�me�devotionals�and�prayers�each�day�which�
he�does�to�this�day.��We�attended�church�service�together�a�number�of�times�during�the�trial�when�we�
were�both�in�Manhattan.��I�know�he�appreciated�the�company,�and�it�was�important�for�me�to�know�he�
wasn’t�going�to�a�dark�place�or�a�depressed�place.���

True�to�form,�since�the�beginning�of�this�nightmare�till�today,�Joe�has�had�his�chin�up.��For�that,�I�am�so�
proud�to�be�his�friend.��Joe�Percoco�is�a�role�model�based�on�how�he�handles�good�times�as�well�as�bad.��
Joe’s�true�self�is�not�aggressive,�histrionic�or�impulsive.��Joe�Percoco�is�thoughtful�and�centered�in�his�
thinking.��His�humor�is�second�to�none�and�his�warmth�is�felt�by�those�closest�to�him.��I�believe�he�has�
been�able�to�keep�his�chin�up�during�this�trial�because�he�dug�his�heals�in�and�leaned�on�his�Christian�
faith.���

Many�people�have�not�seen�the�personal�side�of�Joe.��He�never�tried�to�puff�up�his�reputation�and�
constantly�ignored�interviews�during�his�rise�to�power.��I�almost�wished�he�had�so�people�would�have�a�
better�glimpse�at�the�humor,�honesty�and�integrity�he�leads�with.��What�people�don’t�realize�is�that�Joe�
is�the�quintessential�family�man.��Many�of�us�have�joked�that�Joe�could�be�rough�at�work�sometimes�
because�he�was�such�a�softy�at�home.��His�daughters�are�the�love�of�his�life�and�he�expresses�that�to�me�
often.��He�and�his�wife�have�gone�through�a�public�trial�in�many�ways�these�last�few�years.��And�I�know�
Joe�has�worked�hard�to�keep�everything�balanced�at�home�during�this�time�and�focus�on�his�marriage�
and�his�wife’s�comfort.���
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I�watched�the�investigation�and�trial�closely�and�know�he�was�acquitted�of�some�charges�and�convicted�
on�others.���

I�truly�realize�this�case�was�difficult�for�you�Judge�and�I�hope�this�letter�helps�you�better�understand�the�
father,�husband,�son,�brother�and�friend�that�will�stand�before�you�for�sentencing.��This�is�one�of�the�
most�important�letters�I�ever�had�to�write�and�I�pray�to�God�it�actually�has�considerable�effect�on�your�
leniency.����

I�pray�and�plead�that�you�are�lenient�in�your�sentencing.��Joe’s�life�has�already�been�turned�upside�down�
and�for�such�a�private�man�it�will�take�years�for�him�to�truly�recover.��The�damage�is�done.��His�daughters�
are�towards�the�latter�end�of�their�secondary�school�education.��Strangely,�I�feel�God�had�a�hand�in�
roughly�extracting�Joe�from�the�stratosphere�he�was�in�professionally,�so�he�can�have�quality�time�with�
his�daughters�before�they�leave�for�college.��It�would�be�an�absolute�shame�if�his�life�is�ripped�apart�
more�than�it�already�is.��Joe’s�career�and�professional�life�were�squeaky�clean�and�its�heights�were�
limitless.��Joe�has�lived�a�good,�but�tough�life�and�this�time�with�his�daughters�is�crucial.��Please�spare�Joe�
a�strong�sentence.��I�know�he�will�rehabilitate�himself�over�the�next�few�years�and�use�his�indomitable�
spirit�to�right�this�wrong�in�his�life�so�he�can�continue�to�be�a�role�model�for�all�of�us.��

�

Sincerely,�

�

Joe�Rossi�
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The Honorable Valerie Caproni 
United States District Judge 
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse 
40 Foley Square 
New York, NY 10007 
  
  
Dear Judge Caproni, 
 
I’m writing with regards to Joe Percoco. As I know sentencing is approaching, I wanted to offer 
perhaps an additional perspective on Joe in hopes that you might take it into consideration 
when deciding his fate. 
 
I worked with Joe on and off for over ten years. We worked on campaigns together so this 
wasn’t a pass his desk at 9am and again at 5pm kind of thing. On campaigns we worked sixteen 
hour days on a good day; we worked weekends; we got to know each other’s families; we saw 
each other at our best and our worst. We worked together when there were 100 of us, but also 
for many years, when there were only 4 of us. Through that time I got to know Joe— as a fiery 
and bold co-worker, as a devoted husband to Lisa, as a compassionate father to V  and 
J , as a fiercely loyal friend. Above all, I got to know Joe as a caretaker. Whether mowing 
his mom’s lawn, caring for Lisa during , running to watch the girls at their soccer 
game, or coming to a friend’s rescue with a flat tire fix, Joe has always been there for everyone.  
In fact, I remember him doing all of those things in the course of one day.  Regardless of his 
workload, which was often immense, he made time to help anyone who needed it. He is the 
person you can call on, whether you just talked to him yesterday or haven’t talked to him in 
months.  He constantly puts the needs of others before himself.   
 
Joe is a hard-working, productive member of society.  He contributes greatly to the lives around 
him.  He’s been like a big brother to me in the past, and he is someone I have come to depend 
on time and again.  A prolonged absence from his family and friends would be detrimental to all 
of us. I hope you might take this into account when considering his sentence.  
 
If there is any way I can be of more help or provide more information please do not hesitate to 
contact me at . 
 
Sincerely, 
Bridget Siegel 
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George�Weinberger�

�

May�3,�2018�

 
The Honorable Valerie Caproni  
United States District Judge  
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse  
40 Foley Square  
New York, NY 10007 
�

Dear�Judge�Caproni,�

I�would�like�to�introduce�myself.�I�am�the�Chairman�Emeritus�of�Agudath�Israel�of�America.�Agudath�is�
the�largest�advocacy�and�social�service�organization�representing�the�Orthodox�Jewish�community�in�
America.�As�part�of�its�mission,�Agudath�interacts�with�government�on�the�local,�state�and�national�
levels.�

For�more�than�a�decade,�I�had�the�opportunity�to�interact�with�Joe�Percoco.�I�made�many�trips�to�
Albany�on�behalf�of�Agudath�to�advocate�on�behalf�of�various�legislative�initiatives.�I�found�him�to�be�
honest,�fair�minded�and�accessible.�He�was�always�able�to�cut�to�the�heart�of�the�matter�and�make�
things�happen.�There�were�many�serious�issues�that�we�were�dealing�with.�Joe�always�gave�the�
appropriate�attention�to�these�issues.�We�didn’t�always�agree,�but�we�respected�each�other’s�point�of�
view.�

I�know�Joe�has�been�convicted�and�is�facing�sentencing.�I�would�ask�your�honor�to�consider�the�
contributions�he�has�made�and�the�future�contributions�that�he�can�make.��

He�is�a�good�man�and�can�contribute�greatly�to�society.�I�am�sure�that�he�regrets�his�past�actions�and�
will�do�good�things�when�he�rejoins�society.��

Sincerely,�

�

George�Weinberger�

Chairman�Emeritus�

Agudath�Israel�of�America�
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The Honorable Valerie Caproni 
United States District Judge 
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse 
40 Foley Square 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Judge Caproni, 
 
I would like to tell you something about myself.  I am 71 years old.  I grew up in Le Roy 
New York in the Western end of the state and have lived here, except for college in Ohio 
and graduate school in Texas, for my entire life.  I was elected Trustee of Le Roy in 
1976 and Mayor in 1978.  I served five terms as Mayor.  I served on the Genesee County 
Democratic Committee from 1976 and I was its Chairman for 11 years until 2007.  
Governor Mario Cuomo appointed me as a Regional Commissioner of Parks Recreation 
and Historic Preservation in 1992.  I was held over for two years into the Pataki 
administration.  Governor Spitzer asked me in 2007 to take the position as Special 
Assistant at Department of Environmental Conservation. I worked as a 
geologist/geochemist and an administrator.  After retiring in 2015, I was again elected to 
the Village Board in Le Roy and now serve as Vice Mayor. 
 
I have known Joe Percoco well for nearly 20 years. I was chairman of the Genesee 
County Democratic Party and also of the WNY Chairman’s Association and an early 
supporter of Andrew Cuomo for NYS Governor when Joe and I got to know each other.  
In regard to the campaign, he cautioned us to be above board and observe proprieties in 
support of the candidacy.  His candidate lost the primary but Joe kept in contact with me 
and other chairmen.  All of the county chairs in this region relied on Joe for advice.  I 
think we all had a great deal of respect for him and appreciation for his help.  He was 
smart, efficient, competent, a perfect gentleman and hard working. He was always 
willing to share his time to help us navigate the state bureaucracy. Despite his long hours, 
he was clearly devoted to his family and often missed them. 
 
I have spoken with Joe and he has told me that he is through working in politics.  It has 
caused great pain to himself and his family. He regrets that this association has put him 
in his present position.  My personal opinion is that we need more people in politics like 
the Joe I know. 
 
As a long-term Village of Le Roy Mayor, Genesee County Democratic Chairman, and 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation administrator, I feel I have 
had a fair amount of influence.  Joe never asked or suggested we give business or special 
treatment to anyone; but he was helpful in referring our local questions and problems to 
appropriate state offices. 
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Joe and I became friends over these years and I know him well enough to trust him. I 
once sent him a homemade wooden cutting board, something I made in my shop and 
often gift to friends.  Joe responded that he would have to check with the ethics office to 
see if he could accept it.  I consider that to be an indication of his integrity. 
 
I know that Joseph Percoco has been convicted and I hope that you will consider his 
many good qualities and the good things he has done.  I worry that the public perception 
of politics is so negative that anyone could be thought guilty by association.  I hope you 
will consider this letter and my thoughts when you impose your sentence. 
 
I would be happy to answer any questions you may have concerning my experience with 
Mr. Percoco.  My numbers are home  and cell .  I live at  

. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Raymond E. Yacuzzo 
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