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November 3rd, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Members of Congress,                                                                                      
  
We are writing today because together, we represent a range of faith perspectives from across the 
nation and support a dying patient’s right to a peaceful death at the end of life.  
 
The Gospel of Luke 6:36 reminds us to: “Be merciful just as your father in heaven is merciful.”  
 
As children of God who comfort the terminally ill and their families, often at the dying person’s 
bedside, we have seen the suffering that can occur during our final days. We are also aware that 
centuries ago rabbinic sages recognized the importance of granting mercy in the dying process. 
  
The basic premise of medical aid in dying is simple and merciful: An adult of sound mind who faces 
imminent death should have the option to die peacefully. In an ideal world, this simple construct 
should be based on decisions made thoughtfully and privately by individuals, in consultation with -- 
and with support from -- their loved ones, their physicians, and their faith leaders. 
  
Medical aid in dying allows terminally ill adults to request and receive a doctor’s prescription for 
medication that they may decide to take to peacefully end unbearable suffering and die gently in 
their sleep, at home, surrounded by their loved ones. To qualify, two doctors must independently 
confirm the person is mentally capable of making their own healthcare decisions, able to self-ingest 
the medication and have a prognosis of six months or fewer to live. 
  
A colleague in ministry said it very well, “When dying persons have alternatives...they feel a sense of 
comfort and peace that allows them to truly live during their last days. This is the greatest gift we can 
grant our dying friends and loved ones.” 
  
On Sept. 14, the U.S. House of Representatives passed an appropriations bill (H.R. 3354) that 
included an amendment by U.S. Rep. Andy Harris (MD) to repeal the D.C. Death with Dignity Act, 
which authorizes medical aid in dying in the District of Columbia. The introduction and passage of this 
amendment was an abuse of the appropriations process, and, if enacted into law, it will result in 
needless suffering for terminally ill D.C. residents.  
 
On Sept. 26, Reps. Brad Wenstrup (OH) and Lou Correa (CA), along with eight other Members, 
introduced House Concurrent Resolution 80, erroneously condemning the medical aid in dying as 
‘assisted suicide.’  Although the resolution carries no weight of law and is based on false information, 



opponents call into question 40 years of collective experience with medical aid in dying in six states 
and the District of Columbia with no documented cases of misuse. 
  
We believe God is a God of love and compassion, one who would not abandon a dying person who is 
suffering and refuse that person the means to die peacefully in whatever way is consistent with their 
own individual faith and beliefs. 
  
Thank you in advance for your careful consideration of this important issue. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 

Lynn Ashley, Unitarian Universalist 
Voorheesville, NY 

Sidat Balgobin, United Church of Christ 
Norwich, CT 

Stephen Bartlett-Ré, Catholic 
San Francisco, CA 

John Board, Episcopal 
Helena, MT 

Tom Brunkow, Methodist 
Bethesda, MD 

Sergio Camacho, Methodist 
Lancaster, CA 

Ignacio Castuera, Methodist 
Claremont, CA 

John Cobb, Protestant 
Claremont, CA 

Neil Comess-Daniels, Jewish 
Santa Monica, CA 

Susan Conforti, Jewish 
Auburn, CA 

Amy Cousins, Interfaith 
Old Orchard Beach, ME 

Darryl Dech, Lutheran  
Reading, PA 

Chaplain Robert Drake 
Mill Valley, CA 

Russell Elleven, Unitarian Universalist 
Highland Park, IL 
	
Chaplain Mark Estes 
Dublin, CA 

Carla Ficke, United Church of Christ 
Denver, CO 

Cherise Gardner, Seventh-day Adventist 
Long Beach, CA 

Laura Geller, Jewish 
Beverly Hills, CA 

John Gibbons, Unitarian Universalist  
Bedford, MA 

Richard Gilbert, Unitarian Universalist 
Rochester, NY 

Trish Greeves, Episcopal 
Roswell, GA 

Chet Guinn, Methodist 
Des Moines, IA 

Glenda Hope, Presbyterian 
San Francisco, CA 

Steven Jacobs, Jewish 
Alameda, CA 



Kevin A. Johnson, Protestant  
Palm Springs, CA 

Anya Johnston, Unitarian Universalist 
Kent, OH 

Allan Jones, Episcopal 
Santa Rosa, CA 

Libby Kelson-Fulcher, D.D., Interfaith 
Kailua Kona, HI 

Christina Kennedy 
Tucson, AZ 

Lois Knutson, Lutheran 
Duluth, MN 

Barry Krieger, Jewish 
Greenland, NH 

Edward Lee, Episcopal 
Merion Station, PA 

Sandi Lee, Methodist 
Frederick, MD 

Denise Leichter, Community of Christ 
Van Nuys, CA 

Elias Lieberman, Jewish 
Falmouth, MA 

Donna Lindsey, Interfaith 
San Diego, CA 

Richard Lundy, Presbyterian 
Excelsior, MN 

Alan Maller, Jewish 
Los Angeles, CA 

Maureen McElligott 
Idyllwild, CA 

George McLaird, Presbyterian 
San Francisco, CA 

Charles McNeill, Baptist 
Washington, DC 

Frank Moss, Episcopal 
Eugene, OR 

Bill Nealy, Unitarian Universalist 
Princeton, NJ 

Anne Pierson, Episcopal 
Eureka, CA 
	
James Ray 
Youngstown, OH 

Cynthia Robinson, United Church of Christ 
Newark, DE 

Madison T Shockley II, United Church of Christ 
Oceanside, CA 

Rabbi Suzanne Singer, Jewish 
Riverside, CA 

Daniel Smith, United Church of Christ 
Los Angeles, CA 

Paul Smith, Methodist 
Gaithersburg, MD 

Eugene Soud, Presbyterian 
Newport News, VA 

Norm Stewart, Unitarian Universalist 
Louisville, KY 

Ariel Stone, Jewish 
Portland, OR 

David Thomas, Methodist 
Temple, TX 

Michael Torphy, Episcopal 
Denver, CO 

Alexander Vishio, United Church of Christ 
Baltimore, MD 

Diane Walker, Interfaith, Secular, Spiritual 
Louisville, KY 
	
Liz Winterhawk 
Weed, CA 

Amy Zucker Morgenstern, Unitarian Universalist 
Palo Alto, CA 


