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The following memorandum is an analysis of the results from a statewide survey of likely voters in 

North Dakota. The results indicate that voters don’t believe Heidi Heitkamp has done enough to 

deserve reelection, and that it is time to elect someone new. North Dakota State Treasurer Kelly 

Schmidt leads by four points in the ballot revealing that Heitkamp’s seat is vulnerable. 

 

 

According to Likely Voters, Heidi Heitkamp Hasn’t Done Enough 

 

» Likely voters are no longer confident in the leadership of Heidi Heitkamp. A plurality of North 

Dakotan voters (44%) now believe that it is time to elect someone new. 
 

 

“Do you think that Heidi Heitkamp has done enough to deserve re-election or is it time to elect 

another person to the U.S. Senate?” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Deserves Re-election New Person Unsure 

Heidi Heitkamp 42% 44% 9% 
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Kelly Schmidt Leads in the Ballot 

 

» Kelly Schmidt (48%) leads Heidi Heitkamp (44%) in the ballot by four points. 
 

“And, if the election for U.S. Senate were held today, for whom would you vote if the candidates 

were Heidi Heitkamp, the Democrat or Kelly Schmidt, the Republican? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Heitkamp’s Refusal to Repeal Obamacare is Damaging 

 

» Heitkamp has a number of vulnerabilities, but casting the deciding vote to pass Obamacare 

in the Senate is especially damaging. 

 

» Three-in-five likely voters (60%) are less likely to support Heidi Heitkamp based on her support 

of Obamacare, with 47% stating that they are “much less likely.” 

 

 
 

 

  

 
Kelly Schmidt Heidi Heitkamp Undecided 

Overall 48% 44% 9% 

 
Obamacare  

Support  

Total More Likely 23% 

Total Less Likely 60% 

Much More Likely 14% 

Much Less Likely 47% 
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Conclusion 

 

Kelly Schmidt is a strong challenger in the race for North Dakota U.S. Senate.  For thirteen years, 

she has served as North Dakota State Treasurer and won both of her most recent statewide 

elections with more than 60% of the vote.  In a head-to-head match-up with Heitkamp, Kelly 

Schmidt leads by four points.  Likely voters have also voiced their discontent with Heidi Heitkamp, 

and key voting groups in North Dakota are already coalescing around Schmidt as their preferred 

future Senator. 

 

Research Design 

 

WPAi conducted research among likely voters in North Dakota. WPAi selected a random sample of 

likely voters from the North Dakota voter record, with 23% random digit dialed to incorporate new 

potential voters. Respondents were contacted by phone via a live telephone operator interview 

September 10-11, 2017. The study has a sample size of n=406 likely voters (40% cell phone 

interviews) and a margin of error equal to ±4.9% in 95 out of 100 cases. 


