Arthur A. Elkins, Jr.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Inspector General

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. (2410T)
Washington, DC 20460

September 14, 2017

Dear Inspector General Elkins:
We write as organizations concerned with ensuring scientific integti ymaking process,
spectfully
request that you review the reported decision to have John Kon te administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of P

particularly with respect to policies that protect the environme

awarded by the agency.

As reported by the Washington Post, Mr. Konkus has re PA grant and grant solicitation,
canceling almost $2 million worth of grants tofienpakti iversities and nonprofits in that

Potential EPA poli staff involvement in grantmaking increases the importance of that office’s
determination of the legality of such actions, so we also ask that you investigate whether the Office of
General Counsel’s advice was followed, and whether there was any political interference in the
provision of its advice on this or other matters related to the politicized grantmaking process.

! Washington Post, “EPA now requires political aide’s sign-off for agency awards, grant applications,” Sep. 4, 2017
’ See FIFRA, § 20, 23; CERCLA, § 311; TSCA, § 10, 28; Clean Air Act § 103, 104; SWDA, § 8001
* 5 CFR 734.302(a)



The allegation that EPA political staff delayed the disbursement of grant awards to Alaska in retaliation
for a vote on pending legislation or other improper political considerations, as well as other allegations
of politically motivated decision-making in the agency’s grantmaking, are grave. We urge your office to
being an investigation of these matters immediately.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter,

Kathleen Rest, PhD, MPA Christy Goldfuss
Executive Director Vice President for Energy and Environment Policy
Union of Concerned Scientists Center for American Progre
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