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From: Dolph, Becky
To: Bowman, Liz; Dravis, Samantha; Lyons, Troy; Fine, Steven; Hope, Brian
Subject: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project -- need to send to staff
Date: Tuesday, July 25, 2017 10:00:36 AM
Attachments: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Description. 07.21.17. final.docx

AO FOIA Centralization Project. Qs and As. 07.21.2017.docx

All – If you missed the part in Ryan’s email yesterday about sending out announcement re:
FOIA Centralization Pilot Project to your staff, I’ve copied and pasted what you need to send
below, as well as the two attachments that go along with it.  Ryan had asked that you send this
out yesterday.  If you’ve not done so, please let your staff know about the project ASAP.  If you
can let me know when this has been completed that would be great.
 
Let me know if questions.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

MEMORANDUM

FROM:

TO:

SUBJECT: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project

Our office has been asked by the Chief of Staff to participate in a pilot project centralizing
incoming all incoming Freedom of Information Act requests directed to the Immediate Office
of the Office of the Administrator, the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR).

Weekly, the AO Immediate Office, the Office of Public Affairs, the Office of Policy and the
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations receive a substantial number of
FOIA requests. Each office is currently responsible for many pending FOIAs and unprocessed
requests range from 45 in one office to nearly 400 in another office. Since January 2017 all
four offices have had a substantial increase in FOIA requests: OEX FOIA receipts alone
increased by 189% over a 5-month period. These four offices simply do not have sufficient
staff to effectively and efficiently manage their caseloads.

To address the offices’ FOIA demands, the Agency is implementing a pilot FOIA
centralization project. These four offices, in conjunction with the OGC/FOIA Expert
Assistance Team (FEAT), will work together to meet this unprecedented need. Below is
information regarding the pilot.

Attached you will find a description of the project as well as a questions and answers



document that will provide you with additional details regarding the project.

I appreciate your cooperation in this effort aimed at enhancing our FOIA program. Thank
you.

Attachments
- AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Description
- Questions and Answers for Employees

 



July 24, 2017

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Office of the Administrator Freedom of Information Act Centralization Pilot 
Project

FROM: Brian T. Hope
Acting Director

TO: Jonathan V. Newton
Fredrick No
Victor Farren

Our office has been asked by Chief of Staff Ryan Jackson to participate in a pilot project 
centralizing all incoming Freedom of Information Act requests directed to the Immediate Office 
of the Office of the Administrator, the Office of Public Affairs, the Office of Policy and the Office 
of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations.

Weekly, the AO Immediate Office, the Office of Public Affairs, the Office of Policy and
the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations receive a substantial number of 
FOIA requests. Each office is currently responsible for many pending FOIAs, and unprocessed 
requests range from 45 in one office to nearly 400 in another office. Since January 2017, all four 
offices have had a substantial increase in FOIA requests: OEX FOIA receipts alone increased by 
189 percent over a five-month period. These four offices simply do not have sufficient staff to 
effectively and efficiently manage their caseloads.

To address the offices’ FOIA demands, the agency is implementing a pilot FOIA 
centralization project. These four offices, in conjunction with the OGC/FOIA Expert Assistance 
Team, will work together to meet this unprecedented need. Attached you will find a description of 
the project as well as a question-and-answer document that will provide you with additional details 
regarding the project.

I appreciate your cooperation in this effort aimed at enhancing our FOIA program. Thank 
you.

Attachments

cc: John Reeder, Deputy Chief of Staff
Lena Ferris, AO Records Liaison Officer
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AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Description

All new incoming FOIA requests pertaining to OEX, OPA, OCIR, and OP will be assigned to 
OGC’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT). Three FTE will be added to OGC/the FEAT and 
will be dedicated to managing these requests as “FEAT FOIAs.” As such, the FEAT will 
immediately review an incoming request; develop a strategy for processing that request; and then 
provide guidance, assistance, and direction to existing staff in OEX, OPA, OCIR, and OP, who 
will be responsible for reviewing records consistent with the guidance and direction provided 
and for certain logistics associated with production of records to the requester. The FEAT will 
ensure appropriate consultation with senior officials in the relevant offices through the lifecycle 
of a request, including providing a pre-production awareness review opportunity for material to 
be released and ensuring the official authorizing a response is authorized to do so under the 
applicable agency guidance and delegations.

For FOIA requests pending in each of the four offices at the initiation of the pilot, the FEAT 
Director and senior manager of the affected office will review the status of each of the requests, 
identify requests for which FEAT oversight would be helpful in responding to and processing the 
requests to conclusion and agree to a path forward for all pending requests.

This Pilot Project will generate information on the benefits of increased centralization of FOIA 
processing responsibilities at the EPA and the resources necessary for such centralization. That 
information will be used to inform a near-term decision regarding increased centralization of the 
EPA’s existing de-centralized approach to processing FOIA requests.

To complement this project, OEI and OGC will hold FOIA management training meetings in 
each of EPA’s program offices to ensure consistency with Agency procedures.  OEI and OGC 
also will coordinate with the RAs to conduct new training with the Regions to ensure Agency-
wide consistency.   

Current Status of FOIA Processing within the AO:

The AO Immediate Office, the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy (OP) 
and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) each receive a
substantial number of FOIA requests weekly 

Each currently has many pending requests
o Current estimates of pending requests:

- OEX (handles AO Immediate Office FOIAs):  391
- OPA:  107
- OCIR:  97
- OP:  45
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Since 1/1/2017, all four offices have seen a substantial increase in incoming FOIA 
requests
o OEX alone has seen an 189% increase of incoming requests in the last 5 months

Affected offices currently do not have sufficient staff to effectively and efficiently 
manage their caseloads

Centralized Management Pilot Project:

All incoming FOIA requests for OEX, OPA, OCIR, and OP will be managed as “FEAT 
FOIAs” and be assigned directly to the OGC FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) 
Office

FEAT staff (combination of attorneys and Government Information Specialists) will
review every OEX, OPA, OCIR and OP incoming request to immediately determine 
whether the request is a proper request under FOIA and/or whether clarification or 
narrowing of the request was needed

FEAT staff will then work with the program office staff in OEX, OPA, OP and OCIR to 
reach out to the requester, agree on scope of request and the search to be conducted, work 
with the program staff and OEI to collect responsive documents and then oversee the 
document review process, ensuring quality and consistency of document review

Existing staff in OEX, OPA, OCIR, and OP will be responsible for reviewing 
records consistent with the guidance and direction provided by the FEAT and for 
certain logistics associated with production of records to the requester
To ensure expeditious and efficient processing of requests, any disagreement 
between the FEAT Team Member and staff from OEX, OPA, OP and OCIR 
regarding any of the above aspects of the case will be elevated to the Director of 
the FEAT and the appropriate management official within the relevant office 
within 24 hours of the disagreement 

o Should the disagreement not be resolved at that level, it will be elevated to 
the Principal Deputy General Counsel (or, currently, the Acting General 
Counsel), who will consult and inform the Chief of Staff, as appropriate, 
and provide final resolution of the disagreement 

FEAT will coordinate with OEX, OPA, OP, and OCIR senior career management to 
ensure that they were aware of the documents being proposed for production and were 
prepared to sign off on those productions

Prior to release of any documents to the public, FEAT will ensure that senior Agency 
leadership were given the opportunity for an awareness review of the documents to be 
released
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Following senior leadership awareness review, documents will be released to the 
requester and posted to FOIAonline

Benefits of FEAT Management of AO Requests:

FEAT has established track record of effective oversight and management of the 
Agency’s most complex and voluminous requests

Management of the FOIAs would be the lead responsibility of FEAT Team Members,
allowing AO program staff in affected offices to focus on document review and 
processing

Application of the four hallmarks of the FEAT’s success to all covered requests:
1. Personal communication with requesters; 
2. Coordination of similar requests;
3. Internal coordination with senior leadership prior to release of documents; and
4. Proactive posting of materials when appropriate in lieu of producing through FOIA to 

reduce burden on Agency

Resources Necessary to Implement AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project

FEAT will receive three additional FTE and funding to support them in order to 
implement the Pilot Project as described
o These three FTE will be an addition to OGC’s existing FTE ceiling, and will be 

unencumbered by an existing employee when provided to OGC, however, OGC 
agrees to prioritize filling the positions with existing agency employees who 
encumber positions that count against the EPA’s overall FTE number so as not to 
increase the number of employees currently on board at the agency

o Staff currently engaged in FOIA in the affected offices are essential to the success of 
the pilot and will continue to devote the same amount of their time engaged in FOIA, 
focusing their work on FOIA processing with the oversight of the FEAT

o Based on experience once the Pilot is underway, the FEAT Director may engage with 
the leadership of any of the four offices regarding a need for additional staff resources 
from their office
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AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project 
Initial Implementation Plan

First Steps – Week of 7/24/2017
Liz, Samantha and Troy will each identify a career manager for Becky to work with 
directly on this project
Becky will meet with Brian Hope and the 3 managers identified above, both as a group 
and individually.  Goal of those meetings will be to:

o For group meeting:
discuss pilot overall
discuss outreach to staff
reach general understanding on implementation process

o For individual meetings:
review all pending FOIAs for that office
reach agreement as to how to proceed on each
discuss the types of requests received by the office and look for immediate 
opportunities for proactive postings

Becky will develop straw process for new FOIAs
Ryan and Kevin will discuss FTE needs for project

Near-Term 
Implement strategy for outreach to staff 
Hold FEAT/4 offices staff and management meetings

o Based on Becky’s discussions with managers, will either meet collectively or 
FEAT with each office individually.  Goal of those meetings will be to:

Discuss pilot with affected staff
Present strategy for addressing pending requests
Present straw process for new FOIAs
Solicit staff input on strategies for pending and incoming FOIAs
Address staff concerns/questions

Implement strategy for addressing pending requests with available FEAT staff
Finalize strategy for incoming requests
Ryan will identify political staffer in AO for direct coordination
As additional staff are made available to FEAT, implement strategy for incoming 
requests

Goal: Full Implementation of Centralization Pilot Project
All incoming FOIA requests for OEX, OPA, OCIR, and OP will be managed as “FEAT 
FOIAs” and be assigned directly to the OGC FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) 
Office
FEAT staff (combination of attorneys and Government Information Specialists) will
review every OEX, OPA, OCIR and OP incoming request to immediately determine 
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whether the request is a proper request under FOIA and/or whether clarification or 
narrowing of the request was needed
FEAT staff will then work with the program office staff in OEX, OPA, OP and OCIR to 
reach out to the requester, agree on scope of request and the search to be conducted, work 
with the program staff and OEI to collect responsive documents and then oversee the
document review process, ensuring quality and consistency of document review

o Existing staff in OEX, OPA, OCIR, and OP will be responsible for reviewing 
records consistent with the guidance and direction provided by the FEAT and for 
certain logistics associated with production of records to the requester

o To ensure expeditious and efficient processing of requests, any disagreement 
between the FEAT Team Member and staff from OEX, OPA, OP and OCIR 
regarding any of the above aspects of the case will be elevated to the Director of 
the FEAT and the appropriate management official within the relevant office 
within 24 hours of the disagreement 

Should the disagreement not be resolved at that level, it will be elevated to 
the Principal Deputy General Counsel (or, currently, the Acting General 
Counsel), who will consult and inform the Chief of Staff, as appropriate, 
and provide final resolution of the disagreement 

FEAT will coordinate with OEX, OPA, OP, and OCIR senior career management to 
ensure that they were aware of the documents being proposed for production and are
prepared to sign off on those productions
Prior to release of any documents to the public, FEAT will ensure that senior Agency 
leadership are given the opportunity for an awareness review of the documents to be 
released
Following senior leadership awareness review, documents will be released to the 
requester and posted to FOIAonline
The FEAT and affected offices will continue to look for opportunities for proactive 
posting of documents





From: Dolph, Becky
To: Hope, Brian
Subject: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal. 07.10.17. final.docx
Date: Monday, July 10, 2017 6:18:26 PM
Attachments: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal. 07.10.17. final.docx
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From: Dolph, Becky
To: Hope, Brian; Gottesman, Larry
Cc: Moser, Rebecca; Byrd, Jonda
Subject: Awareness Mark ups: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.03.2017
Date: Monday, July 10, 2017 1:53:43 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.03.2017..docx.docx

Liz’s mark-ups.  None of these are FEAT FOIAs.  Thanks.
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

 

From: Bowman, Liz 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2017 7:32 PM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Subject: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.03.2017..docx
 
I did it on time! Have a good weekend!

jhammitt
Typewritten Text
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From: Dolph, Becky
To: Hope, Brian; Gottesman, Larry
Cc: Blake, Wendy; Moser, Rebecca; Byrd, Jonda
Subject: Awareness Mark ups: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.26.2017.docx
Date: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 2:33:33 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.26.2017.docx

FYI.  
 
Thanks,
Becky
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

 
 

(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client
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From: Hope, Brian
To: Newton, Jonathan; No, Fredrick; Farren, Victor
Cc: Dolph, Becky; Minoli, Kevin; Reeder, John
Subject: Awareness Review Guidance
Date: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 9:31:00 AM
Importance: High

Team –
 
Ryan Jackson has just issued instructions to have all AO FOIA releases reviewed by the FEAT team
prior to distribution for awareness review by the political team. Please send Becky Dolph all
proposed releases that are currently in the awareness review process, as well as all future proposed
releases. At the conclusion of her team’s review, they will forward the proposed release for the
political team’s awareness review. They will cc both the AO FOIA professional responsible for the
request and me. At the conclusion of the awareness review period, I will sign the response letter,
and we will upload the responsive documents to FOIAonline and release them to the requestor as
per usual.
 
Jonathan –
 
Please communicate this guidance to the other AO FOIA professionals.
 
Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.
 

- Brian
 
Brian T. Hope
Acting Director
Office of the Executive Secretariat
Office of the Administrator
(202) 564-8212
 
 





Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) consistent with the attached project
description.

This pilot project is anticipated to enhance the Agency’s ability to provide effective and
efficient FOIA production in response to the many FOIA requests directed to these four
offices.  Additionally, the pilot project will generate information on the benefits of increased
centralization of FOIA processing responsibilities at the EPA and the resources necessary for
such centralization.  This information will be used in making near-term decisions regarding
the potential increased centralization of FOIA at the Agency.

While I realize that the project will take time for full implementation, I ask that your offices
begin those implementation efforts immediately.  I have attached a cover memo and
attachments for you to use to communicate this project with your staff and ask that you
disseminate this information Monday.

Thank you for your willingness to assist in our efforts aimed at enhancing the overall efficacy
of the Agency’s FOIA program.

Attachments

cc:  Henry Darwin
 Byron Brown

 
 
 
 
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(202) 564-6999
 



From: Newton, Jonathan
To: Auther, Larry; Tillery, Loreto; White, Candace; Gentry, Barbara; Teplitzky, Andy
Cc: Farren, Victor; Hope, Brian; No, Fredrick
Subject: FOIA Release Awareness Reviews
Date: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 3:07:57 PM

Good Afternoon FOIA Coordinators:
 
To insure that leadership is aware of public disclosures from AO, please send copies of pending FOIA
releases to Ryan Jackson, Liz Bowman, and Amy Graham, 48 hours before the release. If there is a
deadline that makes 48 hours impractical just alert them to the deadline so the awareness review
can be expedited.
 
Thanks in advance,
Jonathan
 
Jonathan V. Newton, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. EPA, Office of the Executive Secretariat
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (MC 1105A)
Washington, D.C. 20460
(202) 564-6164
 



From: Hope, Brian
To: Jackson, Ryan; Graham, Amy
Subject: FW: Awareness Review- AO FOIA Centralization Pilot- Chlorpyrifos FOIAs EPA-HQ-2017-005731 - August 16,

2017
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 9:56:00 AM
Attachments: OEX NYT EPA-HQ-2017-005731 -News Clips .pdf

OEX NYT EPA-HQ-2017-005731 Redacted.pdf

I will remind FEAT that you both need to be on the awareness reviews. Thanks.
 

From: Walker, Denise 
Sent: Wednesday, August 09, 2017 8:15 PM
To: Walker, Denise <Walker.Denise@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy
<lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise
<Packard.Elise@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky
<Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin <schwab.justin@epa.gov>
Cc: Newton, Jonathan <Newton.Jonathan@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>;
Rementer, Nicole <rementer.nicole@epa.gov>; Creech, Christopher
<Creech.Christopher@epa.gov>; Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>
Subject: Awareness Review- AO FOIA Centralization Pilot- Chlorpyrifos FOIAs EPA-HQ-2017-005731 -
August 16, 2017
 
Good evening:
 
On August 16, 2017, we are planning to release the attached documents to multiple FOIA
requesters.
The documents are attached for your review and described briefly below.
 
Please contact me directly if you have questions about these documents.
 
Thank you,
Denise A. Walker
 
 

Title Proposed
release date

Description

OEX NYT EPA-HQ-2017-005731
News Clips
OEX NYT EPA-HQ-2017-005731
Redacted

8/16/2017 E-mails from specific custodians regarding
the pesticide chlorpyrifos, for the period of
January 20, 2017 through March 31, 2017

947 pages of news clips are in one
document. 

722 pages of additional internal e-mails
contain redactions pursuant to exemptions
5 (deliberative process, attorney-client
privilege and attorney work-product) and 6



(personal privacy).  

In the redacted document, we highlight
pages 32 through 36, pages 95 through
134, and 595 for your review.
 
These records have been reviewed by OGC
(FEAT and IO), OCIR, CCSPP, OP, and the AO

 
 
Denise A. Walker
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency                        
Office of General Counsel
Washington, D.C. |7308A WJCN
Office: 202-564-6520
EPA Cell: 202-816-9872
     
 
 



From: Farren, Victor
To: Hope, Brian
Subject: FW: Awareness Review Guidance - EPA-HQ-2017-005731
Date: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 4:08:05 PM

FYI
 

From: Walker, Denise 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 3:13 PM
To: Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise
<Packard.Elise@epa.gov>
Cc: Rementer, Nicole <rementer.nicole@epa.gov>; Clarke, Victoria <clarke.victoria@epa.gov>;
Creech, Christopher <Creech.Christopher@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Awareness Review Guidance - EPA-HQ-2017-005731
 
Thank you, Victor.
 
I spoke to Elise about this matter.
We will hold for now. If 
 
Thank you all,
Denise
 

From: Farren, Victor 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 1:02 PM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Cc: Rementer, Nicole <rementer.nicole@epa.gov>; Clarke, Victoria <clarke.victoria@epa.gov>;
Walker, Denise <Walker.Denise@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Awareness Review Guidance - EPA-HQ-2017-005731
Importance: High
 
Following up from earlier this morning.  See below.
 
Thanks,
 
Victor
 

From: Farren, Victor 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 10:23 AM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Awareness Review Guidance - EPA-HQ-2017-005731
Importance: High
 
Becky,
 

(b)(5) deliberative, (b) (6)



The documents for EPA-HQ-2017-005731 are on OneDrive so please let me know who needs access
to these files.
 
These documents are also responsive to:
 
Ryan Koronowski, ThinkPress.org  - EPA-HQ-2017-005553
Sharon Lerner, The Intercept - EPA-HQ-2017-006146
Alexander Rony, Sierra Club – EPA-HQ-2017-006791
Austin Evers, American Oversight – EPA-HQ-2017-006057   will not release documents to this
requester since we are in litigation.  Release will be coordinated through Jennifer Hammit.
 
 

From: Hope, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 9:32 AM
To: Newton, Jonathan <Newton.Jonathan@epa.gov>; No, Fredrick <No.Fredrick@epa.gov>; Farren,
Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>
Cc: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Reeder, John
<Reeder.John@epa.gov>
Subject: Awareness Review Guidance
Importance: High
 
Team –
 
Ryan Jackson has just issued instructions to have all AO FOIA releases reviewed by the FEAT team
prior to distribution for awareness review by the political team. Please send Becky Dolph all
proposed releases that are currently in the awareness review process, as well as all future proposed
releases. At the conclusion of her team’s review, they will forward the proposed release for the
political team’s awareness review. They will cc both the AO FOIA professional responsible for the
request and me. At the conclusion of the awareness review period, I will sign the response letter,
and we will upload the responsive documents to FOIAonline and release them to the requestor as
per usual.
 
Jonathan –
 
Please communicate this guidance to the other AO FOIA professionals.
 
Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.
 

- Brian
 
Brian T. Hope
Acting Director
Office of the Executive Secretariat
Office of the Administrator
(202) 564-8212



From: Newton, Jonathan
To: Bailey, KevinJ; Tillery, Loreto; White, Candace; Lawrence, Tanya; Gentry, Barbara; Brown, Caroline
Cc: Hope, Brian
Subject: FW: Awareness Review Guidance
Date: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 9:42:05 AM
Importance: High

 
 
Jonathan V. Newton, Attorney-Advisor
U.S. EPA, Office of the Executive Secretariat
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (MC 1105A)
Washington, D.C. 20460
(202) 564-6164
 

From: Hope, Brian 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 9:32 AM
To: Newton, Jonathan <Newton.Jonathan@epa.gov>; No, Fredrick <No.Fredrick@epa.gov>; Farren,
Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>
Cc: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Reeder, John
<Reeder.John@epa.gov>
Subject: Awareness Review Guidance
Importance: High
 
Team –
 
Ryan Jackson has just issued instructions to have all AO FOIA releases reviewed by the FEAT team
prior to distribution for awareness review by the political team. Please send Becky Dolph all
proposed releases that are currently in the awareness review process, as well as all future proposed
releases. At the conclusion of her team’s review, they will forward the proposed release for the
political team’s awareness review. They will cc both the AO FOIA professional responsible for the
request and me. At the conclusion of the awareness review period, I will sign the response letter,
and we will upload the responsive documents to FOIAonline and release them to the requestor as
per usual.
 
Jonathan –
 
Please communicate this guidance to the other AO FOIA professionals.
 
Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks.
 

- Brian
 
Brian T. Hope
Acting Director
Office of the Executive Secretariat



Office of the Administrator
(202) 564-8212
 
 





TO: Kevin Minoli, Acting General Counsel
 Steve Fine, Acting Assistant Administrator, Office of Environmental

Information
 Samantha Dravis, Associate Administrator for Policy
 Troy Lyons, Associate Administrator for OCIR
 Liz Bowman, Acting Associate Administrator for Public Affairs
 Brian Hope, Acting Director, Office of the Executive Secretariat

SUBJECT: Office of the Administrator FOIA Centralization Pilot Project

By this memorandum, I am asking you to implement a pilot project centralizing all incoming
Freedom of Information Act requests directed to the Immediate Office of the Office of the
Administrator, the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy (OP) and the Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) consistent with the attached project
description.

This pilot project is anticipated to enhance the Agency’s ability to provide effective and
efficient FOIA production in response to the many FOIA requests directed to these four
offices.  Additionally, the pilot project will generate information on the benefits of increased
centralization of FOIA processing responsibilities at the EPA and the resources necessary for
such centralization.  This information will be used in making near-term decisions regarding
the potential increased centralization of FOIA at the Agency.

While I realize that the project will take time for full implementation, I ask that your offices
begin those implementation efforts immediately.  I have attached a cover memo and
attachments for you to use to communicate this project with your staff and ask that you
disseminate this information Monday.

Thank you for your willingness to assist in our efforts aimed at enhancing the overall efficacy
of the Agency’s FOIA program.

Attachments

cc:  Henry Darwin
 Byron Brown

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(202) 564-6999



From: Hope, Brian
To: Newton, Jonathan; No, Fredrick; Farren, Victor; Ferris, Lena
Subject: FW: FOIAs for Awareness from list for week of 7/24
Date: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 3:03:00 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.24.2017. docx.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 11:53 AM
To: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Gottesman, Larry <Gottesman.Larry@epa.gov>; OGC FEAT
<OGC_FEAT@epa.gov>
Cc: Moser, Rebecca <Moser.Rebecca@EPA.GOV>; Byrd, Jonda <byrd.jonda@epa.gov>
Subject: FOIAs for Awareness from list for week of 7/24
 
FEAT has #1
 
FEAT will work with OEX on ##2, 3,6, 9, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, and 26
 
OEI responsible for ##13, 14, 23, 29, and 30
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

 

From: Bowman, Liz 
Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2017 10:14 AM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Subject: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.24.2017. docx.docx
 
 



From: Hope, Brian
To: Newton, Jonathan; No, Fredrick; Farren, Victor; Ferris, Lena
Subject: FW: Follow-up to FOIA Discussion
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 4:05:00 PM

FYI
 

From: Jackson, Ryan 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 8:37 AM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha
<dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Chmielewski, Kevin <chmielewski.kevin@epa.gov>; Baptist, Erik
<baptist.erik@epa.gov>; Bolen, Brittany <bolen.brittany@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven
<fine.steven@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>; Fugh, Justina
<Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Follow-up to FOIA Discussion
 

   
 

   
 

   
 
 

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

On Aug 21, 2017, at 8:59 PM, Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov> wrote:

In follow-up to our discussion earlier today, 

 

(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client

(b)(5) attorney-client



Please let me know if questions or if you would like to discuss.  I look forward to
working with you to further refine our process to better accommodate you needs.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771
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From: Hope, Brian
To: Newton, Jonathan; No, Fredrick; Farren, Victor; Ferris, Lena
Subject: Fw: Liz Bowman"s mark ups -- Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.05.2017.docx
Date: Monday, June 12, 2017 10:26:13 AM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.05.2017.docx

FYI - feedback from Liz Bowman on last week's list.

From: Dolph, Becky
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2017 9:30 AM
To: Fine, Steven; Gottesman, Larry; Byrd, Jonda; Blake, Wendy; Moser, Rebecca; Hope, Brian
Subject: Liz Bowman's mark ups -- Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.05.2017.docx

See the attached highlights of FOIAs in which OPA has an interest.  The media policies one I believe is
being consolidated and sent to OPA.  

Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

From: Bowman, Liz 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 6:08 PM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Subject: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.05.2017.docx

Please see highlights. Thanks, Becky!
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- For FOIA requests where another office is assigned as the lead office (such as OPA), the

lead office will issue a records search task to you, so please process the records, upload the
records, and close out the task.  The lead office will issue the disclosure to the requester. 
Please let us know when you have completed the task so that we can work with the lead
office to coordinate an awareness review and disclose the records.

 
Thank you all so much for your hard work.  I know it goes without saying, but as the lead office
for your requests, please keep completing your administrative responsibilities, such as issuing ten-
day letters, or unusual circumstance letters, managing the clock, and assisting in maintaining the
administrative record.  This is one of the largest FOIA projects at the agency, with now nearly
over 400 requests.  Your work and your assistance is invaluable, and helping us to shoulder this
burden is greatly appreciated. 
 
Victoria
 
Victoria Clarke
Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel
Washington, D.C. |7312B WJCN
202-564-1149    
 









U.S. Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel
Washington, D.C. |7312B WJCN
202-564-1149    
 



From: Minoli, Kevin
To: Jackson, Ryan
Cc: Dolph, Becky; Bowman, Liz; Lyons, Troy; Dravis, Samantha; Shapiro, Mike; Graham, Amy; Fine, Steven; Hope,

Brian; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron
Subject: Re: For Awareness -- FOIA Releases re: Steam Electric Rule
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 8:05:07 AM

Ryan- We investigated this and I wanted to report out what we learned. Bottom line: this was
the result of an error by an employee in OW who uploaded them to a section of FOIAonline
that was publicly available rather than the internal section of FOIAonline where we have
historically uploaded documents that were undergoing the final awareness review. We have
historically uploaded them to an internal section of FOIAonline as an efficiency because that
could be done while the final review was occurring, and changes could still be made before
the documents were published to the public side. My understanding is that the employee was
Acting for his manager and may not have been very familiar with FOIAonline. To ensure this
scenario will not happen again in the context of a FEAT FOIA, we will change our process so
that nothing is uploaded at all until we have the final set of documents and their production
has been authorized. As this was an inadvertent release, the documents were taken down
yesterday. 

  

Kevin

Kevin S. Minoli
Acting General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
US Environmental Protection Agency
Main Office Line: 202-564-8040

On Aug 23, 2017, at 12:26 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/view/request?
objectId=090004d28124aece
 
So these are already online regardless of the awareness email. 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
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Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 6:56 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy
<lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Shapiro,
Mike <Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov>
Cc: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: For Awareness -- FOIA Releases re: Steam Electric Rule
 
Got it.  

 
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

 

From: Jackson, Ryan 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 6:55 PM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy
<lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Shapiro,
Mike <Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov>
Cc: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: For Awareness -- FOIA Releases re: Steam Electric Rule
 

  Thank you. 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 6:54 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy
<lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Shapiro,
Mike <Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov>
Cc: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>
Subject: For Awareness -- FOIA Releases re: Steam Electric Rule
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Please let me know if questions or concerns.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

 
 



From: Hope, Brian
To: Jackson, Ryan
Cc: Reeder, John; Dolph, Becky; Minoli, Kevin
Bcc: Newton, Jonathan; Farren, Victor
Subject: RE: Notice of upcoming FOIA release
Date: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 9:34:00 AM

Guidance has been issued to OEX staff, and we will communicate to all AO FOIA professionals shortly. Thanks.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jackson, Ryan
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 9:15 AM
To: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>
Cc: Reeder, John <Reeder.John@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Notice of upcoming FOIA release

It is necessary.  Thank you.

-----Original Message-----
From: Hope, Brian
Sent: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 8:44 AM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Reeder, John <Reeder.John@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Notice of upcoming FOIA release

The centralization pilot as currently structured does not include FEAT review of proposed AO FOIA releases.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jackson, Ryan
Sent: Monday, August 07, 2017 11:00 PM
To: Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov>
Cc: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian
<Hope.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Notice of upcoming FOIA release

We are not releasing this until FEAT in OGC has reviewed it per our new consolidation policy.  

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

> On Aug 3, 2017, at 5:44 PM, Farren, Victor <Farren.Victor@epa.gov> wrote:
>
> All,
>
> Please see the attached documents responsive to FOIA EPA-HQ-2017-005731 submitted by reporter Roni Rabin
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with the New York Times.  She requested emails from specific custodians regarding chlorpyrifos, for the period of
January 20 through March 31, 2017.  These documents are also responsive to the following FOIA requests:
>
> Ryan Koronowski, ThinkPress.org  - EPA-HQ-2017-005553 Austin Evers,
> American Oversight – EPA-HQ-2017-006057 Sharon Lerner, The Intercept -
> EPA-HQ-2017-006146 Alexander Rony, Sierra Club – EPA-HQ-2017-006791
>
> This is a partial release, as we continue to process documents.  News clips, which will be released in full, are in
their own file.  The remainder of the documents contain redactions pursuant to exemptions 5 (deliberative process,
attorney-client privilege and attorney work-product) and 6 (personal privacy).  As you review, pages 32 through 36,
and pages 95 through 134 may be of interest.
>
> I plan on releasing these documents to the above parties by COB, Tuesday August 8.  Please contact me before
this date in you have any questions or concerns.
>
>
>
> Victor J. Farren
> Attorney-Advisor
> U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
> Office of the Executive Secretariat
> (202) 564-0808
>
> <EPA-HQ-2017-005731 - Responsive documents redacted.pdf>
> <EPA-HQ-2017-005731 - Release in Full.pdf>



From: Fine, Steven
To: Dolph, Becky; Jackson, Ryan
Cc: Hope, Brian; Minoli, Kevin; Bowman, Liz
Subject: RE: RE: RE: FW:
Date: Thursday, August 03, 2017 12:43:20 PM

Becky, thank you. Very helpful.
 
Liz and Becky, Larry is going to start treating everything on Becky’s weekly list as of interest to the
AO until he receives Liz’s list of what she’s actually interested in. That will further reduce the chance
that something slips through without notification. I’ll work on setting up a meeting for us next week
to discuss other refinements to the process.
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 8:50 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: RE: RE: FW:

Larry Gottesman is the National FOIA Officer – he is in OEI under Steve.  FOIA requests for HQ come
into Larry’s office and his office then assigns them to a program office for response.  It is from this
system (as well as the requests that come in directly to the Regional Offices) that I review and pull
the selected requests that are in the report that I send around on Fridays.  If I don’t hear from Liz by
Tuesday, I send her a reminder to let me know of the ones she would like to see and she gets back to
me promptly.  I then distribute that list to Brian Hope (OEX) and to Larry Gottesman.  FOIAs assigned
to AO are OEX’s responsibility (now in conjunction with the FEAT).  If the requests marked by Liz are
not assigned to the AO or are not otherwise being managed by the FEAT, Larry is responsible for
letting the assigned office know of the need for awareness review prior to release. 
 

 
As we are implementing the pilot, I have instructed my staff that no AO requests are to be issued
without the opportunity for an awareness review by you, OPA and the senior leadership of any other
affected offices.  (b)(5) deliberative

(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client



 
 
I plan to be back in the office on Tuesday, 8/8.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771



From: Fine, Steven
To: Jackson, Ryan
Cc: Hope, Brian; Dolph, Becky; Minoli, Kevin; Bowman, Liz
Subject: Re: RE: RE: FW:
Date: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 7:38:17 PM

The response was completed before that request was tagged in the system for attention.

Timeline:

Mon 7/24: Request received
Fri 7/28: Becky sent weekly list of requests that could be of interest
Tue 8/1: Liz told Becky the ones for which she’d like advance notice
Wed 8/2: Becky relayed that information to the National FOIA Office and ORD releases
response

Two suggestions:

1) In the short-term, Liz also sends list of those of interest directly to Larry Gottesman

2) When Becky is back from leave, she, Liz, Larry, and I meet to make the process a little
more robust without adding much complexity. (e.g., how avoid additional delays when people
are on leave)

[Pardon brevity and errors. I'm mobile.]

On Aug 2, 2017, at 6:45 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

I see.  So FOIAs dealing with the Administrator himself will draw inquiries from
press to OPA.  OPA or I need to know when those go out. 

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

On Aug 2, 2017, at 3:31 PM, Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov> wrote:

The request number is EPA-HQ-2017-009708. It was assigned to the
Office of Research and Development. Michael Bender processed the
request, and Peter Evanko approved the release. OEX was not consulted
prior to release. Please let me know if you need anything else. Thanks.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->- <!--[endif]-->Brian
 

From: Jackson, Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 4:07 PM
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To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Fine,
Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: RE: FW:

We didn't get the opportunity to see what is going out before this was
released.  Who processed this FOIA?

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bowman, Liz" <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Date: August 2, 2017 at 3:10:03 PM EDT
To: "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: FW:

On 7/24 Kevin Bogardus submitted a FOIA for the
letter/all records on the complaint from the Sierra Club
against Pruitt's claims about climate. That request was
fulfilled yesterday, 8/2 by Michael Bender, with no
heads up to OPA. And, the response to Bogardus wasn't
due until 8/30. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jackson, Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 3:03 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: FW: 

What was it about?

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

On Aug 2, 2017, at 3:00 PM, Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov> wrote:

Why did Kevin Bogardus from E&E all of a
sudden get a response to a FOIA today,
without any awareness from our FOIA



office? And, who filled this FOIA?



From: Hope, Brian
To: Dolph, Becky
Cc: Minoli, Kevin; Fine, Steven
Subject: RE: RE: RE: FW:
Date: Thursday, August 03, 2017 3:15:00 PM

According to the assignment history in FOIAonline, the request was reassigned from AO to ORD
about 5 hours after OEX received it on Tuesday, July 25.
 

 
Thanks.
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 8:50 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: RE: RE: FW:

Larry Gottesman is the National FOIA Officer – he is in OEI under Steve.  FOIA requests for HQ come
into Larry’s office and his office then assigns them to a program office for response.  It is from this
system (as well as the requests that come in directly to the Regional Offices) that I review and pull
the selected requests that are in the report that I send around on Fridays.  If I don’t hear from Liz by
Tuesday, I send her a reminder to let me know of the ones she would like to see and she gets back to
me promptly.  I then distribute that list to Brian Hope (OEX) and to Larry Gottesman.  FOIAs assigned
to AO are OEX’s responsibility (now in conjunction with the FEAT).  If the requests marked by Liz are
not assigned to the AO or are not otherwise being managed by the FEAT, Larry is responsible for
letting the assigned office know of the need for awareness review prior to release. 
 

 
As we are implementing the pilot, I have instructed my staff that no AO requests are to be issued
without the opportunity for an awareness review by you, OPA and the senior leadership of any other
affected offices.  

(b)(5) deliberative
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I plan to be back in the office on Tuesday, 8/8.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

 

From: Jackson, Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 7:49 PM
To: Fine, Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov>
Cc: Hope, Brian <Hope.Brian@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin
<Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: RE: RE: FW:

Who is Larry?

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

On Aug 2, 2017, at 5:38 PM, Fine, Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov> wrote:

The response was completed before that request was tagged in the system for
attention.

Timeline:

Mon 7/24: Request received
Fri 7/28: Becky sent weekly list of requests that could be of interest
Tue 8/1: Liz told Becky the ones for which she’d like advance notice
Wed 8/2: Becky relayed that information to the National FOIA Office and ORD
releases response

Two suggestions:

(b)(5) deliberative

(b)(5) deliberative





(202) 564-6999

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bowman, Liz"
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Date: August 2, 2017 at 3:10:03 PM EDT
To: "Jackson, Ryan"
<jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: FW:

On 7/24 Kevin Bogardus submitted a FOIA
for the letter/all records on the complaint
from the Sierra Club against Pruitt's claims
about climate. That request was fulfilled
yesterday, 8/2 by Michael Bender, with no
heads up to OPA. And, the response to
Bogardus wasn't due until 8/30.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jackson, Ryan
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 3:03 PM
To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: FW:

What was it about?

__________________________
Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999

On Aug 2, 2017, at 3:00 PM,
Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
wrote:

Why did Kevin Bogardus from
E&E all of a sudden get a
response to a FOIA today,
without any awareness from our
FOIA office? And, who filled
this FOIA?





    
       

      
   

  

   

       

        
  

         
 

    
  

                  
               

                 
                

                  
                 
             

 

          

         

 

   
  
     
    

  

 



From: Packard, Elise
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected FOIA Requests -- week of 2/20/2017
Date: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:29:44 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 02202017.docx

From: Dolph, Becky
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2017 8:12 PM
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy
Subject: Selected FOIA Requests -- week of 2/20/2017
 
FYI
 
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
                                                                            
 
 



From: Packard  Elise
To: Hammitt  Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIA Requests -- week of 3/13/2017
Date: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:25:42 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 03.13.2017.docx

From: Dolph, Becky
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 7 09 PM
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIA Requests -- week of 3/13/2017
 
The Agency received 199 FOIA requests 3/11/2017- 3/16/2017.  The requests below may be of interest.  Please let me know if questions.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
                                                                            

Selected Incoming FOIA Requests – Week of 3/13/2017
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:25 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 3/27/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 03.27.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, March 31, 2017 5:48 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; 
Konkus, John; Freire, JP 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 3/27/2017  
  
The Agency received 304 FOIA requests from 3/25/2017 – 3/31/2017.  The requests below may be of 
interest.  Please let me know if questions. 
  
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             

Selected FOIA Requests – Week of 3/27/2017 
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:22 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 4/10/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 04.10.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 2:47 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 4/10/2017  
  
The Agency received 240 FOIA requests from 4/8/2017 – 4/14/2017.  The requests below may be of interest.  Please let me know if questions. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             

Selected FOIA Requests – Week of 4/10/2017 

(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client
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1

Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:21 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 4/17/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 04.17.2017. docx.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 6:06 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 4/17/2017  
  
The Agency received 274 FOIA requests from 4/15/2017 – 4/21/2017.  The requests below may be of interest.   
  
Based on the number of FOIAs received daily since 2/17/2017, the Agency is on track to receive over 12,800 FOIAs in FY17, which would be the 
most requests received in at least the last 10 years, if not longer. 
  
Please let me know if questions. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
Selected FOIA Requests – Week of 4/17/2017 
  

(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client
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(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client



Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:21 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 4/24/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 04.24.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 4:48 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 4/24/2017  
  
The Agency received 227 FOIA requests from 4/22/2017 – 4/28/2017.  The requests below may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             

Selected FOIA Requests – Week of 4/24/2017 

(b)(5) deliberative, (b)(5) attorney-client
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:20 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/5/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 05.01.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, May 5, 2017 4:08 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 5/5/2017  
  
The Agency received 256 FOIA requests from 4/29/2017 – 5/5/2017.  The 57 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky  
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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From: Packard, Elise
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/15/2017
Date: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:19:49 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 05.15.2017.docx

From: Dolph, Becky
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 5:23 PM
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy;
Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/15/2017
 
The Agency received 275 FOIA requests from 5/13/2017 – 5/19/2017.  The  50 requests
summarized in the attached file may be of interest. 
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
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From: Packard, Elise
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/22/2017
Date: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:19:19 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 05.22.2017.docx

From: Dolph, Becky
Sent: Friday, May 26, 2017 3:53 PM
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy;
Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/22/2017
 
The Agency received 224 FOIA requests from 5/20/2017 – 5/26/2017.  The  36 requests
summarized in the attached file may be of interest.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
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From: Packard, Elise
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/29/2017
Date: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:18:47 PM
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 05.29.2017 .docx

From: Dolph, Becky
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2017 6:15 PM
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy;
Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Freire, JP; Bowman, Liz; Fine, Steven
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 5/29/2017
 
The Agency received 201 FOIA requests from 5/26/2017 – 6/2/2017.  The  35 requests
summarized in the attached file may be of interest.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:18 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 6/5/2017  -- corrected
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.05.2017.corrected.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, June 9, 2017 5:27 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Bowman, Liz; Fine, Steven; 
Graham, Amy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/5/2017 ‐‐ corrected  
  
For the purists among us, attached is new file of selected incoming FOIA requests with the correct date in the header….  Have a good weekend! 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
  
From: Dolph, Becky  
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 5:22 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Dravis, Samantha 
<dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Brown, Byron 
<brown.byron@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov>; 
Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/5/2017 
  
The Agency received 256 FOIA requests from 6/3/2017 – 6/9/2017.  The  51 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 

jhammitt
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Becky 
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:18 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 6/12/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.12.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2017 1:33 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy; Brown, Byron; Konkus, John; Bowman, Liz; Fine, Steven; 
Graham, Amy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/12/2017  
  
The Agency received 238 FOIA requests from 6/10/2017 – 6/16/2017.  The  36 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:17 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 6/19/2017

 
 

From: Blake, Wendy 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2017 7:48 AM 
To: Packard, Elise 
Cc: Youngblood, Charlotte 
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017  
  
Elise ‐  
 

 
 

 
Wendy 

From: Minoli, Kevin 
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2017 8:25 PM 
To: Dolph, Becky 
Cc: Blake, Wendy; Baptist, Erik; Youngblood, Charlotte 
Subject: Re: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017  
  
I think that would be great.   

Kevin  
 

(b)(5) deliberative

(b)(5) deliberative
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Kevin S. Minoli 
Acting General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Main Office Line: 202‐564‐8040 
 
On Jun 26, 2017, at 6:37 PM, Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov> wrote: 

Wendy already gets the weekly list.  Perhaps Eric and Charlotte should be added as recipients as well? 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
  
From: Blake, Wendy  
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2017 3:54 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Baptist, Erik <baptist.erik@epa.gov>; 
Youngblood, Charlotte <Youngblood.Charlotte@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017 
  
Excellent point Kevin.   
  

    
  
Wendy 
  
Wendy L. Blake 
Associate General Counsel 
General Law Office 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
phone:  (202) 564-1821 
fax:       (202) 564-5433 

  

(b)(5) deliberative
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From: Minoli, Kevin  
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2017 3:39 PM 
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Baptist, Erik <baptist.erik@epa.gov>; Blake, Wendy <Blake.Wendy@epa.gov>; 
Youngblood, Charlotte <Youngblood.Charlotte@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017 
  

 

 
  
  
Kevin S. Minoli 
Acting General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Main Office Line: 202‐564‐8040 
  
From: Dolph, Becky  
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2017 1:13 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>; Dravis, 
Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; 
Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven 
<fine.steven@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017 
  
Will do.  We’ve done that coordination with OCIR in the past fairly well on the FOIAs handled by my office, but we need to make sure 
everyone is on the same page now. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
  

(b)(5) deliberative
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From: Jackson, Ryan  
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2017 1:09 PM 
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>; Dravis, 
Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; 
Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven 
<fine.steven@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017 
  
Becky, please include Troy Lyons on these notices as well. 
  
We need to coordinate the responses with OCIR so that the Hill receives responses on or about the time that a FOIA recipient 
receives a response from us.  Additionally, we need to coordinate so that the same information is being provided and that all of the 
Agency is in the loop on what is being compiled so we aren’t duplicating efforts.   
  
Thanks.   
  
From: Dolph, Becky  
Sent: Friday, June 23, 2017 1:56 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Packard, Elise <Packard.Elise@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Dravis, 
Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; 
Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Fine, Steven 
<fine.steven@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy <graham.amy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/19/2017 
  
The Agency received 243 FOIA requests from 6/17/2017 – 6/24/2017.  The  44 requests summarized in the attached file may be of 
interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:16 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 6/26/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 06.26.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 6:13 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 6/26/2017  
  
The Agency received 217 FOIA requests from 6/24/2017 – 6/30/2017.  The  67 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
  

jhammitt
Typewritten Text
Attachment Withheld Ex. 5 - AC, DPP



7

Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:15 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 7/3/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.03.2017..docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2017 4:56 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 7/3/2017  
  
The Agency received 167 FOIA requests from 7/1/2017 – 7/7/2017.  The 37 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
  

jhammitt
Typewritten Text
Attachment withheld Ex. 5 - AC, DPP



8

Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:14 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 7/10/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.10.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2017 5:24 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 7/10/2017  
  
The Agency received 225 FOIA requests from 7/8/2017 – 7/14/2017.  The 43 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:14 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 7/17/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.17.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 5:56 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 7/17/2017  
  
The Agency received 252 FOIA requests from 7/15/2017 – 7/21/2017.  The 47 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest.  
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:13 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 7/24/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 07.24.2017. docx.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2017 7:06 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 7/24/2017  
  
The Agency received 226 FOIA requests from 7/22/2017 – 7/28/2017.  The 33 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest. Note 
that I will be out the office until 8/8 so next week’s report may be delayed. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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11

Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:13 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected incoming FOIAs -- week of 8/14/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 08.14.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, August 18, 2017 4:26 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 8/14/2017  
  
The Agency received 165 FOIA requests from 8/12/2017 – 8/18/2017.  The 16 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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12

Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:11 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected incoming FOIAs -- week of 8/21/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 08.21.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2017 6:03 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 8/21/2017  
  
The Agency received 213 FOIA requests from 8/19/2017 – 8/25/2017.  The 41 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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13

Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Packard, Elise
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2018 8:09 PM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: Selected Incoming FOIAs -- week of 8/28/2017
Attachments: Selected FOIA Requests. general. 08.28.2017.docx

 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Monday, September 4, 2017 6:47 PM 
To: Jackson, Ryan; Dravis, Samantha; Brown, Byron; Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John; Lyons, Troy; Graham, Amy; Baptist, Erik; Minoli, Kevin; Packard, Elise; Fine, 
Steven; Hull, George; Grantham, Nancy 
Subject: Selected Incoming FOIAs ‐‐ week of 8/28/2017  
  
The Agency received 207 FOIA requests from 8/26/2017 – 9/1/2017.  The 46 requests summarized in the attached file may be of interest. 
  
Thanks, 
Becky 
  
  
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Miller, Kevin
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 9:20 AM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: urgent FOIA search 
Attachments: Complex FOIAs Practice Pointers & Tips FIRST DRAFT (5-1-17).docx

 
 
Kevin Miller | US EPA | Office of General Counsel | 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW | WJC North, Mail Code 2377A | 
Washington DC 20460 | phone: (202) 564-2691 

 
From: Dolph, Becky  
Sent: Monday, May 01, 2017 7:16 PM 
To: Blake, Wendy <Blake.Wendy@epa.gov>; Miller, Kevin <Miller.Kevin@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Complex FOIAs: Practice Pointers & Tips ‐ First Draft 
 
FYI – I will start looking at this tomorrow.  thanks. 
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                         
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771        
                                                                             
 
From: Rementer, Nicole  
Sent: Monday, May 01, 2017 7:01 PM 
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov> 
Subject: Complex FOIAs: Practice Pointers & Tips ‐ First Draft 
 
Becky:	
	
As	promised,	here	is	the	first	draft	of	the	COMPLEX	FOIAS:	PRACTICE	POINTERS	&	TIPS.	
	

	
			

	
I	hope	this	is	the	substantive	draft	you’re	seeking.		I	look	forward	to	the	comments	and	discussions!	
	
Nicole	
	
 
Nicole M. Rementer 
Attorney‐Adviser | FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency | Office of General Counsel 
7340K WJCN | 202.564.3692 
rementer.nicole@epa.gov 
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From: Bowman, Liz
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project
Date: Monday, April 09, 2018 10:20:28 AM
Attachments: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Description. 07.21.17. final.docx

AO FOIA Centralization Project. Qs and As. 07.21.2017.docx

From: Bowman, Liz
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2017 7:24 PM
To: AO OPA Everyone
Subject: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project
 
MEMORANDUM
 
FROM:          Liz Bowman, AA Office of Public Affairs
 
TO:                 Office of Public Affairs Staff
                       
SUBJECT:     AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project

 
 

Our office has been asked by the Chief of Staff to participate in a pilot project centralizing
incoming all incoming Freedom of Information Act requests directed to the Immediate Office
of the Office of the Administrator, the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR).
 
Weekly, the AO Immediate Office, the Office of Public Affairs, the Office of Policy and the
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations receive a substantial number of
FOIA requests. Each office is currently responsible for many pending FOIAs and unprocessed
requests range from 45 in one office to nearly 400 in another office.  Since January 2017 all
four offices have had a substantial increase in FOIA requests: OEX FOIA receipts alone
increased by 189% over a 5-month period.  These four offices simply do not have sufficient
staff to effectively and efficiently manage their caseloads.

 
To address the offices’ FOIA demands, the Agency is implementing a pilot FOIA
centralization project. These four offices, in conjunction with the OGC/FOIA Expert
Assistance Team (FEAT), will work together to meet this unprecedented need. Below is
information regarding the pilot. 
 
Attached you will find a description of the project as well as a questions and answers
document that will provide you with additional details regarding the project.
 
I appreciate your cooperation in this effort aimed at enhancing our FOIA program.  Thank
you.
 



 
Attachments

- AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Description
- Questions and Answers for Employees

 



From: Bowman, Liz
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
Date: Monday, April 09, 2018 10:19:10 AM
Attachments: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal. 07.10.17.docx

From: Bowman, Liz
Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 10:18 AM
To: Hammitt, Jennifer
Subject: Fw: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 

From: Jackson, Ryan
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 5:36 PM
To: Dolph, Becky; Minoli, Kevin
Cc: Dravis, Samantha; Lyons, Troy; Bowman, Liz; Brown, Byron
Subject: RE: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 
 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 5:35 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>
Cc: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 
I have not seen the document with your edits.  If you would like to have someone send it to me, I
can create a final plan.  I have also put together a draft implementation plan and staff
communications piece that Kevin is looking at now.
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
                                                                            
 

From: Jackson, Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 5:31 PM
To: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>
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Cc: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 
This doesn’t include my edits from earlier this week. 
 

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 12:23 PM
To: Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 
Per Kevin’s email below, below is revised AO FOIA centralization pilot proposal.  

 
Please let me know if questions.
 
Thanks,
Becky
 
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency                       
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771      
                                                                            
 

From: Minoli, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 7:34 AM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Brown, Byron <brown.byron@epa.gov>; Dolph, Becky
<Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 
Thanks Ryan and all of the folks CC'd on your email for the support for improving FOIA
responses in your offices and eventually across EPA. After meeting with some of your key staff
as well as Brian hope from OEX, Becky has a revised version of the pilot that she can send
around for folks to take a look at. She will also sit down again with Brian to get his feedback
and buy-in as OEX will be essential an the immediate and longer-term future of the effort. 
 
If folks would like to send any questions in addition to the ones people have already asked,
Becky can consolidate them and share the questions and answers with folks who are
interested. She has also begun the process of developing a roll out and communications plan
for how to introduce the effort to people in the various offices. When she has all of your
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feedback and a draft plan that is ready for review we will share that with everyone. 

 
Thanks, Kevin

Kevin S. Minoli
Acting General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
US Environmental Protection Agency
Main Office Line: 202-564-8040

On Jul 16, 2017, at 4:53 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

I appreciate the work on centralizing and frankly modernizing the FOIA process at EPA.  

 
 
 
 

From: Minoli, Kevin 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2017 2:56 AM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Cc: Dolph, Becky <Dolph.Becky@epa.gov>
Subject: AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal
 
Ryan- As requested, OGC has prepared a proposal for centralizing key portions of
the AO FOIA request process under the direction of new FEAT Team Members.
Please let us know if you have any questions or comments, or if you would like us
to set up a time to meet with you. Becky did reach out to the leadership of the
affected components of the AO when drafting the Proposal and all were
supportive. We have not provided them the actual draft to review, however, and
will await direction from you before doing so. Finally, Becky has not reviewed my
edits to the document, so while I am sure she and I are in complete agreement, I
may provide a slightly updated version later today if she catches any typos, etc. 
 
Thanks, Kevin
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Kevin S. Minoli
Acting General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
US Environmental Protection Agency
Office Line: 202-564-8040
Direct Dial: 202-564-5551

<AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project Proposal. 07.10.17.docx>
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From: Moser, Rebecca
To: Fine, Steven
Cc: Simon, Harvey; Gottesman, Larry; Byrd, Jonda
Subject: FOIA Awareness Approach
Date: Thursday, August 03, 2017 10:10:00 PM
Attachments: Proposed Revised FOIA Awareness Process - 08-02-2017.docx

Steve:
Attached is a revised version of the FOIA Awareness Process talking points that we provided to

Harvey for the July 27th DAA/DRA meeting. Harvey had asked whether we should send out a follow-
up email. We defer to you on that . . . here is a brief overview of the process, in case you or Harvey
need it.
Rebecca
Rebecca Moser, Director
Office of Enterprise Information Programs (OEIP)
Office of Environmental Information (OEI)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 202-566-0252
Fax: 202-566-1624
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From: Gottesman, Larry
To: Fine, Steven
Cc: Moser, Rebecca; Byrd, Jonda
Subject: FOIA options 6-6-17.docx
Date: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 1:18:31 PM
Attachments: FOIA options 6-6-17.docx

I hope this is useful and what you were looking for. I would like to explore these and other
opportunities to improve the FOIA process at EPA.

Thanks

Larry F. Gottesman
Agency FOIA Officer
202-566-2162 (Direct line)
202-689-4588 (Mobile)
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From: Gottesman, Larry
To: Moser, Rebecca
Subject: FW: FOIA Initative.docx
Date: Thursday, June 08, 2017 3:13:32 PM
Attachments: FOIA Initative.docx

Becky hope to get something back later tonight.
Larry

From: Gottesman, Larry 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 11:07 AM
To: Dolph, Becky 
Subject: FOIA Initative.docx
Steve asked me to put together a proposal to address the concerns expressed on Wednesday,
regarding FOIA. This is just a thought piece and please edit as you seem appropriate. No pride of
authorship here.
Please take a look and give me your comments today. Steve wanted something by Friday, if possible
and I may be out not available on Friday. Not sure on that yet, but it is my current plan.
Larry F. Gottesman
Agency FOIA Officer
202-566-2162 (Direct line)
202-689-4588 (Mobile)
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Subject: FW: For your awareness -- Flint FOIA production slated for 12/21/16
Fyi . . .
Rebecca Moser, Director
Office of Enterprise Information Programs (OEIP)
Office of Environmental Information (OEI)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 202-566-0252
Fax: 202-566-1624

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 2:09 PM
To: Moser, Rebecca <Moser.Rebecca@EPA.GOV>
Subject: FW: For your awareness -- Flint FOIA production slated for 12/21/16
fyi
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2016 11:02 AM
To: Beauvais, Joel <Beauvais.Joel@epa.gov>; Distefano, Nichole <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>;
Benenati, Frank <benenati.frank@epa.gov>; Kaplan, Robert <kaplan.robert@epa.gov>; Garbow, Avi
<Garbow.Avi@epa.gov>
Cc: Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>; Asher, Jonathan <Asher.Jonathan@epa.gov>;
Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nelson, Leverett <nelson.leverett@epa.gov>;
Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Mitchell, Stacey <Mitchell.Stacey@epa.gov>
Subject: For your awareness -- Flint FOIA production slated for 12/21/16
For your awareness – On Wednesday, 12/21/2016, we plan to make a large interim FOIA production
of documents on Flint. The documents fall into 2 categories: 1) Corrosion Control and Lead Levels
and 2) Region 5 Call Notes. More details on the 2 categories:
1) Corrosion Control and Lead Levels:
This part of the release consists of 43,094 pages of material responsive to multiple requesters. These
documents have been reviewed by Region 5 ORC, OCIR, OGWDWB, OPA, AO, and the FEAT. Some,
but not all, of these documents have been previously released to Congress.
This part of the release DOES contain 1553 pages of documents flagged documents which were
flagged for upper management review. You can access those documents flagged for upper
management review at the link below. Also at the link below is an index of all of the documents
slated for release under this part of the production. If you would like to access all 43,094 pages of
documents, please contact Denise Walker of the FEAT at 202-564-6520.
Corrosion Control and Lead Level December Release. Full index and UM docs.
2) Region 5 Call Notes
The second part of the release consists of documents are responsive to a request from NRDC.
These documents are notes from 8 semi-annual calls between EPA and MDEQ and 4
documents related to EPA annual evaluation of the state water program. These documents
have been reviewed by Region 5 ORC, OCIR, OPA, and the FEAT. None of these documents has
been flagged for upper management review.
You may view the documents to be released under this part of the production here:



Region 5 Call Notes
If you have any questions, please let me know.
Thanks,
Becky
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771



From: Dolph, Becky
To: Moser, Rebecca; Byrd, Jonda; Gottesman, Larry
Cc: Blake, Wendy
Subject: Informal Process for FOIA Awareness Reviews - 06-09-2017. dolph comments. docx.docx
Date: Monday, June 12, 2017 9:56:25 AM
Attachments: Informal Process for FOIA Awareness Reviews - 06-09-2017. dolph comments. docx.docx

Hi all – attached are my comments.
Thanks,
Becky
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771
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From: Gottesman, Larry
To: Moser, Rebecca
Cc: Byrd, Jonda
Subject: Informal Process for FOIA Awareness Reviews - 06-09-2017. dolph lfg comments. docx.docx
Date: Monday, June 12, 2017 10:34:47 AM
Attachments: Informal Process for FOIA Awareness Reviews - 06-09-2017. dolph lfg comments. docx.docx

I updated Becky’s version with my comments.
Thanks
Larry F. Gottesman
Agency FOIA Officer
202-566-2162 (Direct line)
202-689-4588 (Mobile)
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From: Fine, Steven
To: Gottesman, Larry
Cc: Moser, Rebecca
Subject: notification
Date: Tuesday, June 13, 2017 9:05:54 PM

Larry,
Per a request from the AO, please start providing the AO 48 hours advance notice of the release of
selected FOIA responses.
This notice is only for informational purposes, not to seek revisions or approval to release.
Steve



From: Fine, Steven
To: Moser, Rebecca
Cc: Simon, Harvey; Gottesman, Larry; Byrd, Jonda
Subject: RE: FOIA Awareness Approach
Date: Friday, August 04, 2017 7:26:54 AM

Rebecca and Larry,
Thank you. I expect Larry and I will be discussing the process with Liz and Becky next week, which
could lead to further changes, so we shouldn’t distribute anything at this time.
Steve

From: Moser, Rebecca 
Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2017 10:11 PM
To: Fine, Steven 
Cc: Simon, Harvey ; Gottesman, Larry ; Byrd, Jonda 
Subject: FOIA Awareness Approach
Steve:
Attached is a revised version of the FOIA Awareness Process talking points that we provided to

Harvey for the July 27th DAA/DRA meeting. Harvey had asked whether we should send out a follow-
up email. We defer to you on that . . . here is a brief overview of the process, in case you or Harvey
need it.
Rebecca
Rebecca Moser, Director
Office of Enterprise Information Programs (OEIP)
Office of Environmental Information (OEI)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 202-566-0252
Fax: 202-566-1624



From: Gottesman, Larry
To: Fine, Steven
Cc: Moser, Rebecca; Byrd, Jonda
Subject: RE: FOIA options 6-6-17.docx
Date: Wednesday, June 07, 2017 11:10:49 AM

I spoke to my staff and they do not feel this will not be unduly burdensome to execute using
FOIAonline. There are other factors that go into this recommendation, that I can discuss with you.

Thanks

Larry F. Gottesman
Agency FOIA Officer
202-566-2162 (Direct line)
202-689-4588 (Mobile)

From: Fine, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2017 10:57 AM
To: Gottesman, Larry 
Cc: Moser, Rebecca ; Byrd, Jonda 
Subject: RE: FOIA options 6-6-17.docx

Larry,

In the vein of trying to reduce workload, is there another technical approach to implementing
notification that would require less work on your office? I’m not saying we want to do that, but just
trying to understand options.

Thanks.

Steve

From: Gottesman, Larry 
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2017 1:19 PM
To: Fine, Steven <fine.steven@epa.gov>
Cc: Moser, Rebecca <Moser.Rebecca@EPA.GOV>; Byrd, Jonda <byrd.jonda@epa.gov>
Subject: FOIA options 6-6-17.docx

I hope this is useful and what you were looking for. I would like to explore these and other
opportunities to improve the FOIA process at EPA.

Thanks

Larry F. Gottesman
Agency FOIA Officer
202-566-2162 (Direct line)
202-689-4588 (Mobile)
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From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 2:09 PM
To: Moser, Rebecca <Moser.Rebecca@EPA.GOV>
Subject: FW: For your awareness -- Flint FOIA production slated for 12/21/16
fyi
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team Office
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771

From: Dolph, Becky 
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2016 11:02 AM
To: Beauvais, Joel <Beauvais.Joel@epa.gov>; Distefano, Nichole <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>;
Benenati, Frank <benenati.frank@epa.gov>; Kaplan, Robert <kaplan.robert@epa.gov>; Garbow, Avi
<Garbow.Avi@epa.gov>
Cc: Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>; Asher, Jonathan <Asher.Jonathan@epa.gov>;
Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nelson, Leverett <nelson.leverett@epa.gov>;
Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>; Mitchell, Stacey <Mitchell.Stacey@epa.gov>
Subject: For your awareness -- Flint FOIA production slated for 12/21/16
For your awareness – On Wednesday, 12/21/2016, we plan to make a large interim FOIA production
of documents on Flint. The documents fall into 2 categories: 1) Corrosion Control and Lead Levels
and 2) Region 5 Call Notes. More details on the 2 categories:
1) Corrosion Control and Lead Levels:
This part of the release consists of 43,094 pages of material responsive to multiple requesters. These
documents have been reviewed by Region 5 ORC, OCIR, OGWDWB, OPA, AO, and the FEAT. Some,
but not all, of these documents have been previously released to Congress.
This part of the release DOES contain 1553 pages of documents flagged documents which were
flagged for upper management review. You can access those documents flagged for upper
management review at the link below. Also at the link below is an index of all of the documents
slated for release under this part of the production. If you would like to access all 43,094 pages of
documents, please contact Denise Walker of the FEAT at 202-564-6520.
Corrosion Control and Lead Level December Release. Full index and UM docs.
2) Region 5 Call Notes
The second part of the release consists of documents are responsive to a request from NRDC.
These documents are notes from 8 semi-annual calls between EPA and MDEQ and 4
documents related to EPA annual evaluation of the state water program. These documents
have been reviewed by Region 5 ORC, OCIR, OPA, and the FEAT. None of these documents has
been flagged for upper management review.
You may view the documents to be released under this part of the production here:
Region 5 Call Notes
If you have any questions, please let me know.
Thanks,
Becky
Becky Dolph | Director, FOIA Expert Assistance Team
U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Office of General Counsel | 7309B WJCN | 202-564-5771



From: Moser, Rebecca
To: Dolph, Becky; Gottesman, Larry
Subject: Revised Draft FOIA Awareness Process
Date: Monday, June 12, 2017 11:06:00 AM
Attachments: Informal Process for FOIA Awareness Reviews - 06-09-2017 dolph gottesman moser comments.docx

Informal Process for FOIA Awareness Reviews - 06-12-2017 - clean copy.docx

Becky & Larry:
Attached for your review are the draft process with all of our edits/revisions, as well as a clean copy.
Take a quick look and let me know if you think the clean copy is ready for the noon meeting. Thank
you both!
Rebecca
Rebecca Moser, Director
Office of Enterprise Information Programs (OEIP)
Office of Environmental Information (OEI)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 202-566-0252
Fax: 202-566-1624

jhammitt
Typewritten Text
Attachments WithheldEx 5 - DPP



From: Moser, Rebecca
To: Simon, Harvey; Fine, Steven
Subject: Talking Points for DAA/DRA Meeting
Date: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 8:36:00 PM
Attachments: Tpts on SPOCs for July 27th DAA Mtg - V6 - 07-26-2017 - clean copy.docx

Tpts on FOIA Notification Process for July 27th DAA-DRA Teleconf - 07-26-2017 - clean copy.docx

Steve & Harvey:
Attached are the latest versions of the talking points for the DAA/DRA meeting tomorrow on

1. SPOCs for Discovery Services – reducing the numbers & training/coordinating the SPOCs
2. FOIA notification process for specified FOIA responses

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Rebecca
Rebecca Moser, Director
Office of Enterprise Information Programs (OEIP)
Office of Environmental Information (OEI)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Phone: 202-566-0252
Fax: 202-566-1624
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Hammitt, Jennifer

From: Fine, Steven
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2017 9:06 PM
To: Gottesman, Larry
Cc: Moser, Rebecca
Subject: notification 

Larry, 
 
Per a request from the AO, please start providing the AO 48 hours advance notice of the release of selected FOIA 
responses. 
 
This notice is only for informational purposes, not to seek revisions or approval to release. 
 
Steve 
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