
May	  31,	  2017	  
	  
The	  Honorable	  Wilbur	  Ross	  
Secretary,	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Commerce	  	  
1401	  Constitution	  Ave.,	  NW	  
Washington,	  D.C.	  20230	  	  
	  
Dear	  Secretary	  Ross:	  
	  
As	  representatives	  of	  agricultural	  producers,	  we	  are	  deeply	  concerned	  about	  the	  course	  of	  
negotiations	  between	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Commerce	  and	  the	  Government	  of	  Mexico	  
regarding	  sugar	  trade.	  It	  is	  our	  belief	  that,	  unless	  this	  dispute	  is	  resolved	  equitably,	  nearly	  all	  
U.S.	  agricultural	  commodities	  will	  be	  put	  at	  risk,	  jeopardizing	  American	  jobs	  and	  consumer	  well-‐
being.	  	  
	  
The	  importance	  of	  the	  U.S.-‐Mexico	  trade	  relationship	  cannot	  be	  overstated.	  According	  to	  the	  
U.S.	  Trade	  Representative,	  Mexico	  is	  our	  third-‐largest	  agricultural	  export	  market,	  with	  a	  total	  of	  
about	  $18	  billion	  in	  sales.	  Last	  year,	  Mexico	  imported	  $2.6	  billion	  in	  corn,	  $1.5	  billion	  in	  
soybeans,	  $1.4	  billion	  in	  pork	  products,	  and	  $1	  billion	  in	  beef	  products,	  among	  other	  
commodities.	  Thanks	  to	  NAFTA,	  high-‐fructose	  corn	  syrup	  exports	  to	  Mexico	  alone	  have	  
increased	  from	  7,000	  to	  over	  1	  million	  metric	  tons	  per	  year.	  This	  strong	  trade	  relationship	  has	  
also	  grown	  cooperation	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  biotech,	  conservation,	  and	  agricultural	  innovation.	  
	  
Exports	  of	  corn	  syrup	  and	  other	  agricultural	  products	  are	  now	  in	  peril.	  If	  this	  dispute	  is	  not	  
resolved,	  Mexico	  will	  likely	  raise	  tariffs	  on	  high-‐fructose	  corn	  syrup	  imports	  –	  and	  potentially	  
other	  commodities.	  We	  urge	  you	  to	  resolve	  this	  dispute	  in	  a	  way	  that	  does	  not	  impact	  other	  
agricultural	  commodities	  and	  products.	  A	  workable,	  fair,	  and	  expeditious	  solution	  that	  keeps	  a	  
suspension	  agreement	  intact	  is	  preferable	  to	  a	  trade	  dispute	  that	  could	  spill	  over	  to	  Iowa’s	  
commodities.	  
	  
The	  U.S.	  and	  Mexico	  have	  an	  excellent	  relationship	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  agricultural	  trade.	  We	  look	  
forward	  to	  strengthening	  that	  relationship	  as	  we	  update	  and	  improve	  NAFTA	  and	  urge	  you	  
respectfully	  to	  retain	  and	  improve	  upon	  it.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Iowa	  Corn	  Growers	  Association	  
Iowa	  Soybean	  Association	  	  
Iowa	  Pork	  Producers	  Association	  	  
Iowa	  Cattlemen’s	  Association	  	  


