
In 2014, open enrollment was 
scheduled to end March 31,
but was extended at the last 
minute for those who had 
already created an
exchange account.
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HHS Projects Another Million Obamacare Enrollees in 2017

By Tucker Doherty, POLITICO Pro DataPointSources: HHS; ACASignups.net

During the fourth open enrollment period, which begins on Nov. 1, 2017, HHS projects that 13.8 million people will select 
plans on the Affordable Care Act marketplaces, resulting in average monthly paid enrollment of 11.4 million individuals
over the course of the year. This suggests that enrollment will grow by approximately 1 million individuals compared with last 
year, although it will remain well below the CBO’s initial estimates when the law was written. HHS estimates that 9.2 million 
of this year’s enrollees will be re-enrollees with 2016 marketplace coverage, 3.5 million will be uninsured and 1.1 million will 
have had off-marketplace non-group coverage. 
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Insurance plans selected on ACA exchanges during open enrollment
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The 2014 open enrollment 
period began on Oct. 1, but 
federal and state exchanges 
su�ered crippling technical 
problems that prevented
most consumers from 
enrolling for several
months.

In the 2015 and 2016 enrollment 
periods, many consumers filed
to meet a Dec. 15 deadline for 
insurance coverage that starts
on Jan. 1. Most automatic
renewals also occur then.
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