
Resources for Transgender and Gender-Nonconforming Students 

 

Title IX protects all students, including transgender and gender-nonconforming students, from sex 

discrimination. Title IX encompasses discrimination based on a student’s nonconformity with sex 

stereotypes and gender identity, including a student’s transgender status.  Once a school is notified that 

a student will begin asserting a gender identity that differs from previous representations or records, 

the school must begin treating the student consistent with the student’s gender identity. When a school 

provides sex-segregated activities or facilities, transgender students must be allowed to participate in 

such activities and access such facilities consistent with their gender identity. Moreover, schools should 

be aware of their obligation under Title IX and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) to 

protect the privacy of their students when maintaining education records. 

  

Policy Guidance 

Learn about different types of guidance documents, including how to comment on significant guidance. 

• "Dear Colleague" letter: Transgender Students  MS Word (90K) (Feb 22, 2017)  

• Examples of Policies and Emerging Practices for Supporting Transgender 

Students  PDF (636.35K) (May 13, 2016) 

• Dear Colleague Letter: Title IX Coordinators (Apr. 24, 2015), accompanied by a letter to Title IX 

coordinators and a Title IX resource guide. 

• Dear Colleague Letter from Secretary of Education Arne Duncan on gay-straight alliances (Jun. 

14, 2011), including legal guidelines for complying with the Equal Access Act. 

• Dear Colleague Letter: Harassment and Bullying (Oct. 26, 2010) 

 

OCR Case Resolutions 

• Dorchester County School District (SC) (11-15-1348): Resolution Agreement and Resolution 

Letter 

• Broadalbin-Perth Central School District (NY) (02-13-1220): Resolution 

Agreement and Resolution Letter 

• Township High School District 211 (IL) (05-14-1055): Resolution Agreement and Resolution 

Letter 

• Central Piedmont Community College (NC) (11-14-2265): Resolution Agreement and Resolution 

Letter 

• Jonesboro School District #43 (IL) (05-15-1033): Resolution Agreement and Resolution Letter 

• Downey Unified School District (CA) (09-12-1095): Resolution Agreement and Resolution Letter 

http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/types-of-guidance-documents.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/significant-guidance.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201702-title-ix.docx
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oshs/emergingpractices.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201504-title-ix-coordinators.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-title-ix-coordinators-letter-201504.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-title-ix-coordinators-guide-201504.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/secletter/110607.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/secletter/groupsguide.doc
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201010.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/11151348-b.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/11151348-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/11151348-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/02131220-b.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/02131220-b.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/02131220-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/township-high-211-agreement.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/township-high-211-letter.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/township-high-211-letter.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/11142265-b.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/11142265-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/11142265-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/05151033-b.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/more/05151033-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/downey-school-district-agreement.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/documents/press-releases/downey-school-district-letter.pdf


• Arcadia Unified School District (CA) (09-12-1020): Resolution Agreement and Resolution Letter 

• Anoka-Hennepin School District (MN) (05-11-5901): Consent Decree and Resolution Letter 

• Tehachapi Unified School District (CA) (09-11-1031): Resolution Agreement and Resolution 

Letter 

 

Court Filings—Statements of Interest and Amicus Curiae Briefs 

• Brief for the United States as Amicus Curiae Supporting Plaintiff-Appellant and Urging 

Reversal, G.G. v. Gloucester County School Board, No. 15-2056 (4th Cir. Oct. 28, 2015). 

• Statement of Interest of the United States, G.G. v. Gloucester County School Board, No. 4:15cv54 

(E.D. Va., June 29, 2015). 

• Statement of Interest of the United States, Tooley v. Van Buren Public Schools, No. 2:14-cv-

13466 (E.D. Mich. Feb. 24, 2015). 

• Brief for the United States as Amicus Curiae Supporting Plaintiffs-Appellants and Urging 

Reversal, Carmichael v. Galbraith, No. 12-11074 (5th Cir. April 1, 2013). 

• United States Memorandum as Amicus Curiae in Response to Defendants’ Motion to 

Dismiss/Summary Judgment, Pratt v. Indian River Central School District, No. 7:09-cv-00411 

(N.D.N.Y. Aug. 13, 2010). 

• Memorandum of Law in Support of the United States’ Motion to Intervene, J.L. v. Mohawk 

Central School District, No. 6:09 Cv. 943 (N.D.N.Y. Jan. 14, 2010). 

 

Federal Government Resources 

• Stopbullying.gov 

• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration LGBT resources 

• Resources from the Department of Health and Human Services 

• Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Enforcement Protections for LGBT Workers 

• Resources for Community-Wide Prevention of LGBTQ Youth Homelessness from the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development 

• Guidance from the Department of Labor’s Job Corps Program on ensuring equal access for 

transgender applicants and students 

 

http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/07/26/arcadiaagree.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/07/26/arcadialetter.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/05115901-d.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/05115901-a.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/01/17/tehachapiagreement.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/01/17/tehachapiletter.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/01/17/tehachapiletter.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/crt/case-document/gg-v-gloucester-county-school-board-brief-amicus
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/crt/case-document/gg-v-gloucester-county-school-board-brief-amicus
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2015/07/09/gloucestersoi.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2015/02/27/tooleysoi.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/crt/about/edu/documents/casesummary.php#tooley
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/04/17/carmichaelbrf.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2013/04/17/carmichaelbrf.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/crt/about/edu/documents/casesummary.php#pratt
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2010/12/14/mohawkmotion.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.stopbullying.gov/
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.samhsa.gov/behavioral-health-equity/lgbt
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.hhs.gov/programs/topic-sites/lgbt/index.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/http:/www.eeoc.gov/eeoc/newsroom/wysk/enforcement_protections_lgbt_workers.cfm
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCYQFjAAahUKEwiVi7D7ufrIAhVBaD4KHfh4Ayw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hudexchange.info%2Fresources%2Fdocuments%2FLGBTQ-Youth-Homelessness-Prevention-Initiative-Overview.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGZFTv1h663El2K-XJ9V1rsBiHLng&sig2=tXwa4nQ0U33GIXcEZPJXZg
http://web.archive.org/web/20170629014528/https:/www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://supportservices.jobcorps.gov/Program%2520Instruction%2520Notices/pi_14_31.pdf&ved=0CB0QFjABahUKEwiiipTZmY7JAhWMKyYKHR_DCGY&usg=AFQjCNFFtAmGZULRWucJWk8jxSzKtUA17w&sig2=9lLHfZ5Lbir14y6wjzSPhQ

