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Citizen Information

Citizen/Originator: Christopher, Dale

Organization: United States Office of Government Ethics

Address: 1201 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005
Constituent: N/A
Committee: N/A Sub-Committee: N/A

Control Information

Control Number: AX-17-000-6214 Alternate Number: N/A

Status: For Your Information Closed Date: N/A

Due Date: N/A # of Extensions: 0

Letter Date: Mar 7, 2017 Received Date: Mar 13, 2017

Addressee: AD-Administrator Addressee Org: EPA

Contact Type: LTR (Letter) Priority Code: Normal

Signature: SNR-Signature Not Required  Signature Date: N/A

File Code: 401_127_a General Correspondence Files Record copy

Subject: DRF-Completion of review of EPA's ethics program by U.S. Office of Government Ethics
Instructions: For Your Information -- No action required

Instruction Note: N/A
General Notes: N/A
CC: N/A

Lead Information

Lead Author: N/A

Lead Assignments:

No Record Found.
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Supporting Author: N/A
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Table 1. EPA Offices Reviewed

Lo Imm&dmte Off' ice (I()) ~ = :

f()l‘fw ce of Public Emag,emem and Enwmmnemal qucatmn

U (OPEEE) ~
i | Office of Homeland ‘sccurm, (OH‘»)
Ofﬁce Of the Admmwtrator 3 - Office of Congressional and Inter govemmeﬂ al Rddtwm (OCIR}:
“(QA) s e ;f*‘Off’ce of Public Affairs (OPA)
: o | Officeof bustamable Commumnes in the Oﬁ'lce of Po 1uy

(OP/OSC) ; : -

Office of Sma l Busmeaﬁ Pregmms (O‘SBP)

“‘Swlem,e Advxsﬂ»w Bﬂard (SA B)
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= repom hled bv thfu agency's ofﬁcerg and employecs At thc time «;)t ()(JE’S review, }:PA nd not
B updatcd its formal written pmwdures for its public financial disclosure system to dddre% its
N ‘mlgratlon 10 Inregz ity, the O -developed, executive branah wide elcctromc hlmg, system. S
- EPA, an early adopter, had assisted OGE in p;]@t testmg the mmdl !ntegrsty roll-out, Durmg the -
- review, OGE pmwdcd OGC Ethics with : samples of written pmcedures to assist in updating
o ;E’PA’s procedures. aubscqueml} , OGC Ethics. ﬁnalwcd and pmwdtd OGE WIth acopy of
: written prowdures for the admumtratmn oi ltS public f" ndnudi dw:losure 5y5mm dated Dambcr & o

W’Ith regard to the conﬁdm’ual tmancm[ dlsclﬁsure pmcedures EP A;Fthim Mix isory
~"009 02 covers the admmlstr‘umn of theconﬁdamlal disclosure sys&m and EPA Fthms :
o Adwsory 20(}8 .02 covers the coilectmn‘and review of EPA Form 3110-48, whlch isan (}(IE—~
- ‘appmved altemanve ﬁnanual dlsclosure form ﬁled by EPA spu:lal Go» emmem emplovee&
(SGF ). ‘ o ‘ : e : =

o : Admmlstratmn (}f the Pubhc Fmancml Ihsdowre Sw stem

; OGC Ethm ‘\‘xs ‘resp@nsmlf-”:’or the admmxbtmtmn of the EPA publlc ﬁndncmi dmclﬂsure
:symem agency- w1ds: du S f*&orm 278 Trauker databaaﬁt as well asffntegmy to assm in
managlng the pro gra '

L ;v&ere reqmred m; s
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- Ta;ble‘ 2,;‘(‘)GE‘""SEx\am‘ination of Public ‘I%fin:‘a‘;ncial;‘l)“isclosx‘xre Reports

20 @B%)

- <100%>

-1 E nsure that conﬁdentlal fmam:lal dmcloaure repom are not mamtamcd bey Ond th{: :
‘ a1'>< vedr retentmn perlod : L

()ilrF § anmmmmrz (}f Confrdemzaf F mamza! Dmcl»::mre Rep()rfs*

: Lonﬁdenhai repﬂm crcnerally underg@ an mtcmmdlate rcwew bv the ADEOS and arL o
!hen are certified by the DEOs at thekf‘ ilers’ respective offices.’ To evaluate the mnﬁdeutnal S
financial dxsclosur«s g ‘ éadQuaﬂers OGE examined a sample of 32 new entrant amd Nepe
195 annual report> that were_ equired to be filed in 201 5 by headquarlers emplovees Tdbles 2 1
and 22 below depm the rcauits of ()(JE’S e\iammatlon :

Sﬂme ofhces :chh as OGC and ORD 5 Qtﬁce {)i Suence Pohcv, dG not conduct an mtermedlate revmw

RepoﬁN 17 16 | hnmrcmmental Protec ongé\gency;
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Recommendations

new entrant confidential rer ¢ filed timely.

1l confidential reports are certified timely.
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Prmmples of }:thmdl Conduct ( Prmmpkb) to keep meloy ees must rrc@uve one hour of ofhma
duty time to rewe"w the matenal : S

: Tu mwt the amm&l elhlus tr ammh, reqmremcms cavnred employees mu:;t I“C(ﬁl'v‘ﬁ annua}
‘ _“tmmmg:, consisting of a review of: (1) the Principles; (2) the Standards of C{mduct (3) any
- agency supplcmmtal standards of condutt (4) the crlmmal conflict of i mterust %tdiutﬁs and (5)
~ cthics official contact miormatmn I“rammg iangth and dc:hwry metl 1(:-d mdjy vaﬂ by an. o
5 empk)} ee s ﬁnanmal dm osurc hlmgy qtatus o : S s

N l‘nit:iall ‘Ethics Grientatidn i

i T@ meet the mmal eﬁucs orlentatmn reqmrement an OGL Lthlcs Qfﬁmal attends the
headquarters new cmphwee Grlematwn, mhmh that is typicalh held every two weeks to pxowdef, :
~abrief ethtcs presentatnon The 0GC Ethm% official also pmwdes the new emp}oyees a bmchure T
~ with ethics officials’ contact information and rcferem.e% to ethics resources on the EPA intranet.
 The OGC Ethms ofﬁgml also dxrec‘ts emplmvees to take the online course, “Essexmal };l:hlc.s for
- NewEPA Emplo ees.” This course covers the &tandards of Cmnduct the Prmmpies the cmmmai
~conﬂmct of mtereqt statutes dnd ?PA upplemezntal stamdards oi c«imduct ‘ S ~

; ; Dcputy Ethlﬁ Ofﬁcmﬁs tfctCk compietmn (}f the onhne mmal ethxcs ouentam‘m cc«urse
e through a ddtabase that genera‘ces certificates upon mmpletmn FP’A reported that in 2015, 94%
~ ofthe emplayeea rcqmred to recewe mmal cthms Ullént&’[‘()ﬂ had reccwed it mthm 9{) dﬂy& of 3
~;“7‘~‘b€tmgh1rg,d : : o o S e e

= Annual Fthucs Trammg k

I PA prmxdcd 1ts puhhc and c\c)nﬁdc.,ntmﬁ ﬁnancnl dmclosm‘c rcport ﬁler,s w1th one hour -

rd cc fjpleimn Of ‘mlual ethms tralrmla% Fm' 20”
vered emplowcs recewed annuai trdmmg ‘

,EM reported that 1’0‘ 94{(99 %) 0

~~Addstmnai F rammg

L y prov;dcs eml < ‘“mmmg bevmd the_re 'mre rmtml ﬁ:thl% onentatmn
. and drmual f:tm(:% training. pproxmately every two years, EPA hosts an bbb .
- Forum in the Washington, DC area: of its senior ieaderq Inoluded in the evult isaone-
= ‘;““hour ethxcs prcsentanon conou _ed b} CGC Lthlca SEann Sl T

Additloncﬂly, EPA pmmdeb a vanet} of post employment trammg for depamng

| - empmyees For example the ADAEO routmely provi ides past-amploymem briefings to pohmalf ‘
: _*appomtee@_wha are Eeavmg govemm@nt serwce DGC EthICb hdS also developed an -:mlme

- Envuon ental Protection Agency
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"f:dvmg the Federal Servic ‘cﬂly oGC Ethltb d; ; 1‘bmcs to ‘
arture Guides” that cover post»nmpl«oymem restrmtmm and eihms e
i‘der when seﬁ'kmg tmpioy ment. ~ ~ S
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> :‘su‘bﬁect matter that deals ir 51§5 hcam part mth tha, p@llcws programs or opuatxons of EP f\

" Environmental Protection Ageney
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cientific Advisory Panel
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Four Scif:nccﬂA(‘iVisofv Board ‘suhmmmitteesf ER

L ongemc (Zarb(m mesxons P nel :
e Chemical Assessment Admsorv (/ommlttc:t Augnun’tad for Rcvmw Qf the Dmﬂ:
- IRIS Benze[ajpyrem Assessment (E‘ AA(A IRIS Benzo) o :
. “‘k:}Drmkng Water Committee
e ‘chhnokwmal Achlcvement Awards Qommltteﬁz*zm 5 (‘ST *’XA}

‘OGfE‘" @ review d ‘ iermmed tha{ six of these mne C(}mmlttees are eﬁectwehs prm dmg | ;
- ethics serv "'for their SGE committee members. However, 1mprovemcntq in the adm nistration
- ofthe canhdeﬂtlal ﬁnanc‘:lai dmclasurﬁ: and/or ethics trammg prog,mms ot three mmmmee‘; are
o \re.qmred : R : G e

- Canﬁden‘zial Fmanciaz;ﬁf;sfczosm e

- Environmental Protection Agency
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Second at OSA/H\RB O(r[ req uested to emmmp seven EPA Forms 31 10 48 reqmrcd
S “to bc filed in 2015. Of the sev en forms ‘provided, only four were filed in 2015. Qf thc remaining
~ three, two were filed in 2014 and one was filed in 2013. 73‘;;)1?}: their failure to file in 2015,
= ‘~O(JE s:ietermmed that tha‘[ the two SGEs who filed "’014 had, at a minimum, med within the o
i previous 12 momhs of the first meetmg they attended in 2015, in. accordanus with EPA Ethics
- Advisory 2008-02. Howen rer, the SGE whose most recent EPA 3110-48 was filed in December
2013 attended one mectmg in late 2014 and twe meetmg» m 2015, all three Gf whlch were more
: ‘than 12 months after the report was i“ led : S : ‘

e F maliy, at O‘QP’BOSC OG]: r@quesmd 0 examme elgh‘[ PPA Forms 31 10-48 reqmmd to
~be hkd in 2015. Hewew er, only two of the form's prm ided were hled in 2015. Four forms s war‘e
~ filed in 2014 and two were ﬁled in 2013. OGE determined that all six the SGEs who filed in ST
- j’?‘()l?s or 2014 partlclpated in meetmgs in "’(}15 mtbout havmg ﬁlf:d an FPA Fm“m 31 10- 48 wham
S the prwmus 1’“’ mfmths : § R © ~ o Sl ‘

S “Ethrces Trammg

S raqucated for rcv1ew recewed ethlcs traxmng

Recormnﬁ:ndatwm L
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e onjzdennal F’m(mcm! Dmlm’urﬁ e =

o OGE detcrmmed that (mljy IWQ of the oiﬁu:s mcluded in m I’LV]GW NHEFRL/WI:D and ‘
- NRMRL/ WSWRI) coliected and rewewed financial dmdoeure reports from their SGEs. IOAA
- did not collect financial dlqclmmc repom in 2015. Of the 3 reports OGE examined fmm S
~NE IEERL,’WE& 2 (@7%) were filed timely and all of the repmtq were certified timely. However,
. (:nf thf: 4 repmts exammed ﬁom NRMRI fWSWRD (:mly (30" 0) were fil ed and uemﬁed txmdy.

Sy ‘Ethlcs Trammg ;

A None‘-‘ Uf the threc ORD ofnccs COuld pmwde evxdenw that ethlcs trammg W as prowded = =
- = to thmr prert and conqultam SGFS m 201 5. s : ‘

Recommendatmns

7 Ensure thai ORD IOAA und rtakes efforts m coneert wzth OGC Elhlc:, to strcng,thcn LR
the admmlstratmn of the e ~ s&;erwceq prqued to n:s escpert and consuifant S(}Fq ‘

- _841 ~;:Ensur;c.thats‘all;je‘xp@}r‘t ?@ﬁd;cbﬂis&mﬂtﬁSGES‘EPA-:Widﬁ‘feﬁi‘we ctms;traz‘nmgg L
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