Congress of the nited States
1Bouse of Vepresentatives
Washington, BL 20515

October 4, 2017

The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Dear Mr. President:

We write to commend your explicit endorsement for funding our national defense at $700
billion this year during your speech to the United Nations General Assembly. We stand ready to
work with you to do right by the men and women in our country who have voluntarily raised
their hands to serve.

We fully support your commitment to increase funding for our military to reverse a
mounting readiness crisis and to deter serious and complex threats around the world. We agree a
funding level of $700 billion 1s essential to make our military “as strong as it has ever been.”
The House and Senate voted this summer with overwhelming bipartisan margins to authorize
and appropriate this level of funding.

Every day under a continuing resolution is yet one more day in which our military’s
readiness recovery is delayed. Only our adversaries benefit from this situation.

Restoring our military strength and defending the country is as important to America’s
success as reforming the tax code, ensuring healthcare for Americans and growing the economy.
Any budget negotiation must make the national security of our nation a top priority. It is
essential we fund our military at the right level as soon as possible.

Thank you for your commitment to our troops and the defense of the nation. We stand

ready to work with you.
Sincerely, W
William M. “Mac” Thornberry

Chairman
House Armed Services Committee
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Abraham (LA)
Allen {GA)
Amodei (NV)
Arrington (TX)
Babin (TX)
Bacon {NE)
Banks (IN}
Barletta (PA)
Barr (KY)

. Bergman (Ml)
. Biggs (AZ)

. Bilirakis {FL)

. Bishop (M1}

. Bishop (UT)

. Blackburn (TN}
. Bost {IL)

. Brady (TX)

. Brooks (AL)

. Brooks (IN)

. Bucshon {IN)

. Burgess (TX)

. Byrne (AL)

. Calvert {CA)

. Carter {GA)

. Carter {TX)

. Chabot {OH)

. Cheney (WY}

. Coffman (CO)
. Cole (OK)

. Collins (NY)

. Collins {GA)

. Comer (KY)

. Comstock {VA)
. Conaway {TX)
. Cook (CA)

. Cramer (ND)

. Crawford (AR}
. Culberson (TX)
. Curbelo {FL}

. Davidson (OH)
. Davis {IL}

. Denham {CA}

. DeSantis {FL)

. DeslJarlais {TN})
. Diaz-Balart (FL)
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83.
34.
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Donovan (NY)
Dunn {FL)

Estes (KS)
Farenthold (TX)
Faso (NY)
Fitzpatrick (PA)
Fleischmann (TN)
Flores (TX)
Fortenberry (NE)
Franks {AZ)}
Gaetz (FL}
Gailagher (W1}
Garrett {VA)
Gianforte (MT)
Gibbs (OH)
Gonzalez-Colon (PR}
Gowdy (SC)
Graves (LA}
Graves {MQ)
Guthrie (KY)
Handal (GA)
Hartzler (MO)
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Herrera Beutler (WA)
Holding {NC)
Hollingsworth {IN)
Hudson (NC}
Hunter (CA)
Hurd (TX)
lenkins (KS)
lohnson (OH)
Johnson {LA)
Joyce (OH)
Katko {NY)

Kelly {PA)

Kelly (MS)

King {NY)

King (1A)
Kinzinger {iL}
Knight (CA)
Kustoff (TN)
LaMaifa (CA)
Lamborn {CO)
Latta (OH)
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52,
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88.
99.
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130.
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134,
135.

LoBiondo {NJ)
Loudermilk (GA)
Love (UT)
Lucas (OK)
Luetkemeyer (MO)
MacArthur (NI)
Marchant {TX)
Marshall (KS)
Mast (FL)
McCaul (TX)
McSally (AZ)
Meehan (PA)
Mitcheli (MI)
Moolenaar
Mullin (OK)}
Murphy (PA)
Newhouse (WA}
Noem (SD)
Norman (SC)
Olson (TX)
Palazzo (MS)
Pittenger (NC)
Poe (TX)
Poliguin (ME)
Radewagen (AS)
Rice (SC)
Roby (AL)
Roe (TN)
Rogers {AL)
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen (FL)
Ross (FL)
Rothfus (PA)
Rouzer (NC)
Russell {OK)
Scott (GA)
Sessions {TX)
Shimkus (IL)
Shuster (PA)}
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith {TX)
Stefanik (NY)
Stewart (UT)
Stivers (OH)
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153.

Taylor (VA)
Tenney (NY)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry (TX)
Turner (CH)
Valadao (CA)
Wagner (MQO)
Walorski {IN)
Walters (CA)
Weber (TX)
Wenstrup (OH)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman (VA)
Womack (AR)
Yoder (KS)
Young (AK)
Zeldin [NY)



